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T H E c o i n s d e s c r i b e d i n th i s p a p e r f o r m a s m a l l c o l l e c t i o n o f 5 0 

p i eces i n the p o s s e s s i o n o f C . H . G r e e n e , E s q . , o f B e r k h a m s t e d 

S c h o o l , and a re a l l f rom C o l c h e s t e r s i t e s . T h e i r c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

d i s t r ibu t ion c o r r e s p o n d s in t he m a i n w i t h tha t o f the c o i n s found a t 

V e r u l a m i u m , s o far a s t h e s e h a v e b e e n d e s c r i b e d . W e h a v e a 

s ca t t e r ed r ep re sen t a t i on , e x t e n d i n g o v e r n e a r l y four c e n t u r i e s , from 

the r e i g n o f A u g u s t u s to tha t o f V a l e n s , w i t h a g r e a t l y s w o l l e n 

v o l u m e o f o u t p u t d u r i n g the f i r s t ha l f o f the fou r th c e n t u r y , t o 

w h i c h per iod b e l o n g n o less t han s i x t e e n c o i n s i s sued b y C o n s t a n t i n e 

a n d his s o n s . 

T h e r e i s a n a t i v e B r i t i s h b r o n z e s h o w i n g on the o b v e r s e a 

fu tur is t s t u d y of a head , a n d on the r e v e r s e a cha r io t a n d d r i v e r 

d r a w n to the r i g h t by a w o n d e r f u l h o r s e a t s u c h a speed tha t t he 

c h a r i o t has c o m e t o p i e c e s . 

T h e d e c i p h e r a b l e m i n t m a r k s a r e n ine i n n u m b e r , a n d i n c l u d e 

those o f A q u i l e i a ( 1 ) , A r e l a t u m ( 1 ) , ( C o l c h e s t e r ( 1 ) , L o n d i n i u m (2), 

L u g d u n u m ( 1 ) , S i s c i a ( 1 ) , and T r e v e s (2). I n add i t i on the re a r e 

t h ree c o i n s o n w h i c h the m a r k m a y b e tha t o f T r e v e s , t h o u g h the 

o t h e r l e t t e r s b e s i d e s T a re u n c e r t a i n . So far a s t h e y g o , t hese 

m i n t - m a r k s c o r r e s p o n d w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n s d r a w n f r o m the c o i n s 

found on the s i te o f V e r u l a m as t o t he r e c r u i t i n g g r o u n d s o f the 

B r i t i s h g a r r i s o n . O u t s i d e the P r e f e c t u r e o f t he T h r e e G a u l s , o n l y 

t w o m i n t s ( S i s c i a a n d A q u i l e i a ) a re r e p r e s e n t e d , S i s c i a b e c a u s e i t 

w a s s i tua t ed i n the m i d s t o f the f ierce P a n n o n i a n s , f rom w h o m the 

d ra f t s w e r e d e r i v e d , A q u i l e i a b e c a u s e i t w a s the p r i n c i p a l ha l t i ng -

place on their march westward. Their military value is justly 
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e s t i m a t e d by G i b b o n in a s e n t e n c e of h i s f i f th c h a p t e r , w h e r e he 

o b s e r v e s tha t " T h e i r w a r l i k e y o u t h afforded a n inexhaus t ib l e 

s u p p l y of r ec ru i t s to the l e g i o n s s t a t i o n e d on the b a n k s of the 

D a n u b e , a n d w h i c h , f rom a pe rpe tua l w a r f a r e a g a i n s t the G e r m a n s 

a n d S a r m a t i a n s , w e r e d e s e r v e d l y e s t e e m e d the bes t t roops i n the 

s e r v i c e . " 

A u g u s t a T r e v e r o r u m ( T r e v e s ) , w h e r e the p r i n c i p a l r e l i g ious cu l t 

w a s tha t o f M a r s , a p p e a r s t o h a v e been the p l a c e a t w h i c h the 

r ec ru i t s a s s e m b l e d , a n d the g r e a t m i l i t a r y b a s e f rom w h i c h the 

B r i t i s h l e g i o n s w e r e r e n e w e d . T h e p r e d o m i n a n c e o f T r e v e s mint -

m a r k s re f lec t s th i s i m p o r t a n c e . W e k n o w tha t i n the t i m e o f 

V a l e n t i n i a n i t w a s the s ea t o f the W e s t e r n C o u r t , and tha t f rom 

t h e r e T h e o d o s i u s w a s d e s p a t c h e d t o r e c o v e r B r i t a i n f rom the P i c t s , 

S c o t s , a n d S a x o n s . 

