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A R E C E N T p a p e r o f m i n e o n " T h e b i s h o p ' s ' s o k e ' i n C o l c h e s t e r " 

( x i v . , 1 3 7 - 1 4 1 ) w a s fo l l owed i m m e d i a t e l y b y one o n " H a y m e s o k n e 

i n C o l c h e s t e r " b y our ed i to r ia l s e c r e t a r y . M r . R i c k w o r d , w h o h a s 

m a d e a t h o r o u g h s t u d y of t he C o l c h e s t e r C a r t u l a r y , found in i t 

c e r t a i n r e fe rences t o the n a m e s o f the t e n a n t s o f the b i s h o p ' s ' s o k e ' 

a n d the i r r e l a t i v e s , a s to w h i c h I w i l l o n l y s a y tha t s o m e o f t h e m 

are , t o m y o w n t h i n k i n g , p e r h a p s too s p e c u l a t i v e . H e r e , h o w e v e r , 

m y poin t i s tha t h e c a l l s the b i s h o p ' s ' s o k e ' " t h e H a y m e s o k n e , a s 

M o r a n t s a y s i t w a s s t y l e d " ( x i v . , 142 ) . M o r a n t d o e s u n d o u b t e d l y 

s a y so , in a no te to h i s t r ansc r ip t of t ha t p a s s a g e in t he D o m e s d a y 

S u r v e y o f C o l c h e s t e r w h i c h d e a l s w i t h the b i s h o p ' s ' s o k e ' ; b u t 

w a s he r i g h t in d o i n g so ? 

H e s u p p o r t s h i s s t a t e m e n t b y the e v i d e n c e o f three i n d e p e n d e n t 

d o c u m e n t s . T h e first i s " a n i n q u e s t " o f 1 0 E d w . I I . ( 1 3 1 6 - 7 ) i n 

h i s o w n posses s ion , r e c i t i n g tha t M a s t e r J o h n d e C o l c h e s t e r c l a i m s 

t o h a v e a s o k e ca l l ed H a y m e s o k n e w i t h i n the w a l l s o f the B o r o u g h 

o f C o l c h e s t e r , a n d h o l d s the re in h i s t h r e e - w e e k l y c o u r t a n d does no t 

suffer a n y e x e c u t i o n the re in b y the k i n g ' s o f f i c e r s . 1 T h e s e c o n d i s 

the W i l l o f T h o m a s F r a n c e y s , i n 1 4 1 6 , w h e r e the re i s m e n t i o n " d e 

d o m i n i o meo, alias d ie t . ' S o k a in H e d s t r e t v o c a t ' H a y m s o k n e . " 

T h e th i rd i s a L a w - H u n d r e d rol l o f 6 H e n r y V I I I . ( 1 5 1 4 - 1 5 1 5 ) i n 

w h i c h " i t is s t y l e d Soca jac' in Havedstrete ; so tha t i t a p p e a r s to h a v e 

been a d i s t inc t F r a n c h i s e , L i b e r t y , o r J u r i s d i c t i o n . " Q u i t e so . 

M o r a n t s e e m s t o h a v e a r g u e d t hus f rom the a b o v e e v i d e n c e : — T h e 

H a y m e s o k n e i s p r o v e d t o h a v e b e e n " i n H e a d S t r e e t ; " t h e b i s h o p ' s 

s o k e w a s b o u n d e d , o n t he eas t , b y H e a d S t r e e t ; the re fore , a s there 

are no t l i k e l y t o h a v e b e e n t w o ' s o k e s ' i n o r b o u n d e d b y H e a d s t reet , 

the ' H a y m e s o k n e ' m u s t h a v e b e e n the s o k e a b o u t S t . M a r y ' s , 

which was the bishop's in 1206. I must confess to having always 

1 " U n a m S o k a m v o c a t a m H a y m e s o k n e inf ra m u r o s B u r g i C o l e c ' e t i n e a d e m tene t C u r i a m 

s u a m d e t r i b u s s e p t i m a n i s i n t res s e p t i m a n a s , e t n u l l a m e x e c u t i o n e m f i e r i pe rmi t t i t i n e a d e m 

p e r min i s t ro s D o m i n i R e g i s . " 



