Number 17 Summer 1985

Roman Barrack
o,

Culver Street
Recent Finds



% -

—— EARLY COLOMIAL BUILDING —
(burmt ADSO/1) -’”
!

-
!

&

-— 1 STREET —

| S

ot

BUILDING
(burnt AD 60/

EARLY COLOMIAL

-

CENTURY BARRACKED AT THE GILBERD

The proposal by the Essex
County Council to erect a
| arge annexe in the
pl ayground i mmediately south
of the main Gilberd School
buil ding presented the Trust
with an exciting opportunity

to examne a town-centre
site which had not been
built on in recent times. In
particul ar it was hoped to

concentrate on the mlitary
deposits belonging to the

49- acre | egionary fortress
built in the winter of AD
43-4, whi ch we suspect ed
woul d lie at the bottom of
the archaeol ogi cal sequence
and would probably include
remai ns  of barracks. The
initial i ndi cations | ast

autumn were not particularly
auspicious; however as t he
area under excavation was
enl arged, the remains became

mor e prom sing with the
sout h-eastern corner of a
barrack bl ock bei ng
uncovered in Decenber (see

Cat al ogue 16) .

Excavation continued through the
bl eak wi nter nmonths and into the
spring with the site being
further extended. Confirmation
in February of the proposal to
go ahead with the sixth-form

col l ege Pl an including the new
multi-mllion pound annex,

served to hasten the digging

and strengthened the resolve to
excavat e as much as
possi bl e. This was greatly
hel ped by the surprising

lack of Roman remains | ater
than the md first-century
AD, allowing us to work down
qui ckly to the mlitary
remai ns. The end result was
impressive with a large part
of one barrack block being
exposed al ong wi th an
unexpect ed, subst anti al
building of slightly later
dat e.

A fifty-yard stretch of t he
barrack block was uncovered.

Thi s coinci ded al nost
exactly with t he area
al l ocat ed to t he men' s

quarters and took the form
of a long row of rooms which
in most barracks el sewhere

in Britain was separated
from an adjacent street by a
ver andah. There was
probably a total of fourteen
‘contubernla', some of which
may have been used for
storage. The importance of
t he Gi | berd School
excavation lies in t he
uni que opportunity it
provides to excavate the
men' s quarters on a

substantial scale.

The rest of the building had
been occupied by the wunit's
centurion. Not hi ng survives
of this part of the barrack
bl ock because it had been
destroyed when an air-raid
shelter was  Dbuilt on its
site during the | ast wor | d
war .

Each barrack would have



* The Gil berd School barrack block viewed from the east.

housed a 'century', whi ch,
al t hough originally
consisting of 100 men, by

this time nunbered

80 soldiers. The contubernia
measured about 22 by 11 feet
and many were subdivided Dby

sl ots for ti mber-framed
partition wal | s. Each
‘contubernium woul d have

housed eight men, the nunber
being derived from the unit
of soldiers who shared a
tent and pack horse and nule
during marches. Conditions
must have been rat her
cranped and uncomfortable,
if all eight sol diers were

asleep at the same tinme - a
fact verified, if not tested
scientifically, by those

di ggers who have experienced

dorm tory-type accommodation
mont hs on end.
the situation was alleviated
the system of

t hey m ght
have had bunk beds!

guard duty,
concei vably

Only a few internal
survived, commonest
oven built up against
These were probably
primarily
the cooking
in ovens set

excavated at

the open or
barrack bl ock.

Surprisingly, there was no
evidence that each of t he
"enntubernla' was subdivided

into a pair of rooms, one
for sleeping and one for
storage, al though this was
to be the normal arrange-
ment in | ater first
century mlitary sites in
Britain, such as Caerl eon,
I ncht ut hil and Exeter.
Simlarly there was no
positive structural evi
dence, such as post-holes
or slots, for a covered
ver andah, anot her conmon
| ater mlitary feature,
al t hough a timber-1ined

drain lay along the side of
the alleyway in a position
suggesting that a verandah
had exi sted.

