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MORE  ABOUT THE

The excavation at Angel Yard has
now finished, havi ng nmore than
fulfilled its promse as an

i mport ant and interesting town
centre site It produced an
unbroken sequence of Ilayers and
features dating from the Roman
period to the present day.
Parts of ?eight medieval/post-
medi eval and two Roman buil di ngs
were found. A large amount of
pottery, bone and other material
was recovered and now awaits
speci ali st study.

Since ny report in the summer
edition of Catalogue, demolition
of standing buildings not only
provi ded new ar eas for
excavation but al so some
surprises ampongst the bricks and
nortar When the rear of 1 West
St ockwel | Street was knocked
down, part of the west wall of
an unsuspect ed 17t h-century
tinmber-franmed bui I di ng was
reveal ed. The surviving timber-
wor k i ncl uded three carved
timber shoulders for supporting
a first-floor jetty and probably
represented all t hat remai ned
above ground level of the Angel
I nn. As denplition was already
wel | advanced, meticul ous re-
cording of the franmework was not
possi bl e However, the tinmber-
framed rear part of 134 High
Street, denol i shed at the same
time, was recorded in detail
| eadi ng to, anongst ot her
t hi ngs, t he di scovery of a

s
* Cover photo: Roman buri al
group found recently near St
John's Street (see page 11).

ANGEL  YARD........

di amond- pattern | ead- gl azed
wi ndow buried in one of its
wal | s.

The rear wing of the 15th- to
| 6t h-century house described in
the last Catalogue was notable
for its series of large tile-
I'i ned ovens and heart hs.
Simlar remains were uncovered
to the west, also with Ilarge
hearths floored with peg tile.
North of this, fronting on to
West  Stockwel |l Street, lay the
rear part of a house, this time
with a well-preserved floor of
glazed tile.

In  the north-west
site was an

corner of the
unexpectedly deep

* Carved jetty belonging to part
of the Angel |nn.
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* Post-nedi eval hearths and ovens being uncovered.

| ayer of modern topsoil and
buil di ng rubble which had to be
removed by machine before the
ar chaeol ogi cal | evel s could be
reached. When we finally

"bottonmedout', what lay beneath
this layer was the back of a
Tudor building fronting on to
West  Stockwel | Street. Due to
the steep slope, a terrace had
been cut into the hill for this
house, and in the process al nost
al l the earlier archaeol ogical
| ayers had been cut away. The
house had a large open hearth
and a circular oven made of
broken roof tile.

The large nunber of ovens in
these houses suggests that the
occupants of both buildings nmay
have been engaged in conmmerci al

activities such as baking or
brew ng. This would not be
particularly surprising in view
of the proximty of the market
which in those days was in the
High Street. The analysis of
charred plant remains from the
heart hs and ovens may wel |
reveal all.

Between the nedieval and |ater
buildings and the Roman |levels
was a thick layer (up to 75 cm
of "dark earth'. Thi s is
topsoil  which accunul ated over
the centuries. On this site, it
seens to have been fairly
continuously cultivated, because
it contained pottery from nost
of t he i ntervening peri ods
including early and late Saxon
sherds. Sone pits had been dug

through this layer, npst dating
to the early nmedieval period,
but at |east one seems to be
|ate Saxon in date, a rare find
in Colchester. The dark earth
itself produced an exceptional
number of coins. The possible

signi ficance of t hese is
di scussed bel ow.

Finally, after removing the
"dark earth’ the top of the
Roman remains were reached.
Hasty exam nation showed these
to consist of parts of t wo

substanti al houses fronting on
to a street which lay north-
south on the western part of the
site. The houses shared a party
(or common)  wal | whi ch | ay
beneath the main cross section
of the site (the central baul k).
The remmins of the southernnost
house proved to have been badly
damaged during the digging of

pits in post - Roman times.
However sufficient survived of
its floors and gravel
foundati ons to work out the
pl an. A room on the west side
contained a large oven and was
probably a kit chen. To the

south of this lay what appeared
to be the remains of a cellar
filled wth broken roof tiles
and daub and painted plaster
from col | apsed walls.

The building to the north was

better preserved, possi bly
because like the later Tudor
houses, it had been built on a

terrace cut into the hillside.
O the four roons exam ned, one
proved to be unexpectedly Ilarge
hinting that this building my
have been special in sone way.

Both the Roman houses seem to
have been large and wel | -
construct ed. An unusual feature

was the exceptional number of
whol e pots buried upright next
to wall foundations. Most sites
produce a few exanples but the
total of thirteen from the Angel
Yard is unusual. They would
have probably contained food or
drink as offerings to the gods.
Two were still sealed by pottery
lids so that analysis of any
residues may throw some |ight on
their contents.

