
TAXATIONS OF COLCHESTER, 
A.D. 1296 AND 1301. 

A M O N G the most interesting documents connected with the history 
of Colchester are the Taxations made in the years 1296 and 1 3 0 1 . 
Extracts from these, mainly copied from Morant, who had "conveyed" 
the originals in some unexplained manner to his private collection, 
have been printed in every history of the borough. He transcribed 
them for the Rolls of Parliament, but their bulk-—they fill thirty-three 
tall folio pages, and would require as many again if translated and 
extended—prevents any idea of publication in these Transactions. 
Eminent writers, including Professor Thorold Rogers, in his "His tory 
of Agriculture and Prices," Dr. Cunninghame in his "His tory of 
English Industry and Commerce," and Mrs. J. R. Green in her 
" T o w n Life in the Fifteenth Century," have used them to illustrate 
the social life of the people. 

An accurate summary of their contents is the more to be desired, 
since each writer has dealt only with certain selected items. In the 
early days of the Essex Archaeological Society, the Rev. C. Hartshorne 
read a paper, published in the Proceedings of the British Archaeological 
Association for 1 8 6 5 , in which a partial survey of the field was under-
taken, but his article contains several inaccuracies; and even the 
interesting notice written by the late Dr. Cutts, in his "Colches ter" 
(Historic Towns Series), falls into error in some few particulars. The 
present writer, availing himself of the labours of his predecessors, 
proposes to supplement their work by printing the name of every 
person assessed to either taxation, to classify the goods as valued, 
thus avoiding the monotonous repetition of items common to all, to 
add such personal details of the burgesses as may be arrived at from 
other sources, and, with the aid of a few tables, to comment briefly 
upon the returns as a whole. It will then be seen that in their 
minuteness, their accuracy and their interdependence, they constitute 
a more valuable guide to the condition of the borough at the opening 
of the fourteenth century than has hitherto been realized. 
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Want of space forbids any general account, such as might fittingly 
be introduced here, of the mediaeval system of taxation. The 
"H i s to ry of the Exchequer" and " F i r m a B u r g i " of Thos. Madox, 
supplemented by Bishop Stubbs' Constitutional History, will afford 
the enquirer much information, and confirm the assertion that, apart 
from the regular payment of the fee farm rent to the Crown, these 
taxations were the main source of the contributions of the boroughs 
to the national revenue. 

It is likewise impossible to detail the special circumstances which 
render this period so important in our constitutional history. The 
crisis which compelled Edward 1. to summon that parliament which 
was to be the model of all future ones, and in which Colchester men 
first took their places among the legislators of England, would need 
many pages to describe, and belongs rather to the history of the 
nation than of a single locality, though a knowledge of the one may 
help to a comprehension of the other. But, passing this by, we will 
proceed at once to tabulate the return made to the King by Sir 
John de Wastoil, and Richard de Mountviron, clerk, the assessors 
appointed by his writ dated Dec. 4th 1 2 9 5 . 

T A X A T I O N OF A S E V E N T H , 1 2 9 6 . 

The Latin heading is translated as follows :— 

"A taxation made in the xxiv"' year of the reign of King Edward, 
son of King Henry, within the precincts and liberties of the Borough 
of Colchester upon all goods and chattels assessed as on the day of 
S. Michael last past, granting to the aforesaid King Edward a con-
cession for the safe guarding of the realm and as a subsidy towards 
the war lately begun against his and our enemies, the seditious 
French, by the following twelve burgesses—1 Jordan Olyver (336) , 
2 John de la Forde ( 1 ) , 3 Simon Lotun (2 ) , 4 Sager le Parmenter (4), 
5 John Martyn, 6 Robert le Verrer (288), 7 Rafe Sanare (7) , 8 John 
Pecok (8), 9 William de Terrington, 10 John Jalowm, 11 Richard 
de Stokes, 12 John Sayer ( 2 2 3 ) , 1 who say upon their oath " that on 
the day aforesaid each person had as follows: the sum total 
of which was and the seventh part thereof 

1 The Christian names are in Latin, but in the accompanying lists are given in English to 
save space, the surnames being left in most instances as in the original. The number following 
a name indicates its positionin the Taxation of 1301. The trade designation is not in the original 
but is arrived at from the nature of the stock taxed ; surnames obviously derived from trades are 
left untranslated. 
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1 8 E d w a r d T a l b e . M o r a n t p r i n t s t h i s b u r g e s s ' s i n v e n t o r y u n d e r t h e n a m e o f 

R i c h a r d T u b b e , w h i c h d e s i g n a t i o n i s f o u n d i n t h e 1301 l i s t . A s t h e 

h i s t o r i a n w a s a l s o t h e e d i t o r o f t h e R o l l , i t s e e m s p r o b a b l e t h e a b o v e 

r e n d e r i n g i s c o r r e c t . H e w a s B a i l i f f i n 1287 . 