N o . 1. 

T h e o r ig ina l t ype , o f w h i c h th i s c o i n i s a d i s t an t c o p y , i s the g o l d s ta ter o f 

P h i l i p I I . , o f M a c e d o n , h a v i n g on the o b v e r s e a h e a d of A p o l l o f ac ing r., and on 

the reverse a b i g a d r i v e n to the r . by a s ing le cha r io t ee r . 

I n our c o i n , w h e n , af ter s o m e cons ide ra t i on , the o b v e r s e i s he ld r igh t w a y u p , 

we c a n m a k e out the e y e , the v e r t i c a l l ine o f the fo rehead and nose , and the 

c u r v i n g s w e e p of the j a w - b o n e and c h i n . A s i n g l e S - shaped fo rm rep resen t s the 

c u r l s on the top and b a c k of the h e a d . 

O n the r e v e r s e the t w o ho r se s o f the b i g a h a v e coa l e sced in to one . T h e r e a re 

the b o d y , an upl i f ted a r m and re ins o f the c h a r i o t e e r . 

In front of the ho r se ' s h e a d is a r e c t a n g l e of ra ised l ines , the left s ide of w h i c h 

is p r o d u c e d d o w n w a r d s to a d i s t ance e q u a l to i ts l e n g t h . T h i s pa t t e rn is, I 

h a v e no doub t , the r e m a i n s of the fore- legs of one of the ho r se s in the or ig ina l 

b i g a . It does not o c c u r (see pl. x i i i . , 4543, 4549, in La Tour: Atlas des Monnaies 

Gauloises) w h e r e bo th the hor ses a re s h o w n . In these c a s e s t w o of the fore- legs 

a re ra ised h i g h and the i r knob - l i ke j o in t s a re p r e s e r v e d in the s imi la r ang le s o f 

the pa t t e rn w h i c h r ep l ace s t hem. I t is , o f course , a r g u a b l e that the technique 

of the d i e - e n g r a v e r w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y p r o d u c e the k n o b s in bo th the legs and the 

pa t t e rn , s ince h is m e t h o d of e n g r a v i n g a l ine w a s to sink t w o smal l c i rcu la r holes 

and then ch i se l the c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e m . T h e des ign i s q u i c k l y connected 

up with the charioteer's whip, which, as in our coin, is brought round over the 
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horse ' s head for the pu rpose . V a r i o u s s t ages a re seen i n the d e v e l o p m e n t . We 

h a v e t w o h o r i z o n t a l ba r s wi th k n o b b e d ex t r emi t i e s , the la t te r j o i n e d ve r t i c a l l y 

by beaded l ines (cp . La Tour, pl . xx i i i . , 6879) ; or we h a v e a c o m p l e t e r e c t a n g l e 

w i t h d i a g o n a l s (xxi i i . , 6852, 6858, & c . ) ; or , aga in , the v e r t i c a l l ines a r e p r o d u c e d 

d o w n w a r d s (xx i i i . , 6826, 6837, & c ) , and , the r e c t a n g l e n a r r o w i n g , the ve r t i c a l s 

a t l e n g t h b e c o m e the t hongs o f a k ind o f ' c a t ' (xx i i i . , 6827 and 6828). T h e 

w h o l e d e v e l o p m e n t i l lus t ra tes the a n x i e t y o f the p r i m i t i v e e n g r a v e r , l ike the 

p a i n t e r s o f the G r e e k g e o m e t r i c and e a r l y b l ack - f igu re vases , t o fill up e v e r y 

a v a i l a b l e s p a c e in the field. 

27 
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C o m p a r e C o h e n , 68, r e v . o f 61 (fig.) ba rba r i s ed . P r o b a b l y imi t a t i ng type of 

A . D . 97. 