Geof f Carter

SOME SMALL FI NDS

Most sites produce a fair nunber

of small finds which can be
call ed rubbi sh' - small
uni dentifiable scraps of

corroded netal obj ects. Most
sites produce a fair nunmber of
"good' small finds - broken but
recogni zabl e buckl es, bel t -
fittings, brooches, tools etc.
Most sites produce a fair nunber

of coins - usually between 10
and 20 per cent of the total
number of  small finds. Most

sites produce at |east one rare
item

The Angel Yard has only
conformed to two of these gener-
alizations, It has produced an
unusual obj ect, and it has
produced a fair amount of

" rubbi sh'. However an enor nous

number of coins was found, 32.5
per cent of the total, and there
are only very few 'good small

finds. The reason for the
scarcity of the latter is
probably because few pits,

usual l'y the repositories of
'goodi es', were excavated and
occupation | evel s wi thin



bui I di ngs predom nat ed. | f
houses were kept clean and tidy
then not nuch is left for the

digger to find. However, one
obj ect which does fit into this
category is a beautiful nodel
st and. Made of copper-alloy and
decorated with enamel, it dates
to the second century. Simlar
st ands are found in bot h
mlitary and civilian
settlements in Roman Britain,
and in civilian contexts are

often associated with shrines.
This exanple may have been used
in a household shrine, with a
votive object or figurine set on
the top.

The reason for t he hi gh
proportion of coins from the
site is probably t wof ol d.
First, the ‘'dark earth’ (see
Geof f Carter's report) was
excavated by hand instead of

being stripped off by machine as
often happens when time and
money are short. The dark earth
often contains quite hi gh
nunbers of 3rd and 4th century
coins due to cultivation
di sturbing the upper levels of

the buried Roman deposits. A
second reason may be that we
have a dispersed late Roman coin
hoard. Later activity on a site
can cause a hoard to be
separ at ed from its original

cont ai ner and scattered over a
wi de area. It can then become
m xed with other coins deposited
through casual |oss. However, a
hoard is still detectable in the
coin graph for the site as a
whole by a marked peak for the
period during which the coins

wer e col | ect ed. On the Cups
Hotel site (now Greytown House)
a di spersed hoard of coi ns

collected over the period AD
330-50 was clearly visible on

* The enanelled stand from the
Angel Yard.

the site graph. At this stage
we cannot be sure that there is
a scattered hoard from the Angel
Yard, so we aren't getting too
excited until all the coins are
cl eaned and identified! | f
there is one, it will alnost
certainly date to either the md
or late 3rd century, or the
m ddl e years of the 4th century.

And the Angel Yard's rare small

find? It's one of the |argest
and heavi est "not-so-smal 1'

finds |'ve ever seen. It's big
enough to bath a baby in, and
four people are needed to . lift
it. It's a huge nmortar (as in
nortar-and- pestle) made of

Pur beck mar bl e, with f our
projecting |ugs. Pat Ryan of

t he Essex County Council's
Archaeol ogy Section has nmade a
study of mortars large and snall

and knows of only two nmore of
simlar si ze, one in the
chur chyard at Little Baddow
(where it may have been used as
a font at one time), and one
illustrated in the Luttrell

Psalter of ¢ 1340, where a nman
is shown in a manorial ki tchen
standing beside a nortar which

The Purbeck marble nortar.
and stands between ten and el even inches high.

post - medi eval
and were used to grind
mash up grain,

possibly meat, a cross between a

quantities
such as m ght

illustrated
quantities of

water-mlls,

measures two feet across at the

per haps where a variety of
grains ground very coarsely was
needed (animal feed), or where
grain was mxed with sonething
else (barley and hops for beer),
then a large nortar would be
required.

Pat Ryan is very excited about
our nortar (she managed to be in

Col chester to see it lifted),
for not only is it one of the
bi ggest, it is also froma dated
ar chaeol ogi cal cont ext, as it
was set into a 16th-century

"clay' floor. Colchester seens
to have done it again!

Ni na Crummy.