78 T H E " H A Y M E S O C N E " I N C O L C H E S T E R . 

felt e x t r e m e l y u n e a s y a s t o th i s i den t i f i ca t ion . T h a t the b i shop ' s 

s o k e shou ld a s s u m e a n d s h o u l d o b s t i n a t e l y re ta in th is ex t raord inary 

n a m e i s a f ac t u n e x p l a i n e d a n d , to m e , h i g h l y i m p r o b a b l e . 

N o w , w e h a v e o n l y t o t u rn t o a n o t h e r p a g e (p . 1 4 7 ) o f M o r a n t ' s 

History of Colchester to find h i m c i t i n g the c h a r t e r of R i c h a r d I. to 

S t . B o t o l p h ' s P r i o r y a s c o n f i r m i n g t o i ts c a n o n s " al l the a lms , 

tithes, and lands which they possessed of the hamesocna 

[i.e., the Liberty]." 1 A very different explanation of this mysterious 

w o r d ! 

T h e m o s t a u t h o r i t a t i v e t e x t o f t h i s c h a r t e r i s tha t w h i c h i s found 

in the official Calendar of Patent Rolls ( 1 3 9 9 - 1 4 0 1 ) , ed i ted by M r . 

R o b e r t F o w l e r , o f t he P u b l i c R e c o r d Of f ice , a m e m b e r o f our 

c o u n c i l . T h e p a s s a g e the re runs t h u s (p . 3 7 4 ) : — 

D e c i m a s e t possess iones q u a s h a b e n t d e feudo W i l l e l m i f i l i i R o b e r t i d e 

H a s t i n g e a et de feudo de S a k e v i l l e t de hamiessocna. 

As th i s t e x t i s t a k e n o n l y f rom an Inspeximis o f 1400, we m a y 

p r o b a b l y m a k e the t r i f l ing e m e n d a t i o n o f r e a d i n g the four m i n i m s 

mi as im, w h i c h w o u l d g i v e us haimessocna ; bu t t h i s is in no w a y 

e s s e n t i a l . T h e c h a r t e r g i v e s u s n o c l u e a s t o w h a t o r w h e r e th is 

d i s t r i c t w a s , b u t t he re i s t r a n s c r i b e d in the g r e a t c a r t u l a r y o f S t . 

J o h n ' s A b b e y , C o l c h e s t e r , a n a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n tha t h o u s e and 

S t . B o t o l p h ' s P r i o r y (pp . 545-6 ) , c o n c e r n i n g the c h u r c h a n d t i thes 

o f S t . L e o n a r d ' s a t t he H y t h e . I t s da te i s 1 2 2 7 . I t i s the re p rov ided 

tha t t he P r i o r y i s t o r e c e i v e — 

O m n e s d e c i m a s i l las p r o v e n i e n t e s de Sokaham, t am de p a s t u r a q u a m de terra 

a rab i l i , que Sofia se ex t end i t i b i d e m a ter ra W a l t e r i Ur s i pe r b o s c u m q u e v o c a t u r 

H e d h o a d m o l e n d i n u m e o r u m q u o d v o c a t u r N e w e m e l n e . 

T h i s c a r t u l a r y a l so c o n t a i n s ( p . 3 1 0 ) t w o c h a r t e r s o f I s i l i a , d a u g h t e r 

o f R o b e r t d e S e t v a n s , g r a n t i n g t o S t . J o h n ' s A b b e y " t e r r a m q u a m 

W i l l e l m u s 2 P u l e h a r e a l i q u a n d o t enu i t de me de Soka Hann." As 

' H a n n ' m a k e s n o n s e n s e , I p r o p o s e to read the four m i n i m s nn a s im, 

w h i c h g i v e s us ' S o k a Haim.'3 I do th i s w i t h the m o r e c o n f i d e n c e 

b e c a u s e the C a r t u l a r y ' s T a b l e o f C o n t e n t s a c t u a l l y r e a d s " d e te r ra 

