
COURT ROLLS OF COLCHESTER. 

BY I. H. JEAYES. 

T H E extract given below is taken from one of the Court Rolls of the 
Corporation of Colchester. The town possesses a wonderful set of 
rolls, nearly complete from the beginning of the fourteenth century. 
The earliest are made up of ten or a dozen membranes or skins of 
vellum, but, by the time the end of that century is reached, the 
number of skins has risen to between thirty and forty. Entered 
on these rolls are the complaints, the pleadings, distraints on parties 
who do not appear, the punishment (always by fine) of the guilty, 
who is said to be in mercy, or if a defendant is found not guilty the 
plaintiff is in mercy for his unjust complaint, or again, if the parties 
come to terms and settle the matter out of court they are in mercy 
for their " l icencia concordandi," and other proceedings from 
Michaelmas to Michaelmas at the weekly courts. But twice in the 
year a L a w Hundred was held before what we should to-day, I 
suppose, call a Grand Jury, when matters affecting the town and the 
rights of the burgesses, the trade of the town, etc., were heard. 

It has been suggested that a full report of one of these L a w 
Hundreds might be of interest, and the particulars below are from 
Court Roll 35, of which the date is Michaelmas 1405—Michaelmas 
1406 (6-7 Henry IV. ) . 

The rolls, of course, are in Lat in, except occasionally where 
an English word has puzzled the clerk, and in despair he has 
written it in that language, spelling it as well as he could and as it 
was sounded. The Corporation is having English abstracts made of 
these rolls, of which thirty-five have been treated, and the work is 
proceeding. It is their intention to print them by degrees, and, in 
fact, the first seven are already in print, under the direction of Mr. 
Gurney Benham, and will in due course be issued in a volume. The 
Town Council has kindly consented to my contributing this speci-
men to the Transactions. 

It will be seen that the town, as governed in these early times by 
the two bailiffs and the commonalty, was very jealous of its 
privileges and the rights of the burgesses, and though the offences 
which came before the hundred each half year are very similar, 

[ V O L . X I V . N E W S E R I E S . ] 
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yet there are special points of interest in each. For instance, in the 
present list there is the case of a woman, Alice Erle, accused of 
stealing wool, and ordered to pay 40d. She had apparently tried 
to square matters with one of the persons from whom she had 
stolen the wool, John Shipman, having offered him, among other 
things, an " o u c h e " (probably a brooch, or, at any rate, a jewel of 
some kind), a silver cross, etc., valued at 40d., the amount of her 
fine. John was quite ready to take the articles, but the court would 
have suffered, so they fined him 20s. for his share in the 
conspiracy, a large sum in those days. 

The abbots, prioresses, etc., whose names appear in the first 
paragraph, never put in appearances, as they figure in every list as 
absentees. Presumably it was more economical to pay the small 
fine than to journey up from Kent or Suffolk. The town was, no 
doubt, just as glad to have their money as their presence. 

Persons who encroached on the common lands, or who obstructed 
the right of the burgesses to pasture their cattle on the common 
lands by enclosures or otherwise, were severely fined, as well as 
owners of dirty ditches, perverters of water-courses, forstallers, 
litigious persons, brawlers, dice-placers, etc. 

The worst offender was the abbot of St . John's, who was always 
in trouble. In this single L a w Hundred he appears no less than 
twelve times, his fines amounting to 2l. 6s. 4d., rather more than 
half the total sum of the hundred. The prior of St . Botolph's is 
found guilty of four offences, one being of overcrowding the 
common pasture with 4,000 sheep. T h e fine for this was 5s., about 
the price of a sheep. 

The long lists of fraudulent brewsters, wine-sellers, and millers 
occur in list after list, the fines, which varied from 3d. to 2s., being 
insufficient to deter them from repeating their offence. This must, 
I think, have been winked at by the authorities in consideration of 
the regular increase to the town revenues. 

L A W E H U N D R E D O F C O L C H E S T E R , H E L D O N M O N D A Y A F T E R H O K E D A Y 

[26 A P R ] , IN T H E 7th Y E A R O F H E N R Y I V . [1406] . 

