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I N the i n t e r e s t i ng a n d s t i m u l a t i n g p a p e r o n " R o m a n R o a d s i n 

E s s e x " b y M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y , h e dea l s , u n d e r ' R o u t e 7, ' w i th t h e 

road f rom C o l c h e s t e r t o M e r s e a I s l a n d . ' 

A l t h o u g h , w e g a t h e r , i n g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t w i th the la te D r . L a v e r 

a s t o th is ' R o u t e , ' 2 M r . C h r i s t y found h i m s e l f o b l i g e d t o c o n f e s s 

tha t h e w a s " u n a b l e t o f o l l o w h is r o u t e w i t h c o m p l e t e c o n f i d e n c e . " 

C a r e f u l s t u d y of the m a p , I t h ink , s h o w s a m a r k e d d i v e r g e n c e 

b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o a n t i q u a r i e s , for a g o o d par t , a t l eas t , o f the r o u t e 

fo l l owed b y the p r e s u m e d R o m a n road t o M e r s e a . B o t h o f t h e m , 

h o w e v e r , h a d m a d e a s t u d y o f t he g r o u n d . 3 

I a p p r o a c h the s u b j e c t m y s e l f f rom a different s t a n d p o i n t : for , 

a l t h o u g h I h a v e no t s tud ied the g r o u n d , I f ind tha t t he re is s o m e -

t h i n g to be l ea rn t f rom b o o k s o r m a p s p u b l i s h e d in the e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . I t i s s o m e w h a t s t r a n g e tha t n e i t h e r o f t h e s e t w o w r i t e r s 

h a s m a d e u se of th i s e v i d e n c e , so far as I c a n f ind . 

M o r a n t , w h o p r o b a b l y k n e w the g r o u n d , a n d i n w h o s e t i m e ( 1 7 6 8 ) 

the t r a c e s o f r o a d s m a y h a v e b e e n l e s s o b s c u r e d t han n o w , m a k e s a 

defini te s t a t e m e n t o n the s u b j e c t u n d e r W e s t M e r s e a ( v o l . i., p . 4 2 7 b ) . 

W e f i n d h i m w r i t i n g a s f o l l o w s : 

T h e c a u s e w a y l e a d i n g h e n c e t o C o l c h e s t e r , i s from P e e t e - b r i d g e , b y P e e t e -

T y e , c ross A b b e r t o n - G r e e n , o v e r M a n w o o d b r i d g e , b y the s ide o f B l a c k h e a t h , 

and en t e r s the t o w n o n the eas t o f S t J o h n ' s A b b e y . 

T h i s s t a t e m e n t i s m o s t p r e c i s e , a n d the p l a c e s n a m e d e n a b l e u s 

t o t r a ce th is ' c a u s e w a y ' e i t he r o n C h a p m a n & A n d r e ' s m a p 4 o r o n 

tha t w h i c h faces the t i t l e - p a g e t o M r . C u t t s ' v o l u m e . 

M r . C h r i s t y ' s s t a t e m e n t tha t " a c c o r d i n g t o M r . L a v e r ' s v i e w , t he 

road e m e r g e d f rom s o m e (sic) s ou th g a t e o f the R o m a n C i t y , " i s 

1 Trans. E.A.S. (1920), v o l . x v . , p p . 210-211. 
2 M r . C h r i s t y c i t e s (pp . 197, 210) D r . L a v e r ' s p a p e r a s " N . S . , v o l . i i i . , p p . 131-133 (1889)." 

T h i s i s the d a t e g i v e n on the t i t le p a g e of the v o l u m e , but I f ind (on p . 179) that the p a p e r w a s 
a c t u a l l y r e a d a t C o l c h e s t e r 11 A u g . , 1885. T h i s i s o f s o m e i m p o r t a n c e b e c a u s e the b o o k on 
Colchester by the R e v . E . L . C u t t s ( a f o r m e r h o n s e c . o f o u r S o c i e t y ) w a s p u b l i s h e d i n 1888. 
M r . C u t t s r e f e r r ed t o D r . L a v e r a s h i s i n f o r m a n t o n R o m a n r o a d s ( P r e f a c e ) . 

3 A s k e t c h m a p of a " s u p p o s e d R o m a n w a y f r o m C o l c h e s t e r to M e r s e a " i s p re f ixed to 

D r . L a v e r ' s p a p e r o n " T h e R a m p a r t , B e r e c h u r c h p a r k , " i n E.A.T,, v o l . i x . , p p . 327-329. 

