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S t a n e s g a t e P r i o r y ( v o l . x i v . , p . 2 1 8 ) . — A s a s u p p l e m e n t to 

my p a p e r on the f o u n d e r o f S t a n e s g a t e P r i o r y a n d h i s he i r s , I 

s h o u l d l i k e t o add tha t M a r y , w i d o w o f R a l f F i t z B r i a n ( w h o died 

i n 1233) w a s r e - m a r r i e d , w i t h o u t t he K i n g ' s l e a v e , t o R a l f d e 

B e r e f o r d . T h e y w e r e b o t h s u m m o n e d t o a n s w e r fo r th i s offence, 

a n d h a d t o " m a k e f i n e " for the K i n g ' s p a r d o n . 1 W e learn from 

the C l o s e R o l l s o f 1241 tha t R a l f h a d t o p a y 10 l . t o B a r t h o l o m e w 

P e c h e , w h o had the w a r d s h i p o f R a l f F i t z B r i a n ' s he i r s , and tha t 

B a r t h o l o m e w w a s e x c u s e d from p a y i n g o v e r th i s a m o u n t t o 

t he C r o w n . 2 
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St. Peter 's C h u r c h , C o l c h e s t e r . — T h i s c h u r c h e n j o y s the 

s i n g u l a r d i s t i nc t ion , no t o n l y o f b e i n g m e n t i o n e d i n D o m e s d a y , b u t 

o f b e i n g p r o v e d b y tha t r e c o r d t o h a v e b e e n i n e x i s t e n c e before t he 

N o r m a n C o n q u e s t . T h e D o m e s d a y f igu res a l so s h o w tha t i t had 

the l a r g e s t g l e b e in the c o u n t y , t he e q u i v a l e n t , in fact , of a ru ra l 

m a n o r . 3 S o l a r g e a n e n d o w m e n t w o u l d a t t r a c t the c o v e t o u s n e s s o f 

N o r m a n lo rds , a n d D o m e s d a y s h o w s us a four th o f i t a l r e a d y in t he 

h a n d s o f ' E u d o d a p i f e r ' 4 a n d the o the r t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o f i t claimed by 

R o b e r t son o f R a l f d e H a t i n g e s (sic). W i t h D o m e s d a y , o f c o u r s e , 

M o r a n t w a s fami l ia r , b u t h e c o n f e s s e d (of S t . P e t e r ' s ) t ha t h e cou ld 

no t find " i n w h o m the p a t r o n a g e o f i t o r i g i n a l l y w a s . " 5 

He h a d no t , i t i s t rue , the k n o w l e d g e o f t he g r e a t c a r t u l a r y o f 

S t . J o h n ' s tha t we n o w p o s s e s s , bu t i t i s p e r h a p s s t r a n g e that he did 

no t " p u t t w o a n d t w o t o g e t h e r " i n t he c a s e o f S t . B o t o l p h ' s . F o r 

he r e c i t e s t he c h a r t e r o f R i c h a r d I . i n 1 1 8 9 , 6 w h i c h c o n f i r m e d to the 

P r i o r y " a l l the a l m s , t i thes , a n d l ands w h i c h t hey had o f the fees o f 

W i l l i a m son o f R o b e r t o f H a s t i n g s , " etc., etc. As he w a s a w a r e 

tha t S t . P e t e r ' s " w a s g i v e n t o the P r i o r y " (p . 1 1 2 ) h e m i g h t h a v e 

g u e s s e d tha t w h a t w a s g i v e n w a s t he t h r e e - q u a r t e r s s h a r e o f R o b e r t 

d e H a [ s ] t i n g e s r e c o r d e d i n D o m e s d a y . W i t h the h e l p o f the 

S t . J o h n ' s c a r t u l a r y w e c a n c l e a r u p the m a t t e r a b s o l u t e l y . P e r h a p s 

t he ear l ies t m e n t i o n o f S t . J o h n ' s s h a r e in t he c h u r c h i s on p . 87, 

where Bishop Gilbert Foliot confirms to the abbey "tertiam (sic) 

1 Braeton's Note Book, E d . M a i t l a n d , C a s e 1278 (1239-40). F o r the offence of m a r r y i n g , 

w i t h o u t the K i n g ' s l e a v e , the d o w e r e d w i d o w of a t enan t in capite, s ee my Rotuli de Dominabus 

( P i p e R o l l S o c i e t y ) . 
2 Close Rolls, 1237-1242 , p p . 377, 408. 
3 S e e Vict. Hist. Essex, i . , 578. 