In mercy for not coming to do suit: 

The Abbot of St. Edmund's Bery, 1 40d. 
The Abbot of Coggyshale, 2 2s. 
The Abbess of Berkyng, 3 2s. 
The Abbess of Mallyng, 3 2s. 

1 Benedictine Abbey, Bury St. Edmunds. 
2 Cistercian Abbey, Coggeshall. 
3 Benedictine Nunnery. 
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T h e P r io r e s s o f R e t h e r y n g e f e l d 1 [Red l ing f i e ld , co . S u f f . ] , 2 s . 

T h e P r io r e s s o f W y k e s , 1 12d . 

T h e L o r d F i t z W a u t e r , 2od. 

H u g h de N e v i l l , 12d. 

John M a u n c e r , 12d. 

T h e Pr io res s o f C a m p e s e y e , 2 2s . 

In mercy for not coming to warrant their essoigns : 

T h e tenant o f A l e x a n d e r C o g g e r e ' s land, 6d. 

John G o o d e (af terwards ad journed by the bailiffs). 

T h e R e c t o r o f H o l y T r i n i t y , C o l c h e s t e r , 6 d . 

C l e m e n t S p i c e , 18d. 

John P o d , d y e r , 6d. 

Presentments of the Jury : 

T h o m a s S a d e l e r e , John P r y m e r o l l e , W i l l i a m C o u p e r e , W i l l i a m Bardo l f , 

R i c h a r d B y g g y n g e , John B y s s h o p , j un . , c o r d e w a n e r , John W a n g f o r d , R o b e r t 

P y p p a r d , John R o t h y n g g e , ferrour, Joan N e y l a n d , J o h n B r o k h o l e , J o h n B r o w n , 

b l a d s m y t h , and the w i d o w o f R i c h a r d B a r b o u r , t enan t s o f the g a r d e n s oppos i t e 

the C a s t l e D i t c h , b e c a u s e , in repa i r s to the i r g a r d e n s all a l o n g the d i t ch and 

further by se t t i ng up fences they h a v e a p p r o p r i a t e d the soil o f the c o m m o n a l t y 

abou t 12ft. i n b r e a d t h , and h a v e p l an t ed t rees the re w h e r e before the re , w e r e 

none, w i t h o u t l i c ence , to the g r a v e loss of the w h o l e c o m m o n a l t y , in m e r c y 18d. 

each , in al l 19s. 6d. 

T h e A b b o t o f S t . John ' s , C o l c h e s t e r , for t a k i n g on h i m s e l f to suppor t and 

main ta in the field ca l l ed Seyn t jones fe ld , as h i s severa l , w h e r e a s i t i s c o m m o n 

pas tu re for the bu rges se s in c o m m o n t ime , and so the bu rgesses a re d i s tu rbed in 

c o m m o n i n g the i r ca t t l e , in m e r c y 4s. 

T h e s a m e A b b o t and the C o n v e n t , for h o l d i n g v a r i o u s l ands w h i c h we re 
former ly J a m e s de B u r e s ' , W i l l i a m F e r m e r y ' s and o thers , a s the i r s eve ra l , w h e n 
by r igh t t h e y shou ld be c o m m o n pas tu re for the B u r g e s s e s , and w h e n a n y 
a n i m a l i s pas tu red the re they a re a c c u s t o m e d to i m p o u n d them to the g r a v e 
loss, etc., in m e r c y 13s 4d. 

R o b e r t H o r k e s l e g h , for h a v i n g a d i t c h not s c o u r e d oppos i t e the m e a d o w of the 

A b b o t o f S t . John ' s , n e a r B a l k e h e r n e , 20 p e r c h e s long , in m e r c y 3s. 

T h e A b b o t of S t . John ' s , for c o n t i n u o u s l y o c c u p y i n g a ce r ta in par t o f the soil 

of the c o m m o n a l t y , and b u i l d i n g a s tone t o w e r upon i t oppos i t e the t enemen t of 

E d m . H a v e r l o n d , in m e r c y 13s. 4d . 