W i l l e l m i P u l l e h a r e d e S o k a H a i m " (p . l x v i i i ) . N o l o c a l i t y i s m e n -

tioned, but it is significant that the name of Edmund 'Pullehare' 

1 M o r a n t s p o k e indi f ferent ly o f ' t h e L i b e r t y ' o r ' L i b e r t i e s ' o f C o l c h e s t e r , b y w h i c h h e m e a n t 
the four o u t l y i n g p a r i s h e s . T h u s h e d e v o t e s C a p . 3 o f h i s B o o k I I . t o the " P a r i s h e s w i t h i n the 
L i b e r t y , " bu t s t y l e s t h e m a f e w l i ne s l o w e r d o w n " w i t h i n i ts L i b e r t i e s " (p. 130). S o a l s o , o n 
p . 95, he s p e a k s o f " t h e L i b e r t i e s ' " in h i s h e a d i n g to a s e c t i o n , bu t , a f ew l i ne s l o w e r d o w n ' 
r e n d e r s Banleuca a s ' t h e L i b e r t y , ' a s he d o e s on p . 83, w h e r e he t w i c e t h u s t r a n s l a t e s Banleuca 

in the f a m o u s cha r t e r of R i c h a r d I . 

2 ' A l e x a n d e r ' in t he s e c o n d c h a r t e r . 

3 T h e n a m e is i n d e x e d as ' S o k a h a m ' in bo th c a s e s (p. 684). 
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(a v e r y r a r e cognomen)1 i s found in c o n n e x i o n w i t h the s o k e in the 

o the r d o c u m e n t (p . 5 4 5 ) . 

A n en t i r e ly f resh l i gh t i s t h r o w n b y the a b o v e a g r e e m e n t upon 

th i s d o c u m e n t on our m y s t e r i o u s ' s o k e . ' I t i s he re s p o k e n o f a s 

c o m p r i s i n g p a s t u r e a n d a r a b l e l and i n S t . L e o n a r d ' s pa r i sh , and , a s 

S t . B o t o l p h ' s P r i o r y w a s c o n c e r n e d w i t h the t i t hes o f th i s l and , i t 

c a n h a r d l y b e q u e s t i o n e d tha t th is w a s t he " H a i m e s s o c n a " o f 

R i c h a r d I . ' s c h a r t e r i n 1 1 8 9 — l e s s t han for ty y e a r s ear l ie r than the 

deed o f 1 2 2 7 . W i t h r ega rd t o the g r a n t b y I s i l i a d e S e t v a n s , the re 

i s n o d i r ec t c l u e t o i ts da t e , b u t her h u s b a n d , W a l t e r d e B e l g r a n t , 

w h o c o n f i r m s it, o n l y o c c u r s , I b e l i e v e , in one o the r o f t he c a r t u l a r y 

d o c u m e n t s , a n a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n the A b b e y a n d the P r i o r y 

(p . 539 ) , to w h i c h he i s a w i t n e s s , a n d w h i c h i s c e r t a i n l y no t l a te r 

t h a n the t w e l f t h c e n t u r y . I t s h o u l d b e o b s e r v e d tha t I s i l i a s p e a k s 

o f he r p o w e r t o g i v e th is l and a s b e i n g o f he r ' f r a n k m a r r i a g e , ' 2 

i.e., he r m a r r i a g e - p o r t i o n . I t m u s t , therefore , h a v e b e e n he ld by 

he r f a the r before her . T h e S e t v a n s f ami ly he ld the m a n o r o f L i t t l e 

W i g b o r o u g h , a n d i t i s i m p o r t a n t to o b s e r v e tha t t h e y he ld i t o f t he 

E a r l s o f G l o u c e s t e r . M o r a n t does not c a r r y t h e m b a c k b e y o n d 

1 2 5 3 , bu t in my ed i t ion of the Rotuli de Dominabus" (p . 80) the re w i l l 

be f o u n d a l o n g a n d i m p o r t a n t e n t r y on the l and o f R o b e r t ' d e 

