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C O L C H E S T E R C A S T L E ON THURSDAY, 
T H E 19th APRIL, 1900. 

G . A L A N L O W N D E S , E S Q . , M . A . , P R E S I D E N T , I N T H E C H A I R . 

T h e S e c r e t a r y r ead the A n n u a l R e p o r t , a n d the T r e a s u r e r ' s 

F i n a n c i a l S t a t e m e n t w a s la id before t he m e e t i n g , a n d the s a m e 

w e r e a p p r o v e d . 

I t w a s r e so lved tha t the t h a n k s o f the m e e t i n g be a c c o r d e d to the 

P r e s i d e n t , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s , C o u n c i l a n d officers for the i r s e r v i c e s 

d u r i n g the pas t y e a r , a n d tha t t h e y b e re -e lec ted , w i t h the add i t ion 

o f S i r M . E . G r a n t - D u f f , P . C . , G . C . S . I . , C . I . E . , F . R . S . , o f L e x d e n 

P a r k , C o l c h e s t e r , a s a v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , a n d the R e v s . L . N . P r a n c e , 

M . A . , F . S . A . , a n d A . F . C u r t i s , M . A . , a s m e m b e r s o f t he C o u n c i l , 

the one to fill a v a c a n c y a n d the o the r in t he p l a c e o f M r . J . F . T . 

W i s e m a n , w h o , h a v i n g r e m o v e d t o a d i s tan t c o u n t y , w a s u n a b l e t o 

a t t e n d the m e e t i n g s o f t he C o u n c i l . 

A v o t e o f t h a n k s w a s p a s s e d t o M r . J a m e s R o u n d , M . P . , for the 

u se o f the C a s t l e L i b r a r y . 

I t w a s r e s o l v e d tha t M r . D o u g l a s s R o u n d , M r . C h a r l e s B e n h a m , 

a n d M r . P . G . L a v e r b e a p p o i n t e d the S o c i e t y ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o n 

the M u s e u m C o m m i t t e e o f the C o r p o r a t i o n o f C o l c h e s t e r . 

M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y m a d e s o m e in t e r e s t i ng r e m a r k s o n t w o inc i sed 

s l a b s (see ante p . 1 ) , and M r . J . H. R o u n d read a no t e u p o n F y f i e l d 

c h u r c h (see ante p. 104) . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g c a n d i d a t e s w e r e e l ec t ed m e m b e r s o f t he S o c i e t y : — 
ON THE NOMINATION OF 

GRANT-DUFF, Sir M. E., P.C., G.C.S.I., C.I.E., F.R.S., ) Mr. H. Laver 

Lexden Park, Colchester. 
BIRMINGHAM CENTRAL FREE LIBRARY. ) 

CHETHAM'S LIBRARY, Hunt's Bank, Manchester ) M. G. F . Beaumont. 
SYMMONS, FRANCIS RANFORD, Lexden Road, Colchester. ) 

FOWLER, R. C, Record Office, Chancery Lane, W . C . Mr. J . H. Round. 

In the a f te rnoon a l a r g e p a r t y , by b r a k e a n d c y c l e , p r o c e e d e d to 

W e s t B e r g h o l t a n d t hence , under t he d i rec t ion o f M r . H . L a v e r , F . S A . , 

t r a ced a n anc i en t r a m p a r t r u n n i n g from the B e r g h o l t R o a d d o w n t o 

t he r i v e r C o l n e , and o n w a r d t h r o u g h and b e y o n d L e x d e n P a r k . 
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O n thei r a r r i v a l a t L e x d e n P a r k , t he v i s i t o r s w e r e w e l c o m e d b y 

S i r M o u n t s t u a r t G r a n t - D u f f , w h o a c c o m p a n i e d the S o c i e t y t h r o u g h 

h i s beau t i fu l g r o u n d s , and on r e t u r n i n g to the house the c o m p a n y 

w a s en t e r t a ined a t t ea b y L a d y G r a n t - D u f f . 

M r . L a v e r read the f o l l o w i n g p a p e r : — 

A N C I E N T R A M P A R T THROUGH L E X D E N P A R K . 