J o h n W a r d e , boch i e r , for se t t ing up on c o m m o n g r o u n d a fence a t the end of 
E s t o k k e w e l l e s t r e t e , w h e r e b y the K i n g ' s s t ree t i s n a r r o w e d and d a m a g e d , i n 
m e r c y 2od. 

T h e A b b o t o f S t . J o h n ' s , for a p p r o p r i a t i n g c o m m o n g r o u n d for e n l a r g i n g h is 

g a r d e n ou t s ide the ga t e of N o r t h s h e r d e , 40ft. l ong by 8ft. b road , in m e r c y 5s. 

John S e b e r n , for a p p r o p r i a t i n g the soi l of the c o m m o n a l t y , 40ft. w i d e by 30ft. 

l o n g , oppos i te the l ane c a l l e d L o d d e r e s l a n e , by se t t ing up a p a l i n g w i thou t 

l i c e n c e of the Bai l i f fs , in m e r c y 15d . 

T h e A b b o t o f S t . John ' s , for h a v i n g a d i t c h not s c o u r e d a t P r a t t e s w e l l e in O l d 

H e t h (Hi the ) , 10 p e r c h e s long , in m e r c y 18d. 

1 Benedictine Nunnery. 
2 Austin Nunnery, Campsey, co, Suff. 
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The Rector of Estdonylond and the tenant of the land of Batailleswyk, for 
having a ditch not scoured between Bataillesmerssh and the rectory of Donyland, 
in mercy 2s. 4d. each. 

The Abbot of St. John's, for stopping up the common bank between Neweland 
and Collesland, so that the neighbours' banks are there badly submerged, 
in mercy 2S. 6d. 

John Goode, for holding a field called Bulbekkys, enclosed as his several, when 
it ought to be common, in mercy 3s. 

Richard Stodle, for occupying and encroaching on the common ground in 
New Heth (Hithe) with a dungheap and timber, much more than he should do 
by right as the Bailiffs and Commonalty consider, 40ft. long by 40ft. broad, 
whereby the King's way is badly obstructed and flooded so that no one can pass 
or return, in mercy 7s. 

Philip Neggemere's widow, for not supporting and maintaining a certain King's 
way between the tenement of William Owaynes and her own tenement, as by 
right she should do, in mercy 8d. 

That Benedict Wollemongere, John Stace, John Tannere, Thomas Blowere, 
and Richard Markaunt, of Billerica, buyers of wool, have several times come to 
the town market and carried off, each one for himself, wool, mangy and watery, 
which they expose for sale to the burgesses as well as to foreigners to the great 
deception, and against the ordinances, of the town, in mercy I2d. each. 

That Richard Petresburgh continually puts various offal of his beasts, with the 
dung of the same, near the wall of Northsherde, and thus occupies the King's 
way there, in mercy 2od. 

John Mereseye, in mercy 2od., and John Pernell, in mercy 8d., for the same 
offence. 

Richard Warner, for occupying three acres of land at Bournepondys as his 
several when it ought to be common, in mercy 2s. 6d. 

That Richard Byggynge, whereas of old his tenement, which he now inhabits, 
had a stream passing under his ground to the Castle ditch, he has stopped it up 
and made it issue openly into the King's street to the great nuisance, etc., 
in mercy 9d. 

That William Cotell, whereas from times beyond memory, all the waters 
issuing from the King's street towards Seynt Elenepet were wont to have their 
course up to the common stream leading to the Castle ditch, has stopped up the 
course of the aforesaid water to the grave damage of all the neighbours residing 
near, in mercy 18d. 

The Prior of St. Botulph's, for occupying and setting up "camos Anglice 
travys,' 1 in the King's street outside Southgate, on common ground near 
Matthew Dyere's tenement, not having obtained permission, and without paying 
anything for it to the' town, in mercy 2s. 