Conservation the early Roman
the G| berd School
in Catal ogue 19 is now al nost
is clean enough to show the fine
the schene of
decoration.

zones are alike, with a rosette

THE COLCHESTER DAGGER SCABBARDS

of alternate brass and red
enanel petals set within a
wreath (brass) and framed by
four L-shaped red enanel notifs.
The second zone is divided by

narrow brass lines into a
central square f I anked by
upright rectangul ar panels. The
si de panel s al nost certainly

LTI

Ri ght: the dagger scabbard from

the Gilberd School. Above: the
desi gn on t he Tel ephone
Exchanges scabbard. Left: t he
design on the Balkerne Lane
scabbard.

held a line of wreath. The
central square cont ai ns a
rosette with curved petals (also
alternately brass and enanel)
and has three dots in each
spandrel . The triangul ar zone
running down towards the tip
contains an inverted chevron of
alternate brass and enanel
petals, franmed by a wreath. The
roundel at the tip has a central
rivet and may have been
decor at ed. O two scabbards in
t he British Miseum from the
Roman fort at Hod Hill, Dor set,
one has a roundel with a central
enanel boss framed by a brass
bor der, and the other seens to
be plain.

O all the 1st-century mlitary
dagger scabbards (over 80)
known, both from Britain and the

continent, no two are exactly
al i ke. The pattern on the
Tel ephone Exchange scabbard

(found in 1966 by Ros Dunnett,
then Director of Excavati ons)
has obvious points of simlarity
with the Gilberd School exanple
(rosettes and wreaths), but is
really very different. Its
inlay 1is of silver and enanmel.
The Bal kerne Lane scabbard uses
a conpletely different set of
motifs (palmettes and tenple)
and only silver is used in the
inlay. Current research

indicates that the early Type A
scabbards (G lberd School and
Tel ephone Exchange) were nade by
civilian highly-skilled specia-
list craftsnmen with contracts to
supply the arnmy wth weapons,

wher eas t he | ater Type B
scabbards (Bal kerne Lane), which
exhi bi t less skill in bot h

design and execution, were made
in the arny's own workshops.

Ni na Crummy



Another

Colchester

first

for

Among the many tonnes of pottery
bei ng carefully examned and
quantified by the Trust's Roman
pottery team there are many
items of interest, but there are
very few vessels or sherds which
can be called unique. We often
find new - or rather, previously
unrecogni zed - forms of well-
known pottery types, but these

tend nmostly to be variations of
a relatively subtle

nat ure. A

remar kabl e exception to this
rule was discovered |ast sumer
when we were visited by Dr David
Wllians, one of Britain's
f or emost specialists on Roman
anphor ae.

Davi d WIlianms found many
anphorae to interest him in our
subst anti al

col l ection, but

none nore so i

than the vessel )
illustrated here,

whi ch he

identifies as a

Peacock 4

Wlliams Class 7, \
or a Dressel \
form 21/22. This '
is a 1lst-

century anphora

type which

frequently has ‘
pai nt ed

inscriptions, the

st udy of which

has indicated

that the

vessel s were nade

in ltaly,

probably at Canpania or Lazi o,
and probably contained fruit.
They occur mainly in the western

N

*
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Medi t erranean, especially in
Italy.

The vessel from Cul ver Street
is slightly different to the
standard Dressel type. There is
also a finely- executed, t hough
rat her eni gmatic, pai nt ed
inscription just under the rim
As far as David Wllians is
awar e, this is the first and
only exanple of the type to have
been found and identified in
Britain.

Robi n Synonds
FEEFEREERE LR ERRREFRER R AR R RN
The FRIENDS OF THE COLCHESTER
ARCHAEOLOGI CAL  TRUST has been
formed to provide a nmeans of
keeping interested nmembers of
the public inforned about t he
ar chaeol ogi cal work going on in
and around the historic town of
Col chester - The Friends provide
the funds to publish CATALOGUE -
the newsletter of the Col chester
Ar chaeol ogi cal Trust. Fri ends

receive two newsletters a year,
attend an annual programe  of
|l ectures on the previous year's
progress, are given conducted
tours of current sites and can
take part in a regular programme
of ar chaeol ogi cal visits to

sites and nmonunents in the area.

The annual subscription rates
are as foll ows: Adults &
I nstitutions £2.00, Fam |y
membership £2.50, Children &
Students £1.00. Those who live
too far away to attend neetings
or go on trips can receive
newsl etters only at a reduced
rate of £1.50. Subscri ptions
should be sent to Brenda My,
Honorary Treasurer, Fri ends of
the Col chester Ar chaeol ogi cal
Trust, 5 WIliam Cl ose,
W venhoe, Col chester, Essex-

OFFI CERS OF THE FRI ENDS OF CAT

Chai rman: Colin Bell ows,
74 Rochford Way, Walton on the
Naze, Essex.

Treasurer: Brenda May, 5 WIlliam
Cl ose, W venhoe, Essex.