The fortress of course
proved to be fairly short-
lived, the Twentieth Legion
leaving in AD 18/9 for mor e
active service in Western
Britain. Evi dence in recent
years from Lion Walk and
Cul ver Street has however
i ndi cat ed that nmuch of t he

|l ayout of the fortress. and
also some of the mlitary
buil dings themselves, wer e
reused to form part of t he
col ony f ounded soon
aft erwards for retired
veterans. Initially t he
Gi | berd barrack block was
reused. but it had l|argely

been built over by the tinme
of the Boudican revolt in AD
60/ 1.

The nost not abl e early
col oni al building on the
site was a subst anti al
timber-framed structure,
about 45 feet wide and at
|l east 80 feet I ong, whi ch

had been terraced through

the central part of t he
barrack bl ock. The plan of
the building was clearly

delineated by shallow slots
and groups of pil e-hol es.

These | atter were i ntended
as additional supports for
the tinmber uprights, and
wer e a somewhat unusual
constructional feature at
this dat e. The buil ding,
probably a private house or
perhaps a shop, had been
burnt down in AD 60/1, with
scor ched floors and
occasi onal charred wal | -
stumps surviving 'in situ'.
A well -preserved gridiron,
of unusual sem circul ar
design, was recovered from
one of the rooms. It was
probably used for cooki ng,
al though in this case the

final meal must have had a
bitter aftertaste.

Post - Boudi can occupation on
the site —continued to be
sparse, although the robbed-
out walls at the rear of one

or two buil dings, of 2nd to
3rd-century dat e, wer e
traced at the western end of
the site. As expect ed,
trenching | ocat ed Roman
streets lying along t he
northern and eastern margins
of the site, formng the
north-east corner of | nsul a
17a. The east-west street
woul d have stopped at an
internal tower at the rear
of the town wall. Thi s
internal tower, one of the
best preserved in
Col chester, is accessi bl e

from the footpath halfway up
Bal kerne Hill.

Donal d Shimm n



SOME RECENT FINDS

Donal d Shimmn's article in
this issue on the Gilberd
School excavation describes

the well-preserved nature of
its Roman |evels, dated c AD
43-60/ 1. Not surprisingly,
sever al groups of smal |
finds reflect this early
occupation, both mlitary
and col oni al, giving us a
fine collection of what can
be generally called ' pre-
Fl avi an' obj ects.

Mlitary equipment is one
such group, with finds in-
cl udi ng numer ous copper -
alloy fittings from |egion-
ary arnmour, a bone sword
grip, and a copper-alloy
mount from a sword scabbard.

Brooches were also used by
the Roman arny, and the
Gi | berd School site has
turned wup several of t he

types we would expect from a

pre-Flavian mlitary estab-
I'i shment (Col chester, Hod
Hill and Auci ssa brooches).
Mor eover, a nost unusual
brooch was found, for which
the only parallel | have
found to date comes from
Mai nz, West Ger many. It is
a copper-al l oy brooch,
coat ed in a white metal
(either tin or silver), in
the shape of a cornu, a type
of horn used by the Roman

army. Unfortunately, t he

brooch was found in modern
topsoil during the cleaning
of the site prior to ex-
cavation proper, but t he

met hod of attaching t he
spring to the body of t he
brooch i ndicates a date of
bet ween AD 40-70. Thi s,
t oget her with its shape,

suggests that it was origin-
ally lost during the early
Roman period, and |ater act-
ivity on the site led to its
redeposition in the topsoil.

Perhaps the rmost striking
smal | find (and the | argest
and heaviest!) from the G-
berd School is a gridiron,
for broiling food over an
open fire. It was in a
cont ext bur nt during the
Boudi can destruction of t he
town in AD 60/1. More or
|l ess D-shaped, it is wrought
(not cast), with bars set in
an elegant form rather I|ike
a candel abrum Rect angul ar

Roman gridirons are not un-
common, but tend to be
smaller, and | am tempted to
suggest t hat once again
Col chester has an early
' bi ggest and best in Roman
Britain' with this gridiron.
(On a cautionary note, t he
search for parallels

conti nues!)