John Curteys, for enclosing a common way, viz. : outside Maydenburghstrete 
in the Castle bailiwick, near John Bartelot's tenement, eight feet broad, which of 
old was kept open for men who wished to pass by the same, in mercy 12d. 

1 Camus = a curb, or bridle : trave, or travis = a wooden frame to confine a horse while the 
smith is shoeing him (from trabs, a beam). The meaning of the passage is doubtful. 
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R i c h a r d B a n d , for h a v i n g a d i t c h not s cou red t owards S p i t e m a n s w a s s h , 30 

p e r c h e s long , in m e r c y 8d. 

R i c h a r d S tode le , for o c c u p y i n g c o m m o n soil b e h i n d the t enemen t w h i c h he 

inhab i t s a t H e t h w i t h t imber , in m e r c y 8d. 

In m e r c y , John P h e l y p , hos te le r , 12d.; H e n r y D o u n e , 12d. ; John A y l l e m e r e , 

b r ewere , 6d.; John Bar t e lo t , fullere, 6d ; R o b e r t F l y s p , 6d.; R i c h a r d B a k e r e , 3d.; 

and W i l l i a m T h r u m , t enan t s o f v a r i o u s inns , b e c a u s e e a c h one , i n h i s o w n 

house, i s a c c u s t o m e d to b a k e ho r seb read , for sa le to the i r v a r i o u s gues t s , not 

h a v i n g the w e i g h t a s d e m a n d e d by the s ta tu te , and not b e i n g sea led . 

In m e r c y , R i c h a r d P e t r e s b u r g h , 4d ; R o b e r t F l y s p , 6d. ; John B o c h i e r , 6d. ; 

John Pe rne l l , 4d ; R o b e r t C a c h a r e , 6d. ; R o b e r t C u t s o n e , 6d. ; John M e r e s e y e , 

4d . ; John R o g e r , 6d. ; John F r e m a n , boch i e r , 6d. ; Geof f rey S t r a u n g e , 3d. ; John 

P y p e r e , 3d . ; R i c h a r d G o o d e w e n e , 3d. ; R o b e r t P r y o u r , 3d. ; R o b e r t G u r d o n , I2d. 

R i c h a r d S a l c o t e , 3d.; W i l l i a m H o r n , 4d ; T h o m a s B o c h i e r , o f H e t h , 3d.; John 

S h a r p , o f S t ra t ford , 4d.; W a l t e r W h y t y n g , o f L a l l e f o r d , 6 d . ; Geoff rey V e r y e , 

o f M a n y t r e , 3d. ; and G i l b e r t W y l y e o f D e d h a m , b u t c h e r s , b e c a u s e c o n t i n u a l l y 

t h roughou t the y e a r they a re a c c u s t o m e d to c o m e w i t h the i r mea t in to C o l c h e s t e r 

marke t , those from the c o u n t r y on S a t u r d a y s and the o the r s l i v i n g w i th in the 

t o w n e v e r y mea t d a y d u r i n g the y e a r , not h a v i n g o r t a k i n g a w a y the h ides o f the 

s ame as i s o rde red , but for the g r ea t e r par t se l l ing the said h i d e s sec re t ly to 

tanners and g l o v e r s before t h e y a re b r o u g h t in to m a r k e t , so tha t no one c a n 

k n o w i f the beas t s from w h i c h the said h i d e s c a m e w e r e s to len o r not , to the 

g r a v e loss and p re jud i ce o f the t o w n and con t r a ry to the o rd inances . 

In m e r c y , R o b e r t B a r k e r e , 16d. ; R o g e r B a r k e r e , 4d. ; J o h n S y k e r l y n g , 8d. ; 

M i l e s L e c h e , of S t ra t fo rd , 2s. ; E d m u n d B a r k e r e , of the s a m e , 2S . ; L a u r e n c e 

B a r k e r e , of T h o r y t o n s t r e t e , 6d.; W i l l i a m M e r v a i l l , 8d. ; W i l l i a m B a r k e r e , of 

N e y l a n d , 6d.; J o h n G o d e , 3d.; and N i c h o l a s B a r k e r e , of C o p f o r d , 12d , t anners 

for c o m i n g sec re t l y to the a b o v e n a m e d b u t c h e r s and b u y i n g the said h ides . 

m. 26 verso. 