4 A l t h o u g h th is m a p w a s not p u b l i s h e d till 1777, i t w a s m a d e f rom a s u r v e y t a k e n in 1772-4. 
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1 V o l s . i i i . [ N . S . ] , p . 131; x v . , p . 211. 

2 T h i s i s w e l l s e e n o n M r . C u t t s ' m a p . 

not q u i t e e x a c t . W h a t tha t w r i t e r s t a t e d w a s tha t from " S t . 

B o t o l p h ' s G a t e i ssued the road t o M e r s e a I s l a n d . " F r o m there , h e 

he ld , i t f o l l o w e d w h a t i s n o w the w a l l b o u n d i n g the g r o u n d s o f 

S t . J o h n ' s A b b e y o n the eas t . T h i s i s p r e c i s e l y the l ine g i v e n b y 

M o r a n t , bu t t r a c e d from no r th t o sou th . I t i s w h e n w e r e a c h P l u m 

H a l l tha t the l ine f o r k s . F r o m th i s po in t t he eastern ' r o u t e ' i s t ha t 

w h i c h M o r a n t g i v e s : the road p a s s e s , by the eas t s ide o f B l a c k h e a t h , 

t o M a n w o o d B r i d g e , w h e r e i t c r o s s e s t he R o m a n r ive r . T h e n c e i t 

r u n s a c r o s s " A b b e r t o n H e a t h " ( to the e a s t o f A b b e r t o n ) , b y P e e t e 

T y e , t o P e e t e H a l l , a n d s o t o t he S t r o d e a n d M e r s e a I s l a n d . T h e 

western ' r o u t e ' i s t ha t w h i c h D r . L a v e r a d o p t e d . F o r a m i l e a n d a 

ha l f (or a l i t t le m o r e ) , i t ran , m o r e o r less , s o u t h w a r d to M o n k W i c k , 

w h e r e i t a g a i n b e c o m e s d i s t i n c t l y t r a c e a b l e . 1 

F r o m th i s po in t , M r . C h r i s t y w r i t e s , o f D r . L a v e r ' s ' r o u t e , ' i t 

f o l l o w e d a ra i sed c a u s e w a y , st i l l u s a b l e , a l o n g the eas t e rn s ide of 

the p a r k o f B e r e c h u r c h H a l l , and ran on as far a s the b a n k o f t he 

R o m a n r i v e r (p . 2 1 1 ) . T h i s rou te i s w e l l s h o w n o n the m a p i n 

M r . C u t t s ' b o o k , w h e r e i t i s s h a r p l y def ined . M r . C h r i s t y , h o w e v e r , 

o b s e r v e s in a foo t -no te , o f t h i s ' r a i s e d c a u s e w a y , ' t ha t he h a s 

" n e v e r b e e n a b l e t o see i t . " I t i s he r e tha t o n e o f my s o u r c e s 

s e e m s t o p r o v e h e l p f u l ; for , o n C h a p m a n & A n d r e ' s m a p , w e f i n d 

a faint l ine , r u n n i n g sou th f rom M o n k W i c k t o the R o m a n r ive r , 

a n d m a r k e d " a n c i e n t i n t r e n c h m e n t s . " D r . L a v e r a d m i t t e d tha t 

" i n t w o f i e l d s the p l o u g h h a s c o n s i d e r a b l y l e v e l l e d i t . " 

A t the R o m a n r i v e r the c r o s s i n g - p l a c e s o f these t w o ' r o u t e s ' 

w o u l d be n e a r l y a m i l e a p a r t ; t o the sou th o f tha t s t r e a m we f ind 

t h e m c l e a r l y c o n v e r g i n g ; for a t A b b e r t o n the d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n t h e m 

w a s o n l y s o m e ha l f - a -mi l e . 2 W h e r e t hey a c t u a l l y m e t i s b y n o 

m e a n s plain t o m e . A s t o h i s o w n ( the w e s t e r n ) ' r o u t e , ' D r . 