Friends may remenmber Robert

Kenyon's article in Cata-
|l ogue 15 outlining his ideas
for an early Roman m nt in
Col chester producing copi es
of the official Cl audi an
coi nage. The Gil berd School
excavation has turned up a

consi derabl e number of these
copies, and Robert is keenly

awaiting the completion of
their conservati on, so that
he can exam ne them and see
if t hey confirm hi s
t heori es.

Phase 1 of the Culver Street
excavations provided many of
the well-stratified Claudian
copies which hel ped Robert
formul ate his dated groups
for the products of hi s
Col chester m nt. Unfortun-
ately, Phase 2 (ie since the
resumpti on  of excavations
| ast November) has turned up
di sappointingly few exanples
so far, in part due to the
destruction in places of the
earliest Roman | evels by
|l ater Roman activity.

However, two of our nost
' good- | ooki ng' finds cone
from Cul ver Street Phase 2.
One is a Jet intaglio show-
ing M nerva, goddess of war,
in a typical pose with hel-
met , shield and spear. The
other is a carved fragment
of a marble table leg show-
ing the head and shoul ders
of a panther (see cover
phot ograph). Using stable
i sotope analysis the British

Museum Research Laboratory
has established that t he
piece is made from Greek
Pari an mar bl e (very high

class), and Susan Wal ker, of
the BM s Department of Greek
and Roman Antiquities,
believes that the it is of
conti nent al wor kmanshi p,

dating to the Severan period

(c AD 200). It would have
been one of a pair sup-
Porting a shelf-like table
set agai nst a wal | .
Ni na Crummy

*Above:
quarter of an i nch
showi ng the goddess M nerva.

intaglio (about a

I ong)

Bel ow: gridiron in situ.



RECENT MEETI NGS

The AGM was held on February
2nd. As usual it was a
bi partite event, with the
busi ness meeting held at 12
Lexden Road in the mor ni ng,
and the chairman's report,

Philip's illustrated talk on
the previous vyear's work,
and tea, in the lecture room

of the Public Library in the
afternoon.

On March 30th there was a
rat her muddy Open Day for
Fri ends on both the G | berd

School and Cul ver Street
sites, and in May Fri ends
wer e able to join with
members  of the public for
anot her Open Day. The
devel opers  of the Cul ver
Precinct erected a |arge
notice board for our use on
the Sir | saac's Wal k
frontage of the site. Thi s
has proved to be very
popul ar wi th passers- by

wi shing to keep up with the
excavation's progress.

DATES FOR YOUR DI ARY

The year's full day trip,

organi sed by Jenny \Watson,

wi |l take place on July
27t h, t aki ng in Chat ham
dockyards, Rochest er
Cat hedr al and Castl e, and
Upnor Castl e. This event is

so close to the time of ny
writing that by the time
Cat al ogue is printed it will
be a 'recent meeting' rather

t han a ‘date for your
diary'. However, a full
description of the trip will
be included in t he next
i ssue.

Sept ember
fund-raising
University
|l eafl et),

speakers, Pr of essor
University
Roman Bath',
M Sam Hunt,

The talks will take place

Uni versity, begi nni ng
and endi ng at
towns have caught
attention of tourists,
so much as
the afternoon prom ses
interesting.

Saturday 9th
fixed for

District.
hope we can

Col chester
This year

and Wor m ngford.

cost of the trip is £2.00
per seat. The coach will
|l eave the War Memori al by
t he Castle Park at 1.00 pm
and return at about 5.00 pm
Pl ease send the encl osed
booking form to Brenda May.

Sometime in the new year, we
hope to organize a concert
at the Arts Centre to raise

funds to reprint M ke
Cor bi shley's gui de to
Col chester's Roman wall s.
Further information will be

sent out nearer the date.

Foll owing the success of
| ast year's weekend trip to
Wessex, if t here is
sufficient i nterest, Jenny
Watson and | will combine to
organize a weekend in Kent.
Provi si onal |y, the trip
woul d be based in
Cant er bury, wi t h an
itinerary along these lines:
depart Friday am Col chester,
call at Lullingstone Roman
villa, Coldrum and Kits Coty
House Neol it hic chamber ed
t ombs, to arrive in
Cant er bury for early
aft ernoon. Saturday, visits
to Ri chborough Roman site,
Dover (Castle & Roman
‘painted room ), and ot her
sites al ong the way.
Sunday, return to Col chester
via Knol e, t he home of the
Sackville famly  built in

the 15th century and so much
added to in later years that

it is supposed to be the
| ar gest private house in
Engl and. At a rough

estimate the weekend will
probably cost about £70 and

will take place early in
Sept ember 1986. As with the
Wessex trip | need to know

positive numbers wel | in
advance to enable me to book
a suitable hotel, so will

Friends wishing to go on
this trip please let me know
by October 1st. Wite to me
at 2 Hall Road, Copford,
Col chester, Essex C06 1BN.