In m e r c y , J o h n C h e r c h e m a n , 3d., and R i c h a r d B u k , 3d., g l o v e r s , for the s a m e 

offence. 

In m e r c y , J o h n B a r k e r e , of C o g g y s h a l e , I2d. ; J o h n S t o n e , 6d.; L a u r e n c e 

B a r k e r e , of T h o r y t o n s t r e t e , 6d., for c o n t i n u a l l y c o m i n g to C o l c h e s t e r marke t w i t h 

lea ther i l l t anned , and e x p o s i n g the s a m e for sa le . 

J o h n A r e w e s m y t h , for h a v i n g a s t r eam in E s t s t r e t e nea r T h o m a s K e n t y s s h ' s 

t enemen t , l y i n g b r o k e n so tha t m e n and hor ses p a s s i n g there a re b a d l y obs t ruc t ed 

and t roubled , in m e r c y 6d. 

W i l l i a m C o u p e r e , o f the p a r i s h o f S t . P e t e r ' s , and R o b e r t B a k e r e , for o c c u p y -

ing the K i n g ' s w a y in C u l v e r l a n e w i t h d u n g , a n d m a k i n g there a g r e a t d u n g h e a p , 

in m e r c y I2d. 

M a r i o n F o r d h a m , for" h a v i n g a d i t c h not s c o u r e d nea r S t . K a t h a r i n e ' s 

H o s p i t a l , 20 p e r c h e s long , in m e r c y 6d. 

John F o r d h a m , for a s imi l a r offence, u n d e r T e n a c r e s , oppos i t e L y e r d l a n e , 10 

p e r c h e s long , in m e r c y 3d. 

T h e A b b o t o f S t . John ' s , for s imi l a r offences near land c a l l e d C h a r y t e l a n d , on 

bo th s ides of the w a y , 20 p e r c h e s long , in m e r c y 6d. ; and at T h r o w e r y s t y e , 

oppos i t e S o n g e w o o d , 30ft. l o n g , in m e r c y , I2d. 
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C l e m e n t S p i c e , for c o m m o n i n g w i t h h is beas t s in B o r o w e f e l d , he not be ing a 

bu rgess , in m e r c y 12d. 

R i c h a r d P a r k e r , o f L e x e d e n , for r e t a i l ing d i v e r s v i c t u a l s w i th in the l ibe r ty o f 

C o l c h e s t e r , he not b e i n g a b u r g e s s , in m e r c y 2s. 

T h e s a m e R i c h a r d , for m a k i n g a g rea t pond before h i s g a t e in the K i n g ' s w a y 

a t L e x e d e n , and for e n c l o s i n g i t w i t h a h e d g e , and p l a n t i n g t rees round it, w i t h o u t 

l i c e n c e , in m e r c y 5s. 

T h e P r i o r o f S t . B o t o l p h ' s , for c o m m o n i n g on the pas tu re o f the bu rges se s 

w i t h 4,000 sheep , m u c h in e x c e s s of h i s r igh t s , in m e r c y 5s. 

T h e A b b o t o f S t . J o h n ' s , for h a v i n g a d i t c h not s cou red in R e y n e r s l a n e , w h i c h 

d e s t r o y s the w h o l e w a y there , in m e r c y 8d. 

W i l l i a m P o l s t e d e , for m a k i n g a n e w d i t c h in h i s g a r d e n c o m i n g ou t in 

R e y n e r s l a n e , and s i m i l a r l y d e s t r o y i n g the w h o l e w a y there , i n m e r c y 

A u g u s t i n e B o n e f a u n t , P h i l i p W o d e r e v e , John B a k e r e , W i l l i a m H o p p e r e , 

P h i l i p S o u t h o o , John C o s t a n t y n , R i c h a r d L y a r d , John W y l y e and J o h n Cra f t , 

for o c c u p y i n g the K i n g ' s w a y w i t h d u n g a t E l d e l a n d , m a k i n g the re , o n the 

t o w n w a l l , a h u g e d u n g h e a p w h i c h wi l l de s t roy the sa id w a l l in a shor t t ime 

un less p rov i s ion be q u i c k l y m a d e for r e m e d y i n g , etc., in m e r c y 6d. e a c h . 