S e t v a n s ' a t ( L i t t l e ) W i g b o r o u g h , w h i c h p r o v e s tha t h e had the re 

s u c c e e d e d h i s fa the r e a r l y in 1 1 8 4 , b u t t ha t he w a s sti l l a m i n o r in 

1 1 8 5 and h i s l and in t he k i n g ' s hands . 4 N o w th i s en t ry c o n t a i n s a 

m o s t i m p o r t a n t c l a u s e c o n c e r n i n g l and in Colchester w h i c h w a s 

a p p u r t e n a n t t o the m a n o r a n d s h o u l d b e v a l u e d w i t h i t . 5 

T h i s b r i n g s m e t o m y po in t . W e h a v e seen tha t the " H a y m e s o c n e , " 

i n t h e s e e a r l y d a y s , l a y , not i n H e a d S t r e e t , bu t far a w a y , i n S t . 

L e o n a r d ' s pa r i sh , a n d tha t i t t h e n h a d n o t h i n g t o do w i t h the b i s h o p 

o r w i t h h i s " s o k e . " C a n w e then d i s c o v e r i n D o m e s d a y s o m e 

s i m i l a r e n t r y w h i c h w o u l d fit the d e s c r i p t i o n o f ou r " H a y m e s o c n e " 

a s c o n t a i n i n g a r a b l e a n d p a s t u r e a n d m i g h t e v e n a c c o u n t for i ts 

n a m e ? I am g o i n g to m a k e the b o l d s u g g e s t i o n tha t the re i s s u c h 

a n e n t r y , a n e n t r y w h i c h h a s n e v e r y e t b e e n p r o p e r l y e x p l a i n e d . 

1 ' P u l l e h a r e ' a l o n e is f o u n d as the n a m e of a t enan t in an e a r l y c h a r t e r on p . 307. 
2 " S i c u t i l l am q u a m b e n e d o n a r e po tu i s i cu t d e m e o l i b e r o m a r i t a g i o . " O n the p r e v a l e n c e 

of the maritagium a t t h i s t i m e s e e my P r e f a c e to the Rotuli de Dominabus (c i ted b e l o w ) , 

p . x x x v i . 

3 I s s u e d by the P i p e Ro l l S o c i e t y . I p r e s e n t e d a c o p y of th i s w o r k to our S o c i e t y . 

4 A s par t o f the E a r l o f G l o u c e s t e r ' s f i e f w h i c h w a s t h e n , s im i l a r l y , i n the h a n d s o f the 

C r o w n . T h e ear l s had s u c c e e d e d t o H a m o ' s f i e f . 

6 " Et si t e r r a de C o l e c e s t r ' foret ei ad junc ta , c u m p e r t i n e n c i i s , " etc. 
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In the Victoria History of Essex (i., 5 7 6 ) I h a v e t h u s t rans la ted this 

p a s s a g e : — 

H a m o D a p i f e r (has) 1 h o u s e and 1 c o u r t (curia) and 1 h i d e of land, and 15 

b u r g e s s e s ; and th i s w a s he ld b y h is p r e d e c e s s o r T h u r b e r t i n K i n g E d w a r d ' s 

t i m e ; and al l th is , e x c e p t h i s ha l l , used to r ender c u s t o m a r y due in K i n g E d w a r d ' s 

t i m e ; and the bu rges se s st i l l r ender i t on the i r po l l s (de suis capitibus), bu t from 

the i r land and from the h i d e w h i c h H a m o h o l d s the d u e i s not rendered . In (that) 

h i d e (was) then 1 p l o u g h ; n o w n o n e ; then and now 6 a c r e s of m e a d o w ; and al l 

th i s w a s w o r t h 4 p o u n d s in K i n g E d w a r d ' s t ime, and the s ame w h e n he r ece ived 

(it) ; and n o w 40 sh i l l ings . 

In h i s C o l c h e s t e r a d d r e s s t o the A r c h a e o l o g i c a l In s t i t u t e ( 1 8 7 6 ) M r . 