1 9 H e n r y G o d y e a r , B a i l i f f c . 1265 , 1 2 8 0 ; G e o f f r e y , 1274 . 

2 0 C o r e u m , c o r t i c e s e t u t e f i s i n t a n n e r i a s u a , 5 m a r k s . 2 1 T h e s a m e . 

3 8 J o h n d e B u r s t a l l , t a n n e r , h a d a h o u s e i n A l l S a i n t s ' p a r i s h . T r a d e p l a n t 4 m a r k s 

39 Panu l a n e u w o o l l e n c l o t h 15 / - . C y n e r e s — a s h e s 6/-. F a g a t t s 4/-. 

43 S o t u l a r e s s h o e s 30/-. 

49 4 f l a g o n s o f o i l ( l a g e n a s u n c t i ) 3 M i l i a r ' de T a l e w o d a t 2/-. 

5 1 E q u u a d M o l e n d . M i l l h o r s e . 

5 7 5 c e n t e n a s f a g a t t ' a t 5/- . 3 M i l i a r a d e T a l e w o d a t 2/-. F e n u m 4/-. 

6 3 P a n n ' l i n e u - l i n e n 10/- . 

6 4 S t o n h u s = s t o n e h o u s e : t r a d i t i o n a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h E u d o D a p i f e r , w h o i s 

a l s o r e c o r d e d t o h a v e p o s s e s s e d s u c h a n u n u s u a l d w e l l i n g i n L o n d o n . 

I t o c c u r s i n t h e C o u r t - r o l l s u n d e r t h i s n a m e i n t h e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d 

w a s o n l y d e s t r o y e d a b o u t 1730 . 

7 2 H o l y T r i n i t y a n d B e r e c h u r c h , t a x e d u n d e r t w o i n c u m b e n t s i n 1296 , a r e 

u n i t e d i n 1301 , w i t h t h e V i c a r o f B e r e c h u r c h a s R e c t o r . 

7 6 E a r l y n o t i c e o f C r o u c h e d F r i a r s ? 

7 7 P i s c e e t a l l e c . F i s h a n d h e r r i n g s , o n e m a r k 

8 9 B o r d e s e t r o b e s d e b a s t 2/-. 

94 1 c e n t e n a m de C r o p l i n g 4/-. 

9 7 S e m e n s e n a p u d y s i l e t g i n g i b e r . 

107 T h i s s u r n a m e i s t h a t o f t h e e a r l i e s t r e c o r d e d ba i l i f f c i r c . 1150 . 3 c e n t e n a s 

d e f e r r o a t 7/6. U n c t u m 20/-; i f l a r d , a s C u t t s , s u r e l y a v e r y l a r g e s t o c k . 

1 1 2 C a n d e l ' d e C o l t n . ? 

1 1 9 C a l c i a m e n t a e t c a p u c . ' S h o e s . 

126 T h i s f a m i l y f u r n i s h e d Ba i l i f f s a n d M . P ' s . 1307-1439 . 

132 R e c t o r o f S t . M a r t i n ' s i n 1329, o r h i s f a t h e r ; h a d a " c a r t h o r s e " 4/-. 

139 P a n u r u s s e t i t h e f a m o u s C o l c h e s t e r r u s s e t c l o t h . 

147 T h i s s u r n a m e c o n t i n u e d p r o m i n e n t i n t h e t o w n t o t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

151 P a n u l a n e u 20/-. 1 0 l b . l a n e , a t 2/-. 2 p a r i a m o t . m a n u a l 2/-. 

155 G o l a f f r e , G u l l o f r e d i , G u l l i f e r , Ba i l i f f s 1 2 9 6 - 1 3 1 7 . 

169 F e r r u 6/-. 1 / 2 q r . S a l t 2/-. 

171 F e r r u m e t c a r b o n e s 8/-. 

195 M r . S i m o n d e N e y l o n d w a s s o n o f R o b e r t a n d C i c e l y d e N e y l o n d , a n d 

a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n C a n o n o f S t . B o t o l p h a n d a f t e r w a r d s P r i o r o f t h e 