In m e r c y , G o d f r e y T a i l l o u r , . 4d. ; T h o m a s M u s t a r d e r , 3d.; John C o o k , in the 

marke t , 4d. ; John S a v e y , 6d.; R o b e r t B e n a l e , 6d.; M a r g a r e t V e e r , 4d. ; W i l l i a m 

N o t y n g h a m , 6d.; John I v e , t a i l lour , 4d.; J a m e s T a v e r n e r , 3d.; and R o b e r t 

L y g h t e w e n e , 4 d , for o c c u p y i n g the K i n g ' s w a y w i t h d u n g nea r the ga t e o f John 

B e c h e , o p p o s i t e the s tone w a l l o f the t o w n in H o l y T r i n i t y par ish , m a k i n g there 

a h u g e d u n g h e a p so tha t pedes t r i ans a n d h o r s e m e n canno t pass there , etc. 

T h o m a s M u s t a r d e r , R o b e r t S w e y n , L e t t i c e R a k e b o l d , and John P e y n t o u r ' s 

wife , nea r S t . N i c h o l a s , for m a k i n g m u s t a r d m i x e d w i t h bad l iquor , c o n t r a r y t o 

the town o r d i n a n c e s , etc., in m e r c y 3d. e a c h . 

J o h n D y e r e , m e r c h a n t , for a p p r o p r i a t i n g c o m m o n g r o u n d w i t h a fence in 

R e y n e r s l a n e , o p p o s i t e R o b . H o r k e s l e g h ' s g a r d e n , i n m e r c y . 

R o b e r t A d a m , for b e i n g a c o m m o n d i s tu rbe r of the p e a c e of ou r lord the 

K i n g , in m e r c y 3d. 

R i c h a r d P a r k e r , for h a v i n g a ca r t pas s ing w i t h i n the l i be r ty o f C o l c h e s t e r for 

c a r r y i n g a w a y from H i t h e , b a r l e y and o t h e r g r a i n c o m i n g t o H i t h e , c o n t r a r y t o 

the o r d i n a n c e s , he not b e i n g a bu rges s , in m e r c y 2s. 

S t e p h e n F l i s p and Joan B u d d e o u g h t by r i g h t t o s c o u r the salt d i t c h a t H i t h e , 

oppos i t e the c o m m o n m e a d o w , bu t fai l to do so, in m e r c y 18d. 

In m e r c y , H e n r y B o s s e , ha l f a m a r k ; J o h n C a u n c e l e r , ha l f a mark ; John 

K y m b e r l e e , ha l f a mark , R o b e r t G u r d o n , ha l f a m a r k ; and W i l l i a m S a m p t o n e , 

1os . , b e c a u s e w h e n a ce r ta in sh ip w a s p l y i n g to the por t of C o l c h e s t e r full of fish, 

viz.: " P l a y s " and " R y g h y s , " 1 in L e n t las t past , t hey c a m e to the p ropr ie to rs 

of the said s h i p and b o u g h t the sa id fish in g ross f rom them, so tha t w h e n any 

B u r g e s s w i s h e d to ge t a por t ion , t h e y w o u l d not a g r e e to i t unt i l a n y o n e w i s h i n g 

to h a v e a por t ion , shou ld put d o w n , for g a i n or loss as i t m igh t h a p p e n , 2od. in 

go ld or s i lver , so that the rest of the i nd igen t m e n of the c o m m o n a l t y c o u l d get 

n o t h i n g , to the g rea t s c a r c i t y of the fish and to the g r a v e loss o f the w h o l e 

c o m m o n a l t y , etc. 