" W h e n las t I a d d r e s s e d th i s S o c i e t y , a b o u t t w o y e a r s a g o , o n the 

e a r t h w o r k b e t w e e n N e w b r i d g e o n the C o l n e a n d the R o m a n r ive r 

nea r S t a n w a y H a l l , I w a s a b l e f rom v a r i o u s au tho r i t i e s t o s h o w 

tha t i t w a s k n o w n b y the n a m e o f G r y m e s D y k e ; a n d I w a s a lso 

a b l e to s u g g e s t t he p r o b a b l e pe r iod o f i ts c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d the objec t 

for w h i c h i t w a s ra ised . In the p resen t i n s t ance I fear I shal l be 

u n a b l e to g i v e y o u m u c h i n fo rma t ion on a n y o f these po in t s . I c a n 

ne i the r g i v e a n y spec ia l n a m e b y w h i c h th i s e a r t h w o r k h a s been 

k n o w n no r w h o w e r e t he peop le tha t r a i sed it, nor c a n I g i v e a n y 

sa t i s f ac to ry t h e o r y a s t o w h y i t w a s e rec t ed . T h a t t he re w a s s o m e 

v e r y g o o d c a u s e for the e n o r m o u s a m o u n t o f w o r k the r a i s ing o f th is 

b a n k w o u l d h a v e en ta i l ed the re c a n b e n o d o u b t . I t m a y h a v e been 

for defence , o r i t m a y h a v e b e e n a road of R o m a n m a k i n g , s t a r t ing 

as i t does from a p o i n t — t h e end of B l u e b e l l G r o v e — w h e r e the old 

road , p o s s i b l y the B r i t i s h road , f rom C a m u l o d u n u m t o V e r u l a m i u m 

p a s s e d . 

I t h a s been s t a t ed tha t th i s t r e n c h fo rmed the eas te rn b o u n d a r y 

o f B r i t i s h C a m u l o d u n u m , a c o n c l u s i o n a r r i v e d a t w h e n the R o y a l 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l I n s t i t u t e v i s i t e d C o l c h e s t e r s o m e y e a r s a g o . B u t th is 

e r r o n e o u s idea m u s t h a v e been fo rmed , not by e x a m i n a t i o n o f the 

l o c a l i t y , bu t b y re fe rence t o m a p s on ly , a i d e d p r o b a b l y b y the 

de sc r ip t i on o f t he s i te o f B r i t i s h C a m u l o d u n u m b y the R e v . H e n r y 

J e n k i n s i n v o l . x x i x . o f Archaeologia, w h i c h m u s t h a v e been m i s r e a d 

a n d m i s u n d e r s t o o d f rom w a n t o f k n o w l e d g e o f t he s i te . 

In re fer r ing to th i s pape r by the R e v . H e n r y J e n k i n s in Archaeologia 

i t m u s t no t be s u p p o s e d tha t I m e n t i o n i t w i t h the w i s h for a n y 

m e m b e r o f th i s S o c i e t y to a c c e p t i t a s a n y a u t h o r i t y for t he co r rec t ­

n e s s o f the t h e o r y a s t o the pos i t ion o f B r i t i s h C a m u l o d u n u m . O n 

the c o n t r a r y I t h i n k i t i s in e v e r y r e s p e c t i nco r r ec t a n d m i s l e a d i n g . 

T h e f ac t s a d d u c e d a re d i s to r t ed b e y o n d r e c o g n i t i o n t o su i t t he 

r e v e r e n d g e n t l e m e n ' s t h e o r i e s ; a n d th i s w a s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , not 

t he o n l y c a s e in h i s w r i t i n g s , as a s imi l a r d i s tor t ion o c c u r s in h i s 

de sc r ip t i on of C o l c h e s t e r C a s t l e as a t e m p l e o f C l a u d i u s . 

In a no te on p a g e 245 of his p a p e r in Archaeologia, is an e x a m p l e of 

his m a k i n g fac ts a n d theo r i e s a c c o r d . I n s p e a k i n g o f the n a m e 

Vent Field, he says Venta was a place where the Britons convened 
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o r m e t in the i r s e v e r a l s t a t e s ; a n d t h e n f rom th i s defini t ion o f t he 

t e r m V e n t a ( w h i c h i s no t t he co r r ec t e x p l a n a t i o n o f t he t e r m ) , h e 

a r g u e s tha t the g r a v e l pit k n o w n a s K i n g C o e l ' s K i t c h e n , b e i n g 

s i tua te in a f ie ld c a l l e d V e n t F i e l d , w a s a B r i t i s h thea t re , a n d 

tha t i t w a s f rom th i s B r i t i s h thea t re t he o m i n o u s s o u n d s w e r e 

hea rd , before t he des t ruc t i on o f R o m a n C a m u l o d u n u m , a s r eco rded 

b y T a c i t u s . 