H o s p i t a l o f S t . M a r y M a g d a l e n e i n 1301 , i n w h i c h y e a r p o s s i b l y h e d i e d , 

a n d b r o t h e r R o g e r (181 i n 1301 l i s t ) s u c c e e d e d h i m . I n 1281 , i n t h e 

t i m e o f S i m o n , P r i o r o f S t . B o t o l p h , h e f o u n d e d a n d e n d o w e d a c a n o n r y 

i n t h e P r i o r y c h u r c h , a n d n o m i n a t e d h i s b r o t h e r T h o m a s a s h i s f i rs t 

p r e s e n t e e , w h o w a s s u c c e e d e d i n 1296 b y T h o m a s d e B r o m e , t h e n 

o r d a i n e d p r i e s t for t h e p u r p o s e s o f t h e b e q u e s t , i . e . t o offer m a s s a t t h e 

a l t a r o f B l e s s e d T h o m a s ( a B e c k e t ) t h e M a r t y r , for t h e s o u l s o f t h e 

f o u n d e r a n d h i s f a m i l y (v. C a r t u l a r y o f S . J o h n , p . 570). F u t u r e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s w e r e t o b e m a d e b y t h e a b b o t . 
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N O T E S O N 1301 T A X A T I O N . 

A l l t h e j u r o r s f i l l e d t h e off ice o f B a i l i f f e x c e p t N o s . 6 a n d 8 . 

1 F o r d e a n d d e l a F o r d e — p r o m i n e n t s u r n a m e t i l l t h e e n d o f f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; 

M P s . a n d Ba i l i f f s 1294-1483. T h e f o r d p o s s i b l y t h a t a t M i d d l e Mil l , 

s t i l l e x i s t i n g . 

5 S h o p i n S t . R u n w a l d ' s p a r i s h 1 3 1 3 . 

7 J o h n d e S a n a r e , B e n e f a c t o r t o A b b e y 1303. R o b e r t — P r i o r o f S t . M a r y 

M a g d a l e n . S o m e t i m e s p r i n t e d S a v a r e ; a l s o q y . d e S a i e r a a n d S a r t r i n o . 

9 W i l l i n T o w n R e c o r d s 1 3 3 0 ; h o u s e s i n E a s t S t r e e t a n d t h e M a r k e t . 

1 0 B a i l i f f 1332, 1349, 1 3 5 1 , t h u s s u r v i v i n g t h e B l a c k D e a t h , b u t q u e r y i f a son 

o f t h e s a m e n a m e . H i s f a t h e r , R o b e r t l e V e r r e r , Ba i l i f f 1298. 

1 0 I n T h e s a u r o — i n c a m e r a — i n d o m o s u a — i n c o q u i n a — i n b r a c i n o , ful lest 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f h o u s e . C i n e r e s d e W e d 1 / 2 m a r k . 

2 0 I n T h e s a u r o — i n c a m e r a , i n c o q u i n a , i n g r a n a r ' . 

2 6 T u n i c 5/- 27. S u p e r t u n i c 5/-. 

34 2 r o b e s 1 4 / - 2 B e d s 8/-. 

5 1 C o r e u m a l b u m p r o m a r c a n d i s a s u a 6/8. 

5 2 C a r n e s v e n a l e s , s e p u m e t p i n g u e d i n e m . 

6 1 I n f u r r a t u r ' e t p e l l i b u s a g n i n i s , o n e m a r k . 

7 3 I n c i r o t e c i s , b u r s i s , z o n i s , c e r a , e t a l i i s m i n u t i s r e b ' i n M e r c e r ' s u a 16/6. 

7 4 T w o o t h e r p a r t n e r s i n b o a t , J n o G o g & J n o d e P e l d o n . 

9 2 L a p i d e s p . m o l i s m a n u a l i b ' 4/- . c o r d a s d i v i s a s 5/-. o l e u 1 1 / - . 

104 T h i s l a d y w a s t a x e d u n d e r B e r e c h u r c h i n 1296, b u t i t i s e x p r e s s l y s t a t e d 

h e r e t h a t h e r g o o d s w e r e " i n c a m e r a s u a " a t M y l a n d , a n d t h a t s h e h a d 

n o w n o g r a i n o r o t h e r g o o d s . 

1 1 3 A l e x a n d e r T o n y , B a i l i f f 1290. 

129 T h o s . J u s c a r d , R e c t o r o f G r e e n s t e a d , 1323. J o h n J u s c a r d , M . P . 

136 R e i c i a a d p i s c a n d . F i s h i n g n e t s 5/-. 

131 M a s t e r o f t h e H o s p i t a l o f B l e s s e d M a r y M a g d a l e n a n d t h e l e p r o u s B r o t h e r s 

o f h i s h o u s e . 

