


THE BUTT R O A D E X C A V A T I O N S 

S i x hund red and n i n e t y g r a v e s have 
been examined in the c o u r s e o f the 
cemetery e x c a v a t i o n s a t B u t t Road 
wh i ch ended in June 1 9 7 9 . One major 
o b j e c t i v e o f the f i n a l s e a s o n ' s work 
was to examine more f u l l y the Roman 
b u i l d i n g wh ich l i es to the n o r t h o f 
Denmark S t r e e t i n o r d e r t o de te rm ine 
i ts p u r p o s e and r e l a t i o n s h i p to the 
c e m e t e r y . 

E a r l i e r e x c a v a t i o n had shown t h i s t o 
be a l o n g s t r u c t u r e w i t h an a p s i d a l 
e a s t e r n e n d . Upon i n i t i a l c l e a r a n c e , 
the b u i l d i n g was f o u n d to have 

s u f f e r e d e x t e n s i v e damage f rom n i n e -
t e e n t h c e n t u r y s a n d p i t s and o t h e r 
r e c e n t fo rms o f d i s t u r b a n c e . I n 
p l a c e s t h e s e removed the Roman 
f e a t u r e s to a depth of n e a r l y two 
me t res below the o r i g i n a l f l o o r l e v e l . 
I n s p i t e o f t h i s d e s t r u c t i o n , s u f f i c -
i e n t e v i d e n c e s u r v i v e d to pe rm i t a 
p a r t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the more 
s u b s t a n t i a l i n t e rna l f e a t u r e s . Two 
rows o f p o s t h o l e s i n d i c a t e d t h a t the 
e a s t e r n end c o n t a i n e d a i s l e s , a l i g n e d 
w i t h the end o f the a p s e . These do 
no t appear to have ex tended t h r o u g h o u t 
the l e n g t h o f the b u i l d i n g s i n c e none 
were found at the w e s t e r n end and i t 
mus t be assumed t h a t the b u i l d i n g c o n ­
t a i n e d one o r more i n t e r n a l d i v i s i o n s . 
Between two p o s t s o f the s o u t h a i s l e 
l a y a l o n g , t i m b e r - l i n e d f e a t u r e , the 
n o r t h e r n end of wh ich appeared to co-
i n c i d e w i t h two r e c t a n g u l a r p i t s 
s i t u a t e d t o the w e s t . A l t h o u g h p a r t l y 
o b s c u r e d by g r o u n d d i s t u r b a n c e , i t 
seems l i k e l y t h a t two o f t h e s e 
f e a t u r e s were g r a v e s wh ich o c c u p i e d a 
p o s i t i o n o f some prominence w i t h i n the 
b u i l d i n g . 

The cemetery a rea to the e a s t o f the 
b u i l d i n g was found to ex tend to w i t h i n 
a few met res of the a p s e , where exca-
v a t i o n r e v e a l e d g r a v e s c o n t a i n i n g 
t imbe r c o f f i n s and s k e l e t a l r ema ins in 
an advanced s t a t e o f d e c o m p o s i t i o n . A 
s t u d y o f the c o i n e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t the b u i l d i n g was i n use f rom 
a r o u n d A . D . 3 2 0 - 3 4 0 u n t i l the f i f t h 
c e n t u r y , and was con tempora ry w i t h t he 
l a t e r p e r i o d o f e a s t - w e s t o r i e n t a t e d 
b u r i a l s i n the a d j a c e n t cemetery a r e a . 

Grave 35 

T h i s y o u n g man (aged 22 - 26) s u f f e r e d 
from w i d e - s p r e a d bone i n f e c t i o n and 
p r o b a b l y m u l t i p l e u l c e r s i n o t h e r 
o r g a n s . He must have been s e v e r e l y i l l 
f o r some t ime be fo re he d i e d . 

A l t h o u g h the a v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e i s b y 
no means c o n c l u s i v e , the p e r i o d o f 
u s e , o r i e n t a t i o n , g r a v e - l i k e f e a t u r e s 
and d i s t i n c t i v e p l a n s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s 
b u i l d i n g may have been a " m a r t y r i u m " , 
a cemetery c h u r c h h o u s i n g the rema ins 
o f a s a i n t . C h r i s t i a n i t y was adopted 
as the o f f i c i a l r e l i g i o n o f the Roman 
empi re in A . D . 312 and the e x i s t e n c e 
o f C h r i s t i a n commun i t i es i n f o u r t h 
c e n t u r y B r i t i s h towns has been e s t a b ­
l i s h e d f rom e x c a v a t i o n s a t 
D o r c h e s t e r and e l s e w h e r e . I f t h i s 
b u i l d i n g i s i ndeed a cemetery c h u r c h , 
i t i s u n l i k e l y t o have been the o n l y 
one o f i t s k i n d i n l a t e Roman 
C o l c h e s t e r . 