I m e n t i o n th i s s i m p l y as an e x a m p l e o f the d i s to r t ed fac t s o f w h i c h 

th i s m o s t m i s c h i e v o u s a n d m i s l e a d i n g p a p e r i s ful l . 

V e n t F i e l d m e a n s , a s a n y E s s e x pe r son w o u l d k n o w , the f i e l d i n 

t he a n g l e o f t w o o r m o r e r o a d s . ' V e n t ' i s s i m p l y s y n o n y m o u s w i t h 

t he w o r d ' w a n t , ' a s i n the t e r m ' a t h r e e - w a n t w a y ' ; o r ' w a n t ' i n 

th i s sense m a y be , a n d i s p r o b a b l y , a c o r r u p t i o n of the w o r d ' v e n t , ' 

a r i s i n g p r o b a b l y f rom the h a b i t E s s e x peop le h a v e o f t r a n s p o s i n g the 

l e t t e r s ' v ' a n d ' w . ' 

In the p l a n w h i c h I h a v e p l a c e d in y o u r h a n d s , y o u w i l l f ind I 

h a v e de sc r ibed th i s t r ench a s ' A n A n c i e n t R a m p a r t t h r o u g h L e x d e n 

P a r k to B e r g h o l t R o a d , ' a n d in t he a b s e n c e , a s I h a v e sa id before , 

o f a n y spec i a l and w e l l k n o w n d e s i g n a t i o n , t h i s m u s t b e our n a m e 

for i t . B u t in th i s de sc r ip t i on of i t I p r o p o s e r e v e r s i n g the d i rec t ion 

and b e g i n n i n g m y r e m a r k s from the B e r g h o l t R o a d end , f rom w h i c h 

w e s ta r t ed . 

I n t u r n i n g out o f B e r g h o l t R o a d in to the l ane , m a r k e d B a k e r ' s L a n e 

on the p lan , a dep re s s ion w i l l be o b s e r v e d on the r i g h t h a n d ; th i s i s 

a l l tha t r e m a i n s o f the d i t ch , t he l ane r u n n i n g on w h a t i s left o f the 

e a r t h w o r k , w h i c h i s c o n t i n u e d to t he s o u t h , the l ane , a t t he t u r n i n g , 

c r o s s i n g f rom the r a m p a r t t o t he d i t ch s ide . F o r the n e x t th ree 

f i e lds t o w a r d s the r a i l w a y i t fo rms thei r b o u n d a r y on the eas t , a n d 

i s m u c h m o r e perfec t , a l t h o u g h the ou te r e d g e o f t he d i t ch h a s been 

l e v e l l e d . I t i s t hen c u t t h r o u g h b y the r a i l w a y , a n d c o n t i n u e s fa i r ly 

perfec t pas t t he L o d g e F a r m , a n d from t h e n c e t o the r i v e r e x i s t s 

o n l y a s t r ace s , b u t t hese a re e a s i l y f o l l o w e d ; c r o s s i n g the r ive r , the 

r e m a i n s are r ead i l y found u p t o the h i g h - r o a d . U n t i l a b o u t 1836 

th i s por t ion w a s a l m o s t perfec t , b u t M r . P r e s t o n , w h o w a s then 

rec to r o f L e x d e n , d e s t r o y e d i t b y l e v e l l i n g b o t h b a n k a n d d i t ch . 

I t w a s t he s a m e g e n t l e m a n w h o bu i l t the e x t r e m e l y u g l y c h u r c h 

a n d r e c t o r y - h o u s e w e n o w see , and f rom these w e m a y q u i t e under ­

s t a n d tha t he h a d not sufficient t as te to a p p r e c i a t e a n y b e a u t y in the 

d i v e r s i t y a n d i r r egu la r i t i e s o f t he su r face th i s m o u n d p r o d u c e d . 