185 J o h n A y l l e t , B e n e f a c t o r t o A b b e y , d i e d 1 3 1 3 . S t i l l a l o c a l s u r n a m e . 

214 I n m a e i s e t i n c u d e e t a l i i s i u t e n s s u i s e t f e r r i n f a b r i c i a s u a 20/-. 

223 T h i s f a m i l y w a s p r o m i n e n t i n C o l c h e s t e r t i l l t h e m i d d l e o f t h e s e v e n t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . A f a m i l y i n U n i t e d S t a t e s c l a i m t o b e d e s c e n d a n t s . 

243 J o h n P r u e t , P r i o r o f S . B o t o l p h 1327. R i c h a r d P r u e t , B a i l i f f 1283. 

279 R o b t . P a r i e s , M . P . 1 3 1 3 . 

300 E l i a s f . J o h n , B a i l i f f 1276 , a n d M . P . 1295. 

301 R i c h . T u b b e , B a i l i f f 1287. 

334 F o u n d e r o f c h a n t r y i n S . H e l e n ' s C h a p e l 1 3 2 1 . 

335 B a i l i f f 1 3 1 4 , a n d e a r l i e s t M . P . 1295. 

336 T h i s f a m i l y w a s v e r y p r o m i n e n t h e r e i n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e t h i r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a n d g a v e i t s n a m e t o t h e e s t a t e s t i l l k n o w n a s O l i v e r s i n S t a n w a y 

p a r i s h . J o r d a n ( s o n of) O l i v e r g a v e t h i r t y a c r e s o f l a n d a n d f i v e o f w o o d 

i n E a s t D o n y l a n d t o t h e A b b e y i n 1303 ; p r o b a b l y a Bail i ff . 

337 B a i l i f f 1307. M . P . 1344. 

356 B a i l i f f 1 2 8 1 ; M . P . 1307. 

378 B a i l i f f 1310 . M . P . 1302. 
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COMPARISON O F T H E T W O T A X A T I O N S . 

Hitherto the difference between the lists, obvious to the most casual 
observer, has prevented anyone from attempting a comparison between 
them. Mr. Hartshorne asserts that no name in the second list is iden­
tical with one in the first, an assertion which a collation of the two sets 
of assessors would alone have disproved; while his statement that only 
82 persons were taxed in the town and hamlets is equally unreliable. 

Including jurors, 254 names, are given in 1 2 9 6 ; in 1 3 0 1 , 4 0 0 ; 
an apparent increase in the population of over 50 per cent, in five 
years. An examination will show, however, that in the first taxation 
no one whose goods were valued at less than 7s. was recorded; in 
that of 1301 there appear to be no exemptions. In 1296 , except, 
partially, in the case of well-to-do people, no notice was taken of 
household goods; in 1301 this column shows a full account of all 
domestic and personal property. If we deduct from the 400 burgesses 
of 1301 all those whose property, exclusive of household goods, was 
under 7s.—i.e. the basis of the 1296 taxation, we find 250 burgesses 
left, or practically the same population. 

It has been assumed that we get here a complete census of the 
town, but there are several gaps to be allowed for. The religious 
houses, except for their cattle and the stores in their granges, are 
unnoticed, and the lists do not disclose any of their retainers, though 
they may include their tenants. The twenty-four monks of St. John's 
Abbey, the twelve canons of St. Botolph's Priory, and the brethren 
of St. Mary Magdalen's Hospital, would, with their lay brethren and 
servants, account for more than a hundred souls. The friars would 
not make much addition, but the parish priests—only three of whom 
are mentioned—must, with their assistant clergy and, in more than 
one instance probably, their wives and children, have added almost 
as many more. Again, there is not the slightest trace of the Castle 
garrison, nor of its numerous officers, so prominent in the Cartulary; 
these, with their wives and families, would possibly account for 300 
souls. We have then to allow for those, of whom there must have 
been some, who were too poor to be taxed; when a man has nothing, 
it is as easy to skin a flint as to tax him, and it is certain, from the 
instances given of those who had very little, that no great gulf separated 
them from those who possessed nothing but the hovel in which they 
slept and the clothes they stood up in. Add to these a certain number 
of fugitive villeins, whose residence of a year and a day would win 
their freedom: a few "foreigners" who, not trading in the town, were 
exempt alike from any share in its privileges and its taxes ; a few 
county folk who also escaped since their names are not enrolled: and 
it appears possible that the population of Colchester at the opening 

K 
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of the fourteenth century was not far short of 3 , 0 0 0 souls—no great 
increase two centuries after the Domesday record. 