F r e e m a n d e s c r i b e d th i s a s " a n e n t r y o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t " and 

o b s e r v e d tha t , l i ke h i s p r e d e c e s s o r T h u r b e a r n , " H a m o , bes ides a 

h o u s e , h a d a ' c u r i a , ' a r a re w o r d w h o s e u se I do not ful ly under -

s t a n d ; a n d th is ' c u r i a ' s e e m s , I k n o w not on w h a t g r o u n d , to 

b e ident i f ied w i t h a n e x i s t i n g h o u s e w h i c h k e e p s por t ions o f 

R o m a n e s q u e d a t e . " 1 I h a v e no idea to w h a t h o u s e the P ro fe s so r 

he re a l l u d e d , b u t m y o w n s u g g e s t i o n w o u l d b e v e r y different , n a m e l y , 

tha t t h i s " c u r i a " w a s t he t h r e e - w e e k l y c o u r t w h i c h John o f 

C o l c h e s t e r , w e h a v e seen , c l a i m e d t o ho ld , i n 1 3 1 0 , w i t h i n h i s 

" H a y m e s o c n e . " 

M a y w e not , i n shor t , d e r i v e the n a m e o f th i s " H a y m e s o c n e " 

f rom ' H a m o ' o r ' H a i m o ' dapifer ? A l t h o u g h the form ' H a m o ' 

m a y b e the m o r e fami l ia r , ' H a i m o ' s e e m s t o h a v e been the m o r e 

u s u a l form ; for in the i n d e x to M r . D a v i s ' l e a rned Regesta regum 

Anglo-Normannorum ( v o l . i . ) , in w h i c h the n a m e of the dapifer o c c u r s 

i n f ive -and- th i r ty d o c u m e n t s , h e s e l e c t s ' H a i m o ' for his i n d e x . 

M r . M o r r i s a l so , i n a r ecen t p a p e r on " T h e N o r m a n S h e r i f f " i n the 

Eng. Hist. Rev. ( A p r i l , 1 9 1 8 ) , g i v e s the n a m e ten t i m e s , and a l w a y s 

a s ' H a i m o . " 2 ' H a y m o , ' o f c o u r s e , w a s o n l y a n o t h e r fo rm o f 

' H a i m o . ' I n a n o t h e r p l a c e 3 I h a v e s u g g e s t e d tha t , b y ano the r 

e m e n d a t i o n — r e a d i n g ' H e n n o ' a s ' H e i m o ' — w e c o u l d ident i fy 

' H e n n o d e n t a t u s , ' the he ro o f W a l t e r M a p ' s ta le o f t he m a n w h o 

m a r r i e d a d e m o n wi fe , a s iden t ica l w i t h t he ' H a i m o d e n t a t u s ' o f 

W i l l i a m o f M a l m e s b u r y , the p r o g e n i t o r o f ' H a i m o D a p i f e r . ' T h e 

a b o v e D o m e s d a y e n t r y p r o v e s tha t h i s h o l d i n g i n c l u d e d a r a b l e 

a n d m e a d o w , w h i c h l a t t e r m u s t h a v e b e e n o n the r i ve r , a s i t w o u l d 

h a v e b e e n i n S t . L e o n a r d ' s pa r i sh . L e t u s r e tu rn t o t he e v i d e n c e 

p r o v i n g a c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n the ' S o k a H a i m ' a n d the S e t v a n s 

family of Little Wigborough well before the end of the twelfth 

1 English Towns and Districts, p. 408. 
2 S e e a l s o D r . Ar mitage R o b i n s o n ' s Gilbert Crispin, p p . 34, 140. 