Soci al Secretary: Howard Brooks,
13 Gr eenacres, Ml e End,

Col chester.
Representative on CAT:
Chadwi ck, 171 W venhoe Road,
Al resford, Essex.
Cat al ogue editor:
12 Lexden Road,
C03 3NF
FREEREFFF R FFAFRF A F R AT R AR E RS

Gabrielle

Philip Crummy,
Col chester

NEW STYLE CATALOGUE

There will be a new publication
to replace Catalogue but not
unti | the mddle of this vyear.
" Techni cal hitches' which have
until now stood in the way have
been sorted out so this should
be the last edition of Catal ogue
in its present form The new
publication should be a block
buster wth lots in it about
Cul ver Street (now that we have
had time to take it all in) and
the Angel Yard-

Al 2 2 2 e T TR R

FUTURE DI GS

By the time you
the excavation at the Butt Road
Roman cemetery site should be
under way. We hope that you wll
be able to conme and see the site
(see page 12).

receive this,

In the spring,
shoul d
gravel

expl oratory work
begin at the Stanway
pit off the Maldon Road.
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Unusual Roman burial

During the course of alterations

to a health food shop in St
John's Street, an unusual
di scovery was made which threw
more light on burial practices

in Roman Col chester.

A small exploratory hole was dug
in the basenment of the shop
whi ch, as luck would have it,
coincided exactly with base of
an inverted  buried pot . The
pottery vessel was first exposed
only a few inches below the
surface of the floor of the
basement . Fortunately t he
proprietors were kind enough to
inform the Trust, but they could
hardly believe their eyes at
what foll owed.

Inch by inch as the hole was
ext ended downwar ds, a conpl ete,
upt ur ned Roman st orage jar
appear ed. It turned out to be
an 'anphora', a type of vessel
used primarily for i mporting
wi ne and pickled fruits- It is
two and a half feet long and
a foot and a half wide-

Close inspection of the vessel
showed t hat, al t hough still in
position, the neck and rim of
the vessel was not attached to
the body of the pot. This part
had been carefully detached in
antiquity - rather like taking
the top off of a boiled egg-
Tension mounted as the body of
the anphora was lifted off and
pl aced, appropriately perhaps on
adj acent sacks of dates,
sunfl ower seeds and other health
foods. What remai ned at the



bottom of t he hol e was Col chester but none include an
extraordi nary. Set upright on anphora inverted in this way.
the neck of the anphora was a The other exanples use the type
| arge pottery jar cont ai ni ng of anphora which is globular in
cremated human remains. shape thus enabling the pots
containing the cremations to sit
The amphora had in fact been directly on the base.
used as a sort of rudi ment ary
chanber and to get the pot with The St John's Street anphora is
the remains inside it, the top of a form predom nantly made in
of the vessel had to be renoved. sout hern France, at various
sites near the nouth of the
The jar and its contents were Rhone. It was also one of the
carefully lifted and finally the types nmade at recently excavated
anphor a neck and rim wer e kil ns not far from Orl eans in
renoved. As wel | as t he central France. The type is
cremated bone, the jar also conmmonl y found t hroughout
contained fragments of beads, a northern Europe and Italy, and
brooch and a bone pin. The may al so have reached the
cremation, probably of a woman, eastern Mediterranean. The jar
dat es to around the second is very unusual , possi bly
century, a time when crenmation uni que, partly because of the
was still the nornal buri al conmbi nati on of desi gns it
rite. i ncorporates.
A few other cases of " anphor a
burial s' are known from Donal d Shimm n & Robin Synonds
RECENT MEETI NGS
The first event of the year was a fund-raising concert given by the
Bi anchi String Quartet under their |eader Howard Marshall. Recent
agricul tural life was the topic of our May outing when menbers
visited t he East Anglian Museum of Rural Life at St owmar ket , and
July found wus in the far corners of Essex visiting the Stansted
Ai rport excavations and the reconstructed Norman motte and bailey
castle at Stansted Mountfitchet. The site of the famous ship burial
at Sutton Hoo was the destination of our September trip, followed by
a visit to the Wodbridge tide mlIl in operation. The final outing
was our ever-popular churches trip in November.

FUTURE MEETI NGS

The AGM will be in the Public Library on Saturday 24th January

the annual business meeting will be at 10.00 am on the same day at
12 Lexden Road. All welcome.

Bet ween 2.00 and 4.00 pm on Saturday 7th February, you are invited
to wvisit to the Butt Road Roman cemetery site and 12 Lexden Road
(nearby) to see a small display about the site.

On 14th March and 16th May, trips are planned to Lavenham and
Harwi ch respectively. See enclosed leaflet for details.

and f

Howard Brooks |
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