L a v e r ' s c o n c l u s i o n w a s a s f o l l o w s — A b b e r t o n c h u r c h , h e he ld , 

a c t u a l l y s t a n d s u p o n i t ; b u t " b e y o n d A b b e r t o n c h u r c h the t r a c e s 

a r e l o s t . " T h e l ine , h o w e v e r , w o u l d " p a s s n e a r the old P a r s o n a g e 

h o u s e o f A b b e r t o n , on the top o f the h i l l , " a n d t h e n c e , p o s s i b l y , by 

P e e t e T y e ; " b u t w e g e t n o t h i n g d i s t inc t unt i l w e c o m e t o P e e t 

H a l l C a u s e y . " P e e t e H a l l w a s the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t o f M o r a n t ' s 

' c a u s e w a y ' t o C o l c h e s t e r , from w h i c h w e s ta r t ed . T h e s k e t c h m a p , 

h o w e v e r , w h i c h D r . L a v e r a p p e n d e d , s h o w s tha t , c o m i n g d o w n 

from A b b e r t o n , his l ine s t r u c k M o r a n t ' s ' c a u s e w a y ' n o fur ther 

s o u t h t han P e e t e T y e i tself . T h e s e E s s e x ' c a u s e y s ' w e r e d e a r t o 
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D r . L a v e r ' s h e a r t . 1 T o c o n t i n u e the q u o t a t i o n f rom h is pape r , w e 

read tha t " i f the re w a s n o t h i n g m o r e t o l ead us , th i s t e r m w o u l d , a s 

e l s e w h e r e , g i v e a c l u e ; f rom this po in t to the S t r o o d I t h ink we a re 

a g a i n on our road , m u c h o f i t b e i n g r a i s e d , " p . 1 3 2 ) . 

I g a t h e r f rom th i s p a s s a g e tha t he w a s c l e a r l y u n a c q u a i n t e d , a s 

indeed I s u s p e c t e d , w i t h M o r a n t ' s dictum on the s u b j e c t . 

T h u s far I h a v e been d e a l i n g w i t h t w o ' r o u t e s ' t o M e r s e a , 

n a m e l y t he eastern road , w h i c h M o r a n t s t y l e s a ' c a u s e w a y , ' a n d the 

western, w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g to D r . L a v e r , ran i n d e p e n d e n t l y from 

P l u m H a l l t o P e e t e T y e , w h e r e i t r e jo ined the o the r . I ha s t en , 

h o w e v e r , to a d d tha t t h i s rou te i s m u c h i n t e r r u p t e d a n d difficult to 

fo l l ow , a s his o w n m a p shows , ' 2 a n d tha t he c e r t a i n l y l o o k e d on i t a s 

the only 'Mersea r o a d ' as he does not e v e n m e n t i o n M o r a n t ' s 

' c a u s e w a y . ' 

M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y ' s ' R o u t e 7 ' a p p e a r s t o me to i n v o l v e a third 

a n d m o r e wes t e rn l ine (p . 2 1 1 ) . H e t h i n k s i t 

e q u a l l y l i ke ly tha t the road e m e r g e d from the town by the B a l k e r n e g a t e o r the 

S c h e r e ga te , and ran s o u t h w a r d s ac ro s s a p i ece o f c o u n t r y , w h e r e , for a b o u t t w o 

mi les , t he r e i s n o w no s ign of a road . At M a y p o l e farm, h o w e v e r , a m o d e r n 

road a p p e a r s and runs for a b o u t t w o mi l e s fur ther sou th (a pa r i sh b o u n d a r y 

c o i n c i d i n g w i t h i t mos t o f the w a y ) to nea r B u t l e r ' s f a r m , t h e n c e c o n t i n u i n g by 

P e l d o n to the S t r o o d . 

S u c h a rou te w o u l d t a k e a w h o l l y i n d e p e n d e n t l ine , f rom its po in t 

o f d e p a r t u r e t o the S t r o o d mi l l , o p p o s i t e M e r s e a . W i t h r e g a r d t o 

par t of i t f o r m i n g a pa r i sh b o u n d a r y , th is , no d o u b t , i s so , for a b o u t 

t w o mi l e s s o u t h o f the R o m a n r i v e r ; bu t i t i s m o r e r e m a r k a b l e tha t 

M o r a n t ' s ' c a u s e w a y ' rou te a p p e a r s to fo rm a pa r i sh b o u n d a r y for 

v i r t u a l l y t he w h o l e w a y f rom P e e t e T y e H a l l till i t en t e r s t he 

b o r o u g h l ibe r t i e s a n d S t . G i l e s ' par i sh . : 1 

H o w far th i s is p roof of a r o a d ' s a n t i q u i t y I do not p r e s u m e to 

s a y ; b u t D r . L a v e r ' s m idd l e r ou t e d o e s not , I b e l i e v e , form s u c h a 

b o u n d a r y a n y w h e r e . I t h a s , h o w e v e r , i f w e c a n t rus t M r . C u t t s ' 

m a p , a fa i r ly s t r a i g h t c o u r s e f rom C o l c h e s t e r to the R o m a n r ive r . 