3 Peerage and Pedigree, i i . , 266-8. 
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c e n t u r y . D o m e s d a y s h o w s tha t L i t t l e W i g b o r o u g h w a s he ld o f 

' H a m o D a p i f e r , ' a n d w i t h i n a c e n t u r y (i.e., in 1 1 8 5 ) a r e tu rn of the 

m a n o r s t a t e s " s i t e r ra d e C o l e c e s t r ' foret e i a d j u n c t a , c u m 

pe r t inenc i i s , e t m o l e n d i n u m esse t r e p a r a t u m , " i t w o u l d be w o r t h , 

not 16 l . , b u t 20l. a y e a r . " T h e r e w a s no t a n d c o u l d no t be a m i l l 

a t L i t t l e W i g b o r o u g h , b u t the re c o u l d h a v e b e e n one o n the m e a d o w 

l and by the C o l n e . I t m a y on ly , o f c o u r s e , h a v e b e e n a c o i n c i d e n c e 

tha t t h i s d i f ference o f 4 l . w a s p r e c i s e l y the a m o u n t a t w h i c h 

D o m e s d a y v a l u e d the C o l c h e s t e r h o l d i n g of Hamo Dapifer, bo th in 

K i n g E d w a r d ' s t i m e a n d w h e n h e r e c e i v e d i t ; b u t t ha t the " s o c a 

H a i m " did d e r i v e i ts n a m e f rom h i m I c a n feel no d o u b t . 

W e m u s t no t , o f c o u r s e , fo rge t tha t the l a t e r e v i d e n c e , w h i c h I 

c i t ed f rom M o r a n t a t t h e o u t s e t , does d i s t i n c t l y a s s o c i a t e the 

" H a y m e s o c n e " w i t h H e a d S t r e e t , b u t , j u s t a s n u m e r o u s " b u r -

g e s s e s , " i n D o m e s d a y , h a v e l and i n the f ields a b o u t t he t o w n , 

H a m o (or H a i m o ) m a y w e l l h a v e h a d h i s c a p i t a l m e s s u a g e i n w h a t 

m a y then h a v e b e e n the ch i e f s t ree t o f the t o w n , t h o u g h h i s l and 

m u s t h a v e la in ou t s ide the w a l l s . I t i s a n o t e w o r t h y fea ture of h i s 

h o l d i n g tha t i t c o m p r i s e d , a s D o m e s d a y s h o w s , no t o n l y h i s o w n 

" h i d e " a n d m e a d o w land , b u t a l so the l a n d s o f h i s b u r g e s s e s , 

w h i c h , in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t he use o f the n o t a b l e t e r m aula a n d 

w i t h the j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r h i s t e n a n t s w h i c h a ' s o k e ' w o u l d h a v e 

i m p l i e d , m u s t h a v e g i v e n to t he w h o l e a r e s e m b l a n c e to a t leas t an 

i n c h o a t e m a n o r . 

S u c h ' s o k e s ' w e r e found i n o u r o ldes t t o w n s a n d a re a n a n c i e n t 

f ea tu re . A t W i n c h e s t e r ( the o r i g ina l cap i t a l ) Q u e e n E m m a h a d 

g r a n t e d t o S t . S w i t h u n ' s " t h e r e m a r k a b l e m a n o r a n d l i b e r t y o f 

' G o d b e a t e , ' a h o u s e , c h u r c h a n d p r e c i n c t i n the H i g h S t r e e t , i n t he 

v e r y c e n t r e o f the c i t y , " w h i c h r e t a ined i ts p r i v i l e g e s f rom 952 to 

1 5 4 1 . T h e pr ior a n d c o n v e n t e n j o y e d the re a c o u r t " f r o m th ree 

w y k e t o t h r e e w y k e , " a s i n t he C o l c h e s t e r ' H a y m e s o c n e . ' I n 

L o n d o n we r ead o f t he ear l o f G l o u c e s t e r ' s soca a t an e a r l y da te a n d 

of a soca b e l o n g i n g to the H o n o u r o f H u n t i n g d o n , g i v e n by ear l S i m o n 

t o R o g e r F i t z R e i n f r i d , t h e g i f t b e i n g c o n f i r m e d b y H e n r y I I . i n 

1 1 7 5 . I n 1 1 8 9 A n d r e w B u c h e r e l had h i s socha ( B u c k l e r s b u r y ) a n d 

the pr ior o f H o l y T r i n i t y w a s a l d e r m a n o f Portsoken W a r d . 
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