Grave 172 

A woman who, at some p o i n t d u r i n g her 
l i f e , s u f f e r e d a d e p r e s s e d f r a c t u r e o f 
the s k u l l . She a p p e a r s t o have 
r e c o v e r e d f rom t h i s i n j u r y and d i e d i n 
m idd le age (aged 35 - 5 0 ) . 



The t w e l f t h c e n t u r y P r i o r y Chu rch o f 
S t . B o t o l p h may have been e r e c t e d on 
the s i t e o f a n e a r l i e r C h r i s t i a n 
b u i l d i n g . The l o c a t i o n o f S t . 
B o t o l p h ' s , w i t h i n a presumed Roman 
cemetery a rea o u t s i d e the s o u t h ga te 
o f the town has l e d t o s u g g e s t i o n t h a t 
the P r i o r y was b a s e d on a Roman cemet ­
e ry c h u r c h . I f t h i s s u p p o s i t i o n i s 
c o r r e c t , i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to compare 
the c o n t i n u i n g t r a d i t i o n o f S t . 
B o t o l p h ' s w i t h the f a t e o f the B u t t 
Road c h u r c h , wh ich was to remain 
d e r e l i c t f rom the end o f the Roman 
p e r i o d t o the p r e s e n t d a y . 

The f o r m i d a b l e t a s k o f s t u d y i n g the 
p a t h o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e f rom the B u t t 
Road cemetery has been resumed by D r . 
D a v i d B i r k e t t f o l l o w i n g the dea th o f 
D r . C a l v i n W e l l s . T h i s work i s s t i l l 
a t a n e a r l y s t a g e b u t r e s u l t s t o da te 
i n c l u d e e v i d e n c e o f a r t h r i t i s , p e r i o -
s t i t i s , and s i n u s i t i s . Two o f the l e s s 
f o r t u n a t e i n h a b i t a n t s o f l a t e Roman 
C o l c h e s t e r a re i l l u s t r a t e d h e r e . 

C a r l C r o s s a n 

CONTRIBUTING TO T H I S I S S U E 

John H i n c h c l i f f e 

P h i l i p Crummy 

C a r l C r o s s a n 

- D i r e c t o r A r d l e i g h 
E x c a v a t i o n s , DoE 
C e n t r a l U n i t . 

- D i r e c t o r , 
C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t . 

- A s s t . D i r e c t o r , 
C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t . 

- C u r a t o r , 
C o l c h e s t e r and 
E s s e x Museum 

- A s s t . D i r e c t o r , 
C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t . 

N i c k Smi th 

View o f the s o u t h - w e s t c o r n e r o f the 
c h u r c h d u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n s i n 1 9 7 7 . The 
w a l l s a re b u i l t o f K e n t i s h r a g s t o n e 
and l a y e r s o f Roman t i l e . When the 
P o l i c e H e a d q u a r t e r s a re b u i l t o n t h i s 
s i t e i t i s hoped t h a t the r e - e x c a v a t e d 
c h u r c h w i l l be p r e s e r v e d in a perm-
anen t d i s p l a y t h e r e . 
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Excavat ions at Ardleigh 

The e x t e n s i v e cropmark complex a t 
A r d l e i g h has been known f o r some 
y e a r s , p r i n c i p a l l y from the a e r i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h s o f Commander F a r r a n d s and 
M r s M a c m a s t e r . E x c a v a t i o n s b y F e l i x 
E r i t h , on whose farm the s o u t h e r n h a l f 
o f the cropmark complex l i e s , and by 
the C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Group 
have r e v e a l e d the p r e s e n c e o f a l a r g e 
M i d d l e B ronze Age c r e m a t i o n c e m e t e r y . 
They have a l s o r e v e a l e d e v i d e n c e f o r 
the o c c u p a t i o n o f the s i t e f rom the 
I r o n Age to the Roman p e r i o d . 

The bu lk o f the s i t e l i e s under a r a b l e 
farm l a n d , a l t h o u g h p a r t has been 
d e s t r o y e d by g r a v e l e x c a v a t i o n . The 
C e n t r a l E x c a v a t i o n U n i t o f the D e p a r t ­
ment o f the E n v i r o n m e n t a re a t p r e s e n t 
c a r r y i n g ou t f u r t h e r work on the s i t e 
t o a s s e s s the e f f e c t s o f c u l t i v a t i o n 
a n d , i t i s h o p e d , to answer a number 
o f q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d b y the e a r l i e r 
work and by a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h y . 