Ni na Crumy
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THE FRIENDS OF THE COL-
CHESTER ARCHAEOLOGI CAL TRUST
has been formed as means of
keepi ng interested menmbers
of the public in touch with
the archaeol ogical work in
the historic town of Col -
chester. The Friends pro-
vide the funds to publish
CATALOGUE - the newsletter
of the Col chester Archaeo-
| ogi cal Trust. Fri ends
receive two newsletters a
year, attend an annual |ec-
ture about t he previous
year's work, are given con-
duct ed tours of current
sites and can take part in a
regul ar programme of visits
to archaeological sites and
monuments in the area.

The annual subscription
rates are as follows: Adults
and I nstitutions £2.00,

Fami |y member ship £2.50,
Chil dren and Students £1.00.

Those who live too far away
to attend meetings or go on
trips can receive news-
letters only at a reduced
rate of £1.50. Sub-
scriptions should be sent
to: Brenda My, Honor ary
Treasurer, Fri ends of t he
Col chester Archaeol ogi cal
Trust, 5 WIlliam Close,

W venhoe, Col chester, Essex.
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CULVER STREET

Di ggi ng at one of Col -
chester's nost significant
excavations dr aws to a
close. The wor k at Cul ver
Street is providing valuable
details about a large part
of one of t he nost
i mportant areas of Roman
Col chester. The basi c
el ements of the | ayouts of
the buildings and streets
of the area are bei ng
establi shed and pl ans of a
| arge number  of Roman
houses and ot her bui I di ngs
are bei ng recovered.

Just |ike Col chester t oday,
t he Roman town was not
static: the limts of the
settl ement changed and its
buildings were renewed. On
any site within the town
wal | s, there can be an
accumul ation of the remains
of up to five sets of
bui I di ngs. The compl exity
of it all is why sites
like Culver Street are so
difficult and time-consum ng
but yet are so rewarding.

The Roman town was di vi ded

*Left: foundations and paved
floors of Roman houses under
the former Daniels car park.
This represents only about a
fifteenth of the basenment
area and a thirtieth of the
conpl ete redevel opment site?

*Ri ght : mosai ¢ pavement
under the former Fri ends
Meeting House.




up by a grid of streets into
a series of rough rectangles
("insul ae'). The proposed
basement at Culver Street is
to be about two acres and to
include in its west side
al nost hal f of one insula.
The priority of the rescue
excavation at Cul ver
Street is to record as
much as possible within the
basenment area so that the
| ayout and character of the
area can be wor ked out .
The Cul ver Street ar ea
woul d have changed
substantially throughout the
Roman peri od with the
ef fect t hat four or five
different |ayouts of houses
and streets are to be
expect ed.

Large parts of a about a
dozen Roman houses have been

uncovered plus small areas
of many more. Particul arly
i mportant are the six Roman
barracks and the two |[|arge
square bui |l di ngs whi ch
bel onged to t he ar my
fortress predating the Roman
t own.

Finds are being made by the
ton and include pottery,
personal adornments, coins,
fragments of househol d
equi pment and fittings, and
food refuse (mainly in the
form of di scarded ani mal
bones) . Out standing is an
unusual panther head (p 7).
But much more of all this in
the next issue of Cat al ogue
when the excavation will be
finished and the dust wi ||
have had time to settle

Philip Crummy

12

*Above: Roman 'cellar’ in

whi ch a mar bl e pant her

head was found. The walls

wer e bui It of stone and
tile. Bel ow: r emai nsof steps| eac
cel l ar.

*Cover photograph: part of a
marble table leg in the form

of a marble panther.