It is not possible to estimate accurately the actual change of personnel, 
since identification is not always practicable. About 55 per cent, of 
the names in the first list appear in the second, while in the four 
villages, in the names of the jurors, and in many of the different trades, 
the proportion rises as high as two-thirds ; still a death-rate among 
adults of over 30 per cent, in five years would be sufficiently high. 

Reference to the lists will show that, while the first taxation was 
made on the oaths of twelve jurors, only ten are recorded in the 
second, five being the same. Three of the 1296 jurors are themselves 
among the assessed in 1 3 0 1 , coming among the moderately wealthy 
class; the remaining four were apparently dead. 

It would be interesting to see the assessments of these jurors, who 
nearly all held, at one time or another, the office of bailiff, but they 
do not appear on the roll. In the contemporary lists for Chichester, 
Arundel, and various Sussex parishes, the juror's valuation is always 
included, and is generally fairly high. 

The arrangement of the lists is worth notice. In the first practically 
all the wealthy people come together at the beginning, then the rest 
in no particular order, but the hamlets are separated. In the second 
there is no distinction of class, or between town and country, but there 
are clear traces of the grouping of persons from the same locality. 

Agriculture was naturally the most prominent industry, though its 
fluctuation is somewhat remarkable. In each year more than 50 per 
cent, of the population appear to have had no other class of property 
(household goods excepted), while many of the traders also went in 
largely for growing grain and rearing stock ; we may safely say four-
fifths of the population were more or less engaged in this industry. 

S U M M A R Y O F S T O C K O F G R A I N . S U M M A R Y O F S T O C K O F G R A I N . 
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The value of the grain in stock, on the feast of St. Michael, 1300, 
had fallen to £75 17s . 6d., whereas in 1295 it was £124 35. 5d. for 
one-third less taxpayers. It is true prices had declined, as we see 
when we come to classify the different grains, but stocks had shrunk 
in much greater proportion. Wheat , the quantity of which hardly 
bears out Professor Thorold Rogers' contention that it formed the 
chief food of even the poor in the fourteenth century, was valued at 
6s. 8d. per qr. in 1296 , and its 55 qrs. were distributed among 50 
holders, ten of whom had 2 qrs., or more, each. 

In 1301 the value had sunk to 45. per qr., the quantity to 26 qrs., 
and the holders to 33 , only one of whom had more than a single 
quarter. Dr. Cutts was however in error in stating that only about 
half a dozen persons had any in 1 3 0 1 , and its possession was by no 
means confined to the wealthier burgesses. 

Of rye the quantity rose from 1 1 8 qrs. to 133 qrs., and the holders 
from 75 to 8 4 ; the value, however, had fallen from 55. per qr. to 3s. 
In each year the same number of people, 39 , had less than one 
quarter. A similar coincidence occurs in regard to barley, of which 
59 householders had less than one quarter. The quantity assessed 
had shrunk from 233 qrs. to 1 5 5 qrs., but this loss is almost accounted 
for by the disappearance of five persons each possessing more than 
10 qrs. The price had not declined so much—only from 4s. to 35., 
and 15 qrs., described as malted barley, held by 18 persons, were 
valued at 35. 8d. The stock of oats appears to have followed the rise 
in the number of taxpayers more closely than any other grain, the 
holders being 146 against 1 1 4 , the stock 273 qrs. against 231 qrs., 
the value only falling from 2s. to is. 8d. In 1 3 0 1 , 52 qrs. are described 
as fine oats, at 1s. 8d. per qr., and 36 qrs. as malted oats at 2s. 

There remains only 5 qrs. of peas (pis) in each year, divided among 
five holders, and 5 qrs. of beans (fabar) in 1301 among three, to complete 
the tale of the amount of grain assessed to the two taxations. 
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In 1296 , 1 7 8 people possessed grain of some kind out of 243, in 
1301 only 191 out of 390, which would seem to imply that at any 
rate this class of burgesses did not include many of the poor left 
unnoticed in the earlier taxation. 