I f w e fo l low o n the s a m e l ine a n d c r o s s t h e road in to L e x d e n 

P a r k , w e sha l l f i n d t he b a n k r u n n i n g a l o n g the b r o w o f t he h i l l . I n 

the g r e a t e r pa r t o f i ts cou r se t h r o u g h the p a r k t he t r ench i s a b s e n t , 

a s , f rom the s t e e p n e s s o f t he h i l l , i t w a s not r equ i r ed . 
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O u t s i d e the p a r k t he t r ench a n d b a n k a re s o m e w h a t o v e r g r o w n 

w i t h t r ees , a n d th i s pa r t , f rom the p a r k fence to t he end w h e r e i t 

j o i n s the ear l ies t L o n d o n road , i s k n o w n a s B l u e b e l l G r o v e . T h e 

b a n k he re i s g r a d u a l l y b e i n g l e v e l l e d b y the p l o u g h , b u t n o effort, 

fo r tuna te ly , i s m a d e to fill t he d i t c h . 

T h e L o n d o n road f rom C o l c h e s t e r t o the eas t end o f B l u e b e l l 

G r o v e i s not v e r y a p p a r e n t , b u t m a n y m o r e s i g n s o f i t w e r e t o b e 

seen y e a r s a g o . I t s c o u r s e , h o w e v e r , m a y b e ea s i l y t r a ced b y e x -

c a v a t i o n s a c r o s s i ts t r a c k , a n d I w a s i n fo rmed b y a n o ld m a n w h o 

w o r k e d for M i s s K n i g h t , tha t h e h e l p e d r e m o v e m a n y l o a d s o f l a r g e 

s tones f rom the r e m a i n s of th is road . A footpa th e x i s t s to the 

s o u t h , a n d on l o o k i n g o v e r the s t y l e i t w i l l be seen to run o v e r a 

r a i s ed b a n k t o w a r d s P r e t t y - g a t e L a n e . T h i s i s t he c o n t i n u a t i o n o f 

t he road f rom the d i r ec t ion o f C o l c h e s t e r . I f we w e r e t o fo l low this 

ra i sed b a n k w e s h o u l d r e a c h the S t r a i g h t R o a d o n L e x d e n H e a t h , 

a n d s t a n d i n g o n the b a n k the re , a n d l o o k i n g b a c k w a r d s t o w a r d s 

B a l k e r n e G a t e , in e v e r y pa r t o f t h i s l ine t r a c e s o f the o ld road are to 

b e found. 

W e w i l l n o w r e t r a c e o u r s t eps , r e t u r n i n g t o t he B e r g h o l t R o a d 

end o f t h i s e a r t h w o r k , w h e r e we s t a r t ed f rom. At th i s point I can 

f ind no t r ace s on the no r the rn s ide o f t he road , bu t t he re a r e reasons 

for s u p p o s i n g tha t th i s r a m p a r t c o n t i n u e d in th i s d i rec t ion , tha t is , 

t o w a r d s t he nor th , p r o b a b l y into t he C a u s e y a t H o r k e s l e y , for i n 

o n e f ie ld nea r t he b r o o k the re w a s , a few y e a r s a g o , a hard road 

r e m a i n i n g , a n d th i s w a s in t he d i rec t l ine o f t h i s r a m p a r t t o w a r d s 

t he C a u s e y . 

T h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n t he a p p e a r a n c e o f th i s e a r t h w o r k i n c o m p a t i b l e 

w i t h t he suppos i t i on tha t i t m i g h t h a v e been a road , in fact there i s 

m u c h i n f a v o u r o f th i s i d e a ; a t t he s a m e t i m e we c a n n o t be sure i t 

w a s not r a i s ed for de fens ive p u r p o s e s , a n d i ts pos i t ion , pa ra l l e l to, 

a n d ins ide G r y m e s D y k e , b o t h h a v i n g the i r d i t c h e s t o the wes t , 

s t r e n g t h e n s th i s idea , a s does a l so t he a p p e a r a n c e and s i ze o f the 

b a n k in t he f i r s t f i e ld a d j o i n i n g B e r g h o l t road , w h e r e i t h a s been to 

s o m e e x t e n t t h r o w n d o w n . T h e r e m a i n s he re a p p e a r t o indica te 