1 Plaice and Rays. 
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Alice Erle, for being a common thief of wool of John Shipman and Thomas 
Gameney, and others, in mercy 40d. 

John Shipman, for taking from the said Alice "par p r e c u m " 1 with one 
" o u c h e " 2 and a silver cross, valued at 40d., and a coverlet, valued at half a 
mark, for the various thefts which Alice had made from the said John, taking 
the articles for a fine, otherwise than he should by right, not having obtained 
the licence of the bailiffs and of the court of the liberty of the town, to the 
grave prejudice of the said liberty, in mercy 20s. 

Henry Cardemaker's wife, for being a common thief of wool of Thomas 
Smyth and others, in mercy 6d. 

Margaret Bowe, for being a common thief of wool of John Sebern and others, 
in mercy 6d. 

William Polstede, for lying in wait at Northbregge by night and there making 
an assault on John Thursteyn, in mercy 12d. 

Henry Cardemakere, for stopping up the King's way at the house where he 
dwells in Northstrete, in mercy 3d. 

Joan Skynner, for unlawfully taking half a dozen of wool from John Mouncey's 
wool, in mercy 13s. 4d. 

John Fens's wife, for being a common thief of hens, calling them into her 
house and then catching them and selling them as her own, in mercy 12d. 

The Prior of St. Botulph's, for having hedges overgrowing the King's way 
leading from the plot of Margery Goldys to the Cross of Fovvreway, so that no 
one can pass by there, in mercy 3d. 

The Abbot of St. John's, for having a ditch not scoured in Webbestret, 30 
perches long, in mercy. 

Godfrey Dalaver and Thomas Mustarder, for occupying the King's way at 
Colchester market with straw and dung drawn from their houses near the gate of 
the Common Hall, in mercy 9d. 

John Cook, for putting dung under the p o y s 3 in Colchester market at the 
house where he dwells, to the great nuisance and disgust of the whole market, in 
mercy 12d. 

John Spyllyng and Margery Grove, for keeping their fields behind their 
tenements enclosed after autumn as their severals, which ought to be by right 
common, so that no other burgess can common there, in mercy 4d. each. 

Thomas Fraunceys, for having a ditch not scoured at Gloveres in Hakeneylane, 
40 perches long, in mercy 12d. 

The Prior of St. Botolph's, for having a ditch not scoured in Hakeneylane on 
both sides of the way, 20 perches long, in mercy 12d. 

The Abbot of St. John's, for having a ditch not scoured under Kedene, 
towards Sownewode, which floods the common there, in mercy 12d 

The same Abbot, for a similar offence in Grenestedestrete, leading from the 
hedge there towards Kyngysoke, 60ft. long, in mercy 2s. 

1 A pair of prayers (?) It is doubtfully suggested that this article may be a charm or amulet. 
2 Ouche = jewel or brooch. 
3 Poy = a terrace or gallery outside a house with rails to lean upon. 
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T h e s a m e A b b o t and h is c o n v e n t , for l e t t i ng the i r b o u n d a r i e s b e o p e n i n 

G r e n e s t e d e and e l s e w h e r e , and refus ing to shu t t hem, w h e r e b y i f the beas t s o f 

the bu rgesses en te r there t h e y c a u s e t h e m to be i m p o u n d e d , in m e r c y 2s. 

M a t i l d a D r y v e r e and J o h n C l y f t o n ' s wi fe , for b e i n g c o m m o n sco lds , i n m e r c y 

6d. e a c h . 

R o g e r B r y g h t , for an assau l t on John Ba ldok , and s t r i k ing h i m on the h e a d 

s e v e r e l y , in m e r c y 12d. 

A l e x a n d e r C o u p e r e for an a s sau l t on John N e w m a n , in m e r c y 2d. 
R i c h a r d H y k e m a n , for un l awfu l l y t a k i n g c u s t o m from the se rvan t o f T h o m a s 

Fu l l e r e , c o n t r a r y , etc., in m e r c y 3d. 