One further question only appears to suggest itself with reference 
to the quantities of grain. The assessment took account only of stock 
in hand at Michaelmas. It seems unlikely that an average of under 
two bushels a head of all kinds would represent the total crop of the 
year, and it would be somewhat early to have completed harvesting 
and threshing. In that case we must assume that the growing crops 
were not included, and so make a substantial addition to the probable 
wealth of at least half the burgesses. It is also evident that no 
notice was taken of ploughs, harrows, or indeed of any articles used 
in husbandry, which the returns of various estates quoted by Professor 
Thorold Rogers show to have amounted to a substantial sum. 
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Live Stock. It is in connection with this item that the most 
astonishing variation occurs between the two years. In 1296 , 244 
valuations of this class were made, involving 761 animals; in 1301 
we have 604 valuations, involving 1,861 animals,—an increase of 
something like 1 5 0 per cent.; the stock-keepers rising from 169 in 
1296 to 269 in 1 3 0 1 , and of these latter 107 were small stock-holders, 
having no grain in hand,—another incidental proof of the close 
relationship between the lists. 

Of cattle the number of holders had increased from 109 to 240, 
with an average rise in prices of 15 per cent. Two bulls at 5s. in 
1296 had risen to four at 6s. 8d. in 1 3 0 1 . Bullocks, oxen and steers, 
from 64 at 65. to 8s., to 128 at 6s. to 10s. Calves, 12 at 1s. to 37 at 
l0d. Cows 5s . , and heifers 4s. , from 164 to 220, the owners of these 
rising from 58 to 1 3 6 , affording good evidence that three acres and a 
cow were nearer the rule than the exception in mediaeval Colchester. 

The greatest increase, however, took place in the number of sheep 
returned, which rose from 305 among 22 persons to 1 ,129 among 
133 , the average price rising from 8d. to 1s. for sheep, and lambs at 
6d., in both years. One is not surprised to find the number of 
weavers nearly trebled, indeed it seems a question whether a large 
number may not have escaped untaxed. 

The sheep and cattle are naturally to be found chiefly in the out-
lying parishes, and even where set down in obviously town districts 
it is probable, from the wording of some of the entries, that the cattle 
were away on the Donyland uplands, under the charge of Thomas le 
Herde, and the sheep pastured on the rich meadows bordering the 
river from Newbridge to Middleborough, where Geoffrey atte Diche 
appears to have similarly been in charge of several flocks. 

The third class—the pigs—had almost doubled, 131 to 239, and 
here again the increase is caused mainly by owners of a single pig, 
the number of persons assessed rising from 54 to 1 5 4 . In 129b the 
average value was 6d. each, in 1301, 1s., while a few boars at 3s. to 5s. 
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appear in the later inventory. The owners of pigs form a larger body 
than those of any other class of animal, which is but natural considering 
they cost practically nothing to keep, finding their own food in the 
streets, where they wandered freely, acting as town scavengers, or else 
in the King's wood, in which all burgesses had rights of pannage. 

Another indication that the population was practically stationary, 
and that only the poorer inhabitants make up the additional num­
bers in the second taxation, may be seen in the return of horses. 
18 persons owned 26 horses in 1296 , 19 owned 31 in 1 3 0 1 , the values 
being the same—3s. to 6s. 8d., and in one case in each year 13s . 4d. 
Affers, rendered horses by Halliwell and ponies by Professor Rogers, 
valued at 2s. to 4s. in 1296 , and 2S. to 6s. 8d. in 1 3 0 1 , numbered 37 
among 21 people in the former year, and only 30 among 23 in the 
latter year, when stotts (stallions according to Halliwell, but more 
probably coarse ponies as Rogers), at 5s. to 6s. 8d., were returned. 
Jumentas, beasts of burden, 2S. 6d. to 3s., rose from 10 to 29 . It 
should be borne in mind that in the middle ages the ox was much 
used in agricultural work, horses being kept mainly for journeys; 
several are described as hackneys, or as carrier's horses. Carts, 
valued at 2S. to 10s., increased from 10 to 14 , but no mention is made 
of harness or saddlery. Hay (fenum) was valued at about £3. 

N O T E . — I t w i l l b e o b v i o u s t h a t w h e r e o n e p e r s o n c a r r i e d o n s e v e r a l t r a d e s , h e 

i s o n l y r e c k o n e d o n c e . T h i s m a y a c c o u n t for t r i f l i n g d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n t h e 

d e s i g n a t i o n s i n t h e l i s t s a n d t h e r e s u l t o f t h e a n a l y s i s . 

150 
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The number of persons who, from their surnames, from actual 
designation, or from the evidence of their goods, may be taken as 
handicraftsmen or traders is 1 1 2 in 1 2 9 6 , and 195 in 1 3 0 1 , falling 
naturally into four groups—the leather and wool industries, the 
shopkeepers, and the miscellaneous artizans and craftsmen. 