tha t i t w a s m u c h l a rge r t h a n a t a n y o the r par t o f i ts c o u r s e and 

tha t i t m i g h t p o s s i b l y be a por t ion of a c a m p bui l t for the 

de fender s o f t h i s l ine o f t r e n c h . U n l e s s the p l an o f an e a r t h w o r k 

c a n be fu l ly m a d e ou t , i t b e c o m e s s o m e t i m e s , i n this coun ty , 

e x t r e m e l y difficult t o s a y for w h a t p u r p o s e i t w a s d e s i g n e d , a s there 

h a s b e e n v e r y often s o m u c h ob l i t e r a t ed b y the p l o u g h a n d other 

a g r i c u l t u r a l o p e r a t i o n s tha t y o u c a n n o t b e s u r e h o w m u c h o f the 

o r i g i n a l w o r k i s a p p a r e n t a n d h o w m u c h h a s d i s appea red . A n d i n 

this one now under consideration, perhaps, if we could see more of 
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it, t ha t i s , o f pa r t s n o w d e s t r o y e d , we m i g h t find tha t m a n y o f our 

ideas o f t he p u r p o s e a n d p l a n w o u l d h a v e t o b e cons ide rab ly 

modi f ied . 

I t h a s b e e n s ta ted tha t the M o a t f a rm w a s o r ig ina l l y a R o m a n 

b l o c k h o u s e or fort for the p ro tec t ion of th i s road , i t m a y be that 

t h i s v i e w i s c o r r e c t , bu t i t i s q u i t e as l i k e l y the m o a t w a s m a d e a t a 

m u c h la te r da te . B u t so l i t t le i s k n o w n o f t h e s e m o a t e d houses , o f 

w h i c h the re a re so m a n y in E s s e x , t ha t i t w i l l be a s we l l not t o 

a t t e m p t to a s s i g n a da te for i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

E a r t h w o r k s i n the pa s t h a v e b e e n v e r y m u c h neg l ec t ed b y anti­

q u a r i e s , a fact m u c h to be r e g r e t t e d , a s we h a v e no r e m a i n s from 

ear l ie r a g e s w h i c h c a n do m o r e to i l lus t ra te t he h i s to ry of a dis tr ict 

t h a n the b a n k s , m o u n d s , a n d t r e n c h e s w h i c h o c c u r so f requent ly i n 

m a n y pa r t s o f t h i s c o u n t r y , a n d w h i c h a re m o r e than g r a d u a l l y 

d i s a p p e a r i n g in al l d i r ec t ions . I f we h a v e done b u t l i t t le to -day in 

a s s i g n i n g a da te a n d so on to th i s fine e a r t h - w o r k we h a v e j u s t v i s i t ed , 

we sha l l a t leas t p l a c e on r eco rd i ts c o n d i t i o n a t t he present t ime, for 

t he use of fu ture s t uden t s . 

T h e a c c o m p a n y i n g p lan , 1 k i n d l y m a d e for m e b y M a j o r B a l e , from 

the s i x - i n c h O r d n a n c e M a p , w i l l g i v e a co r r ec t idea o f the course 

a n d l e n g t h o f th i s fine e a r t h w o r k . T h e do ts p l a c e d near the r iver 

ind ica te w h e r e o n l y t r a c e s o f t he b a n k a re t o b e found. 

T h e s k e t c h , a l so b y M a j o r B a l e , o f the b a n k , d i t ch , and coun te r sca rp , 

at t he poin t m a r k e d by a l ine f rom A to B on the p lan , w i l l se rve to 

s h e w w h a t a p p e a r a n c e s a re p r e s e n t e d b y th i s e a r t h w o r k , w h e r e the 

r e m a i n s a re in a fa i r ly per fec t c o n d i t i o n . " 

Be fo re t he p a r t y d i spe r sed h e a r t y t h a n k s w e r e a c c o r d e d t o M r . 

L a v e r for h i s pape r , a n d t o S i r M o u n t s t u a r t a n d L a d y G r a n t - D u f f 

for the i r k i n d l y w e l c o m e . 

1 The Society is indebted to Mr. Laver for kindly supplying the blocks for the reproduction of 
Major Bale's plan and sketch. Ed. 