T h e r e i s s o m e di f ference of op in ion as to w h e t h e r b a r b a r o u s imi t a t ions of this 

pe r iod , found a t C o l c h e s t e r and e l s e w h e r e , w e r e s t ruck on the C o n t i n e n t or are 

the p r o d u c e of a l oca l C o l c h e s t e r m in t , u n a u t h o r i s e d , bu t a p p a r e n t l y conn ived 

at. Two considerations add probability to the latter view. First, the artificers 
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T h r o u g h the k i n d n e s s o f M r . A . B . C o o k , o f Q u e e n s ' C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , I 

h a v e been a b l e to consu l t the M S . o f the s econd v o l u m e o f h i s work on Zeus 

(Camb. Univ. Press), in which the origin of the serpent in connection with Salus 

w h o m a d e the p r e - R o m a n B r i t i s h c o i n s w o u l d be l ike ly , i f p e r m i t t e d , t o c o n t i n u e 

to e x e r c i s e the i r craft ; s e c o n d l y , there is o t h e r w i s e s o m e diff icul ty in under -

s t a n d i n g the success fu l e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the min t of C a r a u s i u s and A l l e c t u s in 

th is c i t y . 
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i s e x p l a i n e d unde r Z e u s A s k l e p i o s . A s k l e p i o s i s the dead k ing of T r i c c a in 

T h e s s a l y , w h o w a s ski l led i n m e d i c i n e and a f t e rwards b e c a m e a g o d . H i s n a m e 

a p p e a r s t o h a v e o r i g i n a l l y mean t ' s n a k e , ' the snake w a s h is ' s o u l - a n i m a l ' and 

i s r e g u l a r l y a s soc ia t ed w i t h h i m in h i s cu l t s ta tues , and h e n c e w i t h h i s c o m -

pan ion H y g i e i a , the g o d d e s s of hea l t h , w h o is s i m p l y a personi f ica t ion of one of 

h i s a t t r ibu te s . S a l u s i s the L a t i n e q u i v a l e n t o f H y g i e i a . 

In Ovid., M e t a m , i i . , 40, 4 1 , the sun -god i s d e s c r i b e d as l a y i n g a s ide h is r a y s 

s o tha t P h a e t h o n m a y a p p r o a c h and e m b r a c e h i m . 

A t gen i to r c i r c u m c a p u t o m n e m i c a n t e s 

D e p o s u i t r ad ios , p r o p i u s q u e a c c e d e r e iuss i t . 
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C o i n s o f C o n s t a n t i n e b e a r i n g these p a g a n r e v e r s e t y p e s be long to the ea r ly 

pa r t o f h i s r e i g n , be fo re h i s official a c c e p t a n c e o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . T h e i r fabric i s 

different f rom and g e n e r a l l y m o r e subs tan t i a l t han that o f the m o n e y s t ruck 

af ter the uni f ica t ion of the e m p i r e . 

T h i s and the f o l l o w i n g p i e c e s a re s t ruck unde r the r e -o rgan i sed f i s ca l s y s t e m 

w h i c h a c c o m p a n i e d the un i f ica t ion o f the e m p i r e . 

C o n s t a n t i n e did not take the t i t le o f M a x i m u s unt i l after h i s en t ry in to R o m e 

i n A . D . 3 1 2 , fo l l owing o n h i s v i c t o r y o v e r M a x e n t i u s near the M i l v i a n b r idge , 

c l o se to the c i t y . 

O n the co ins , h o w e v e r , the s h e - w o l f i s a l w a y s s t and ing . 
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A c c o r d i n g to M a u r i c e , Numismatique Constantinienne, I , x . , the o b v e r s e t y p e of 

C o n s t a n t i n o p o l i s ( R o m a N o v a ) c e l e b r a t e s the i n a u g u r a t i o n o f the c i t y after 

M a y I I , 330 A . D . T h e l a w s o f the T h e o d o s i a n c o d e cease t o b e da t ed from 

B y z a n t i u m i n 324, bu t o n l y af ter M a y I I , 330, b e g i n t o b e d a t e d from C o n s t a n -

t inopo l i s T h e v i c t o r y d o u b t l e s s c o m m e m o r a t e s the defea t o f L i c i n i u s b y 

C o n s t a n t i n e , A . D . 324, w h i c h un i t ed eas t and wes t unde r o n e scep t re . 
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S t r u c k a t A r e l a t u m . T h i s min t w a s f i r s t opened by C o n s t a n t i n e I . i n 313 a t 

the s ame t ime tha t the one a t O s t i a w a s shu t . M a u r i c e , op. cit., t h inks poss ib ly 

the m o n e t a r i i w e r e t r anspor ted f rom one to the o ther . 

O F s ignif ies officina w o r k s h o p . O v e r the monetarii in e a c h w o r k s h o p w a s a 

fo reman k n o w n as officinator, and the m a n a g e r o f the w h o l e mint w a s c a l l e d 

praepositus. 