First, however, come the clerks, of whom 14 are enumerated in 
1296 , and 16 in 1 3 0 1 . That they were probably all in Orders may 
be inferred from the fact that their possessions are almost entirely 
confined to grain and live stock, and never include articles of 
commerce or household goods. Setting aside the abbot, the prior, 
and the rectors of St. Peter, St. Runwald, and Holy Trinity, the 
remainder were doubtless the mediaeval forerunners of modern 
licensed curates. 

The abbot, Robert de Greenstead, does not appear at all in the first 
taxation, whether in consequence of the Bull of Pope Boniface VI I I . 
published February 1296 , forbidding ecclesiastics to contribute to 
lay taxation, or because in this instance he asserted his claim to be 
assessed with the county rather than with the borough; in either 
case he would be taxed for his clerical income with the Spirituality. 
In 1301 he was by far the wealthiest owner of farming stock and 
produce in the borough. The prior of St. Botolph was, in 1296 , the 
second in this category, and third in 1301 ; the rector of St. Peter, 
William Waryn, being well ahead of him in the first list, but having 
apparently given up farming to any great extent by 1 3 0 1 . The 
second place in 1301 was taken by Lord Fitzwalter, who had greatly 
increased his flocks and herds in the interval. The abbot of St. 
Osyth also occurs only in the second list, but William Fraunck, 
rector of Holy Trinity, and John de Colchester, rector of Tendring, 
occur in each, and are both well-to-do. 

The most flourishing trade in Colchester at this period was in 
leather, though more people were connected with the woollen industry. 
14 tanners and five skinners and saddlers in 1296 are compared with 
17 and nine in 1 3 0 1 ; but the cordwainers or shoemakers, mainly 
of the poorer class, rise from 12 to 1 5 . Henry Pakeman was the 
wealthiest townsman in 1 3 0 1 , and second in 1 2 9 6 ; and reference to 
the lists will show that other tanners held similar positions. The 
richest of those connected with the woollen trade, which in 1296 
employed 22 persons against 45 in 1 3 0 1 , was Gilbert Agote, a fuller, 
but his wealth was in farming stock. The dyers were only moderately 
endowed; and those who, from possessing bales of cloth, may fairly 
be denominated clothiers, were the same number in both years. 
The increase is entirely due to the poorer weavers and the small 
shopkeepers, the number of rich traders had decreased. 

1 5 1 
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Of wool it should be noted that the price per lb.—2s. to 3 s . , or 
more than a live sheep—possibly implies that the weight meant is 
a stone; the writer recently met with a case in which this was 
shown to be so. 

The tradesmen dealing with articles of dress and household use, 
are almost the same, the mercers and drapers, of whom Dr. Cutts 
gives several examples, being the richest. 

The purveyors of food, however, formed by far the wealthiest 
taxpayers in the borough, the butchers especially being rated very 
highly; in addition to their stock of flesh, whether fresh or cured, 
they were also graziers and, in several instances, brewers. The 
large stocks held by the fishmongers and fancy bakers would seem 
to point towards a greater variety of diet, even bearing in mind the 
observance of the fasting days, than one is accustomed to think of. 

The number of sailors returned, with their boats, (none of which 
were taxed in 1296) not only implies a fishery, but also an important 
carrying trade—the export of the tanning and dying vats and of the 
looms of a thirteenth century Leeds and Northampton combined. 
The smiths were a well-to-do body, and the personal inventories go 
to show that many who possessed little in the way of trading or farm 
stock, yet were fairly well off for articles of comparative luxury. 

The inventories of household goods and personal chattels do not 
vary much. As to the latter, there is a great difference between the 
two taxations; for we find from a reference in Madox that in some 
instances the assessors were strictly forbidden to assess the robes 
and " jocal ia" of Burgesses, and instances are given of complaints 
made on this subject by aggrieved taxpayers. 

In 1296 less than one-third of the burgesses appear in this column 
and the great majority of these only for one or two shillings' worth 
of " eneum," by which we may understand brass dishes or plates. 
On what principle the seven individuals who were rated at more 
than ten shillings in this connection were selected, it is impossible 
to say. 

It is evident, however, that even in the latter case only superfluities 
were taxed, unless we are to assume that the art of dress had made 
no progress from the days of the ancient Britons. Articles of 
personal adornment, rings, girdles, buckles, and so forth, probably 
represented capital; a robe at from 5s. to a mark in value involved 
expensive cloth and furs; even the " old coat " at 2s., which is all 
one unfortunate individual had, would equal a respectable sum in 
present-day value. But the ordinary, every-day dress of the people 
was plainly untaxed,—the work of the numerous cordwainers and 
clothiers cannot all have been exported. 