A sample a rea i n v e s t i g a t e d in the 
gene ra l v i c i n i t y o f the M i d d l e B r o n z e 
Age cemetery has demons t ra ted the p r e -
s e n c e o f a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f 

sma l l r i n g d i t c h e s , p resumab ly the 
s i t e s o f l e v e l l e d b a r r o w s . On ly t h r e e 
c r e m a t i o n s s u r v i v e d w i t h i n the e x c a ­
va ted a rea wh ich was l o c a t e d in a p a r t 
o f the cemetery f rom wh ich none had 
been p r e v i o u s l y e x c a v a t e d . The 
gene ra l a b s e n c e o f c r e m a t i o n s i s a l -
most c e r t a i n l y due to the e f f e c t s o f 
c u l t i v a t i o n , a l t h o u g h o f what da te i s 
u n c l e a r - the b a r r o w s had c e r t a i n l y 
been l e v e l l e d by the e a r l y Roman 
p e r i o d when the a rea was o c c u p i e d by a 
c i r c u l a r hu t d e f i n e d by a c i r c u l a r 
g u l l y wh ich c u t a c r o s s a number o f the 
e a r l i e r r i n g s . The B r o n z e Age ceme-
t e r y a p p e a r s t o resemb le i n c h a r a c t e r 
t h a t e x c a v a t e d a t C h i t t s H i l l b y the 
C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t . I t 
i s hoped t h a t f u r t h e r work i n the a rea 
a f t e r the 1980 h a r v e s t w i l l e s t a b l i s h 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the p r e v i o u s ­
l y e x c a v a t e d b u r i a l s and the r i n g s 
wh ich show as c ropmarks i n t h e i r 
v i c i n i t y . 

The e x c a v a t i o n o f a l a r g e r i n g d i t c h 
a t the n o r t h e r n end o f the cropmark 
complex r e v e a l e d a t i t s c e n t r e a smal l 
p i t c o n t a i n i n g a c r e m a t i o n l a i d on a 
bed o f c h a r c o a l . W i t h i n the e x c a v a t e d 

a r e a were l o c a t e d s i x i nhuma t i on 
b u r i a l s , f i v e o f wh i ch l a y i n a row 
a c r o s s the r i n g d i t c h wh ich a t t h i s 
t ime was p r o b a b l y reduced to a low 
mound. Very l i t t l e bone s u r v i v e d bu t 
the g r a v e s p roduced an i n t e r e s t i n g 
g r o u p o f g r a v e goods i n c l u d i n g i r o n 
weapons and c o f f i n f i t t i n g s , b ronze 
and i ron b r o o c h e s and p o t t e r y v e s s e l s 
wh ich I n c l u d e d Hadham p r o d u c t s . Two 
o f the g r a v e s a l s o c o n t a i n e d f ace ted 
j a s p e r b e a d s . A l l the g r a v e s were 
a l i g n e d n o r t h - s o u t h . A s i n g l e c r e -
ma t i on b u r i a l in a v e s s e l o f the l a t e 
s e c o n d c e n t u r y A . D . was a l s o found t o 
the n o r t h o f the r i n g . 

E x c a v a t i o n work i s a t p r e s e n t c o n ­
t i n u i n g i n the a r e a o f the l a t e I r o n 
A g e / e a r l y Roman o c c u p a t i o n . F u t u r e 
work w i l l i n c l u d e a n i n t e n s i v e f i e l d -
w a l k i n g program wh i ch i t i s hoped w i l l 
f i l l o u t the p i c t u r e p r o v i d e d by the 
c r o p m a r k s . 

John H i n c h l i f f e 
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Archaeology and Museums 

H i s t o r y i s b a s i c a l l y abou t p e o p l e . 
A r c h a e o l o g y is one way among many f o r 
t he w r i t i n g o f h i s t o r y , i n t h i s c a s e 
by s t u d y i n g the m a t e r i a l e v i d e n c e . 
Museums a re the r e s e r v o i r o f t h a t 
e v i d e n c e a n d , b y c o n t i n u i n g the 
me tapho r , c o l l e c t i t , c o n s e r v e i t , and 
d i s t r i b u t e i t where i t i s r e q u i r e d . 
Water e n g i n e e r s r a r e l y h i t the head-
l i n e s , u n l e s s t h e r e i s a d r o u g h t o r a n 
e p i d e m i c , bu t a h i g h degree o f s k i l l 
i s needed f o r the r e g u l a r ma in tenance 
o f the s e r v i c e . The same i s t r u e o f 
museums. 