In mercy, for being common forstallers : 

L e t t i c e A y l l e w e n , 3d. 

P e t r o n i l l a B a y e r , 6d. 

G o d f r e y D a l a v e r ' s wife , 3d. 

T h o m a s M u s t a r d e r ' s wi fe , 3d . 

J o h n P e y n t o u r ' s w i f e , nea r S t . N i c h o l a s , 3d. 

John C o o k ' s wife , in the marke t , 6d. 

J o h n C a u n c e l e r , 12d. 

J o h n P e n y ' s wife , 12d. 

A g n e s W e n t e , 6d. 

Sellers of wine, for withdrawing the measure in selling their wine, in mercy : 

R o b e r t P y p p a r d , l2d. ; John K y m b e r l e e , for 2 t ave rns , 18d . ; John P h e l y p , 
hos ty l e r , 12d . ; J o h n G r y g g e , 1 2 d . ; W i l l i a m G a l o c h e m a k e r , 12d.; John 
S c a l d e r e , 12d. 

Millers, for taking excessive toll of various corn, in mercy : 

S i m o n N e w e l a n d , f a rmer of E s t m e l l , 12d. 

John S a l m o n , a t L e x e d e n m e l l e , 2od. 

John P o r t o n , a t the W i n d m i l l , 2s. 

John B o r h a m , fa rmer of the mi l l in the w o o d , 12d 

J o h n P o t t o n , mil ler , a t B o u r n e m e l l e , 16d. 

D i t t o mi l l e r , at C a n e w y k m e l l e , 12d. 

R i c h a r d P a k k e , f a rmer of M i d d e l m e l l e , 6d. 

m. 27 recto. 

In mercy for selling beer contrary to the assize1 

H E A D W A R D . 

B r e w s t e r s . . 42. R e g r a t o r s 2 . . 17 . 

1 The names are given. 
2 "Regr , " in the Roll. I presume regrator is meant signifying a person who buys to 

sell again in the same market. In the two or three preceding Rolls the smaller lists were 
headed "Gannokreys," that is, tavern-keepers. In the earlier Rolls they were lumped together 
as Brewsters. 
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N O R T H W A R D . 

B r e w s t e r s . . 35. R e g r a t o r s . . 12 . 

S O U T H W A R D . 

B r e w s t e r s . . 50. R e g r a t o r s . . 23. 

E A S T W A R D . 

B r e w s t e r s . . 44. R e g r a t o r s . . 1 9 

F o u r persons i n H e a d W a r d , e l e v e n i n N o r t h W a r d , n ine i n E a s t W a r d , and 

t w o in S o u t h W a r d for not c o m i n g w h e n s u m m o n e d for the L a w e h u n d r e d 

Inquis i t ion , in m e r c y 3d. e a c h . 

Admissions of three Burgesses: 

T h o m a s d e B e r t e , o f A l d h a m , en te red the B u r g a t e , t ak ing the o a t h s 

p resc r ibed in the R e d B o o k , p a y i n g fine on en t ry , 23s. 4d , and f inding sure t ies , 

R o g e r L y l y e , J o h n M o u n c y , W i l l i a m P e r y e , and R o b e r t F l y s p . 

W i l l i a m F u l b o u r n e , o f c o . C a m b s . , en t e red the B u r g a t e , t a k i n g the usua l 

oa ths , p a y i n g fine on en t ry , 20s., and f ind ing sure t ies , R o b e r t S l a d e , John P o d , 

merchan t , R o g e r L y l y e , and J o h n M o u n c y . 

John W o d e f e n , o f H o r k e s l e g h , en te red the B u r g a t e , t a k i n g the usua l oa ths , 

p a y i n g f i ne 20s., and f i nd ing suret ies , J o h n A r e w e s m y t h , J o h n W e b b e , o f L e x e d e n , 

R o g e r L y l y e , and T h o m a s K n y g h t . 

S u m of the H u n d r e d , 4 l . 3s. 1d. 

(P roved . ) 

1 