1 5 2 
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Similar considerations meet us when we turn to household furniture. 
The mention of beds in about 150 instances among 2,000 to 3,000 
people, can hardly be held to infer that others had no beds, but that, 
from the price fixed on them, those assessed were of exceptional 
value, possibly carved and ornamented. The fact that chairs and 
tables escape notice may either be held to prove that they were all 
of a very rough and cheap description, or else that, like agricultural 
implements, they were exempt. 

Let us picture to ourselves a mediaeval burgess' house. Built on 
a wooden framework, the interstices filled up with clay, and the low 
roof covered with thatch ; a door opening directly into the room— 
the " h o u s e " as it is still called, with another door opposite leading 
into the courtyard behind ; a small unglazed window on the inner 
side supplied light and air, and in winter allowed some at least of 
the smoke from the stone hearth in the centre of the room to make 
its escape. A low screen, reaching two-thirds of the way to the 
rough ceiling, separates the passage through the house from the 
living room, and serves to keep off the draught ; the floor strewn 
with rushes, the walls roughly plastered. Such a room may yet 
be seen in many a village alehouse, where the peasants quaff their 
beer seated on rough benches round tables formed of plain boards 
resting on three or four legs—just such as a man might knock 
up for himself in an hour. The better class of house would have at 
one end of this room a short ladder leading to a bedroom above, but 
in the majority of cases one room sufficed. One or two " armuras " 
or cupboards are named, but not assessed. Behind the house were 
outbuildings, and goods stored here are occasionally named ; and 
also the dyer's sheds, the brewer's vats, and the granges and barns 
for corn and cattle, forming an enclosed courtyard. 

Most of the writers who have commented upon these returns think 
it necessary to pity the poor burgesses, and dwell much upon their 
poverty and the hardships of their lot; but Dr. Cutts strikes a higher 
note. After all a man's happiness does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions, but in the correspondence between them and his 
wants. In the thirteenth century the gulf between rich and poor 
opened far less widely than now; the home life of the influential 
bailiff probably differed but little from that of the humbler artizan ; 
their education was the same; religion, which played so large a part 
in their daily life, had less of class and social distinctions than now ; 
they shared the same offices at a time when the possession of a right 
carried as a correlative the discharge of a duty, and their passion for 
self-government and for justice proves that their political aspirations 
were at least as lofty as our own. 



1 5 4 T A X A T I O N S O F C O L C H E S T E R . 

With what added zest may we now turn to Chaucer's picture gallery 
and see our fellow townsmen pourtrayed ; the Lord Fitzwalter, 

"a verray perfight gentil knight 
his hors was good, but he ne was nought gay," 

for a year or two later he donned the cowl; or our yeoman Bailiffs 
and Parliament men, Hubert Bosse and Elias fitz John, 

"c lad in coot and hood of grene 
a shef of pecok arwes, bright and clene 
under his belt he bare ful thriftily 
wel cowde he dresse his takel yomanly." 

riding to Westminster or York on the public service with the rates 
burdened 4/- a day for their maintenance. 

Wi th pleasure we greet Abbot Robert, "a manly men to ben 
an abbot able," who " t h e rule of seint Beneyt " found " somdel 
s t r e y t " — " a lord ful fat, and in good point, now certainly he was a 
fair prelat" and may challenge comparison with Roger, St. Runwald's 
"pore persoun of a town" who 

" t o draw folk to heven by clennesse, 
by good ensample was his busynesse, 
a bettre preest I trow there nowher non is." 

or the ploughman, his brother, 

" L y v y n g e in pees and perfight charitee." 

We smile at a crafty rogue like Miller Gilbert, 

"a stout carl for the nones, 

Ful big he was of braun and eke of bones." 

or at Sager the Reeve, whose lean legs showed no calf, 
" Wel cowde he kepe a gerner and a bynne, 

Ther was non auditour cowd on him wynne, 
Full wiste he by the drought and by the reyn 
The yieldjng of his seed and of his greyn," 

and at the whole company of traders and artificers 
" wel semed eche in hem a fair burgeys 

to sitten in a gelde-halle on the deys" 
more than one buoyed up with the hope 

" t o ben an alderman 
For catel had they inough and rente." 

" Parish Priests and their People," and " Scenes and Characters 
of the Middle Ages," by Dr. Cutts, will supplement our researches, 
but enough has been said to show the great indebtedness of the 
Society to one of its earliest members and sometime Secretary. 