M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y l a y s s t r e s s o n the ' s t r a i g h t n e s s ' i n E s s e x o f 

R o m a n r o a d s (p. 1 9 3 ) , bu t th i s i s not a fea tu re o f h i s o w n s u g g e s t e d 

1 W h e n r e c e n t l y s t u d y i n g t h e s e ' c a u s e w a y s ' a s i nd i ca t i ng R o m a n R o a d s , I s ta r ted from the 
w e l l - k n o w n ' S t a n e s t r e e t ' [ runn ing ea s t and w e s t ) w h i c h is s t y l e d Calcea (i.e. a c a u s e w a y ) in 
J o h n ' s c h a r t e r o f 1204. W h e t h e r , a s D r . L a v e r i m p l i e s , a ' c a u s e w a y ' h a d a l w a y s been a R o m a n 
r o a d is , p e r h a p s , h a r d l y c e r t a i n . O u r la tes t i n s t a lmen t of Essex Fines s h o w s us a ' N o r t o n 
c a u s e w a y ' a t N o r t o n M a n d e v i l l e (vol . i i . , p . 45), bu t e v e n M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y h a s not f ound 
the re a R o m a n r o a d . 

2 M r . C u t t s ' m a p o f th is ' R o m a n w a y ' s h o w s a n i m p r e s s i v e , u n b r o k e n l ine , a s fa r a s the 
R o m a n r i v e r . 

3 I t d i v i d e s L a n g e n h o e , F i n g r i n g h o e and East D o n y l a n d , to the eas t , f r om the p a r i s h e s to i ts 

w e s t , m o r e o r l e s s . 
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l ine , t h r o u g h P e l d o n ; no r d o e s D r . L a v e r ' s o w n m a p o f his road 

g i v e us a s t r a i g h t l ine . M o r a n t ' s ' c a u s e w a y ' f o l l o w s a fa i r ly s t r a i g h t 

l ine f rom C o l c h e s t e r t o t he S t r o o d , s a v e for a d e c i d e d s w e r v e w h e r e 

i t c r o s s e s the R o m a n r i v e r . M r . M i l l e r C h r i s t y m a k e s a n inter-

e s t i n g o b s e r v a t i o n (p . 1 9 3 , note) t ha t " s o m e s l i g h t d i v e r s i o n for a 

shor t d i s t a n c e i s u s u a l l y o b s e r v a b l e w h e r e v e r o n e o f o u r E s s e x 

r o a d s o f R o m a n o r ig in c r o s s e s a s t r e a m , h o w e v e r s m a l l , " o w i n g t o 

the n a t u r e o f t he g r o u n d . 

I t i s t o b e w i s h e d tha t t h o s e w h o h a v e a n i n t i m a t e k n o w l e d g e o f 

the d i s t r i c t w o u l d m a k e a fresh e x a m i n a t i o n of w h a t I h a v e he re 

s h o w n to be three a l t e r n a t i v e ' r o u t e s . ' 

[ I h a v e left th i s p a p e r e x a c t l y as wr i t t en and as r ead a t the last a n n u a l 

m e e t i n g , w h i c h i l lness p r e v e n t e d me from a t t e n d i n g . A n e w s p a p e r repor t 

i n fo rmed m e tha t , o n tha t o c c a s i o n , i t w a s a t t a c k e d w i t h s o m e v e h e m e n c e b y 

one speake r , for i ts a l l e g e d i n a c c u r a c i e s and e r ro r s . T h e s e I h a v e not de t ec t ed 

after ca re fu l e x a m i n a t i o n . M y ob jec t w a s t o d r a w a t t en t ion t o t w o add i t i ona l 

s o u r c e s of i n f o r m a t i o n , viz., M o r a n t ' s e v i d e n c e in 1768 and C h a p m a n & A n d r e ' s 

Atlas a few y e a r s la ter . I e x p r e s s l y left to o t h e r s the e x a m i n a t i o n of the g r o u n d . ] 