4 Ibid., p p . 576, 578. 
5 History of Colchester, p. 1 1 2 . 

6 Ibid., p. 147. 
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p a r t e m e c c l e s i e S a n c t i P e t r i in t r a m u r o s C o l c e s t r i e , " in a c h a r t e r 

o f 1 1 6 5 - 1 1 7 3 . T h e n e x t ea r l i e s t m e n t i o n o f S t . P e t e r ' s i s o n p . 539 , 

b u t bo th t h e s e a re u n i n d e x e d . I t i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t for o u r p u r p o s e , 

for i t r e c o r d s an a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n a b b o t G i l b e r t a n d pr ior J o h n 

tha t St . B o t o l p h ' s " l i b e r a m et a b s o l u t a m s u a m quartam in e c c l e s i a 

S a n c t i P e t r i r e c o g n o s c a t e t r e m i t t a t S a n c t o J o h a n n i . " T h e q u a r t e r 

s h a r e i n S t . P e t e r ' s , w h i c h i s he re r e c o g n i s e d a s b e l o n g i n g t o 

S t . John ' s A b b e y , i s o b v i o u s l y tha t w h i c h w a s he ld b y " E u d o 

D a p i f e r " i n D o m e s d a y , a n d m u s t h a v e been g i v e n b y h i m t o 

h i s founda t ion , a l t h o u g h w e h a v e n o r e c o r d o f the fac t . T h e n a m e s 

o f G i l b e r t a n d J o h n in c o n j u n c t i o n da te th i s d o c u m e n t a s o f the 

s e c o n d ha l f o f the twe l f th c e n t u r y , 1 w i t h w h i c h da te the w i t n e s s e s 

a p p e a r t o b e i n a g r e e m e n t . T h e n e x t d o c u m e n t r e c o r d s a n a g r e e -

m e n t b e t w e e n a b b o t A d a m and p r io r H a s c u l f (p . 5 4 3 ) , a n d is , 

there fore , a p p a r e n t l y , o f 1 2 2 3 - 1 2 3 8 . 2 T h e q u a r t e r - s h a r e i s he re 

c o m m u t e d for an a n n u a l p a y m e n t (pensione) o f f ive s h i l l i n g s a n d 

fou rpence from the r ec to r t o the a b b e y . S u b j e c t t o th i s , S t . B o t o l p h ' s 

P r i o r y w a s t o e n j o y the r i gh t o f p r e s e n t i n g the ' p a r s o n ' for e v e r . 

T h e las t c h a r t e r (p . 498) i s da t ed a t C o l c h e s t e r , M i d s u m m e r d a y , 

1 3 6 4 , a n d r e c o r d s a n a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n a b b o t S i m o n a n d pr ior 

John , w h i c h s e c u r e s to t he p r i o ry the w h o l e a d v o w s o n (totum 

patronatum) o f S t . P e t e r ' s , s u b j e c t to t he p a y m e n t o f f ive s h i l l i n g s 

(sic) a y e a r . 3 
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A Soken W i l l . — T h e w i l l 4 of R i c h a r d de P i r y t o n , A r c h d e a c o n 

of C o l c h e s t e r in the l a t t e r ha l f o f the four teen th c e n t u r y , i s i n c l u d e d 

in a c o l l e c t i o n of S o k e n w i l l s in the p o s s e s s i o n of the wr i t e r , b u t , 

o t h e r w i s e t h a n tha t i t w a s e x e c u t e d in T h o r p e , h a s s m a l l in teres t for 

t he d i s t r i c t . T h e r e a s o n for t he p r e s e n c e o f the a r c h d e a c o n in 

T h o r p e a t t he t i m e , c e r t a i n k n o w l e d g e o f w h i c h w o u l d h a v e m a d e 

the w i l l m o r e v a l u a b l e , i s a m a t t e r for c o n j e c t u r e as we w r i t e , for 

t he c o n d i t i o n s u n d e r w h i c h w e l i v e c u t u s off f r o m the s o u r c e 

r i ches t o f a l l i n i n fo rma t ion c o n c e r n i n g the S o k e n . 

I t m a y be , a n d w e t h i n k i t r e a s o n a b l e t o s u p p o s e , tha t t he 

a r c h d e a c o n a n d h i s c o m p a n i o n s w e r e e n g a g e d in a v i s i t a t i on o f t he 

m a n o r s , o r c h u r c h e s , o r b o t h , o f t he S o k e n , in A u g u s t , 1387 ; and , 

while in Thorpe, he was stricken with the sudden and mortal 

1 S e e M r . R o b e r t F o w l e r ' s l ists in Vict. Hist. Essex, i i . , 1 0 1 , 150 . 
2 Ibid. 
3 Cartulary, p p . 499-502. T h e c a n o n s f o r m a l l y a d m i t t e d the r igh t of the a b b e y to this 

p a y m e n t " a sua prima fundatione." 
4 P , C . C . R o u s , 2 . 