C o n s i d e r a few e x a m p l e s . Casua l n o t e s , 
made p e r h a p s many y e a r s a g o , may 
p r o v i d e v a l u a b l e c l u e s in s e l e c t i n g a 
s i t e f o r e x c a v a t i o n ; r e c o r d s and f i n d s 
f rom p r e v i o u s e x c a v a t i o n s can be 
r e - s t u d i e d t o p r o v i d e new i n t e r p r e t -
a t i o n s ; o b j e c t s t h e m s e l v e s can b e 
a s s e s s e d f o r t y p o l o g i c a l I n f o r m a t i o n ; 

f i r s t a i d o r l o n g term t rea tmen t can 
r e s c u e d e l i c a t e o b j e c t s ; e x i s t i n g 
o b j e c t s can s u p p l y d i s t r i b u t i o n 
p a t t e r n s and compa ra t i ve e v i d e n c e . 
The e n t i r e a r c h i v e o f comple ted e x c a v ­
a t i o n s i s s t o r e d f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h , 
i t s p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t s d i s p l a y e d t o 
i n c r e a s e and e n c o u r a g e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t 
and i t s p h o t o g r a p h s , p l a n s and f i n d s 
a r e used f o r e d u c a t i o n a t a l l l e v e l s . 

I n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e a l l t h i s the 
museums' p r i n c i p l e p rob lem is what i s 
f a s h i o n a b l y termed " i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e t r i e v a l " wh ich m e a n s , in e v e r y day 
l a n g u a g e , where t o f i n d wha t . Imag ine 
a s s e m b l i n g the da ta you need to 
comple te an Income Tax A s s e s s m e n t , 
m u l t i p l y t h i s b y the h a l f m i l l i o n o r 
s o i t ems i n the c o l l e c t i o n and a g a i n 
b y the 2 , 0 0 0 e n q u i r i e s r e c e i v e d 
a n n u a l l y and y o u g e t some idea o f what 
can be i n v o l v e d . 
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E v e r y t h i n g depends on d a t a . A c o i n , 
f o r example may have some numismat i c 
i n t e r e s t bu t i f i t can be p roved t h a t 
i t came from the 1969 H i g h S t r e e t 
h o a r d t h i s enhances i t s gene ra l 
i n t e r e s t and r e s e a r c h v a l u e . F o r the 
f u l l b e n e f i t bo th the o b j e c t and data 
a r e v i t a l and must be so c a r e d f o r as 
to be i n s e p a r a b l e . 

F o r t h i s r e a s o n e v e r y o b j e c t needs a 
number, v a r i o u s i ndex c a r d s , p h o t o ­
g r a p h s and o f t e n a p e r s o n a l d o s s i e r . 
Our r e c o r d s , i n the C a s t l e Museum, g o 
back to 1 8 4 6 , when the c o l l e c t i o n was 
b e g u n , but i n 1860 the E s s e x A r c h a e o ­
l o g i c a l S o c i e t y ag reed t o combine i t s 
c o l l e c t i o n w i t h t h a t o f the B o r o u g h , 
and p r e m i s e s f o r d i s p l a y were then 

opened in the c r y p t o f the then r u i n e d 
C a s t l e . I n r e t u r n the S o c i e t y r e -
c e i v e d , and c o n t i n u e s t o o c c u p y , f o u r 
s e a t s on the Commi t tee. S u b s e q u e n t l y 
the C a s t l e was r o o f e d ( 1 9 2 3 - 3 5 ) and 
a d d i t i o n a l p r e m i s e s a c q u i r e d ; the 
H o l l y t r e e s ( 1 9 2 8 ) , the N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
Museum (1958) and the Museum of 
C o u n t r y L i f e and C r a f t s ( 1 9 7 2 ) , the 
l a s t two in r edundan t c h u r c h e s . We 
a l s o l o o k a f t e r the town w a l l s and 
v a r i o u s o t h e r monuments. 

T e l l i n g the s t o r y to new 
g e n e r a t i o n s i s a n e s s e n t i a l p a r t 
o f the s e r v i c e . 



A s a r e s u l t o f t h i s i n i t i a l C o u n t y -
wide i n t e r e s t the c o l l e c t i o n s a r e 
drawn f rom a l l o v e r E s s e x though the 
s u b s e q u e n t c r e a t i o n o f o t h e r museums 
h a s s u b s t a n t i a l l y reduced the commit-
ment . A r c h a e o l o g y , however , no l o n g e r 
s t o p s a t the Dark A g e s and t h e r e must 
be a p l a c e f o r the p a r a s o l as we l l as 
the p a l a e o l i t h . Wi th e v e r i n c r e a s i n g 
m a t e r i a l p r o d u c t i o n t h i s c r e a t e s i t s 
own p r o b l e m s . 

More s i g n i f i c a n t l y , howeve r , we l i v e 
on a p l a n e t whose c o n s t i t u t i o n a f f e c t s 
o u r l i f e i n e v e r y a s p e c t , s o n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y i s a n e s s e n t i a l and p r i m a r y 
c o n s t i t u e n t o f the o v e r a l l p i c t u r e . I n 
te rms o f e x c a v a t i o n human and an imal 
b o n e s , p o l l e n and seed s a m p l e s , 
i n s e c t s f rom Roman middens a r e o f a s 
much i n t e r e s t t o the n a t u r a l i s t as t o 
the a r c h a e o l o g i s t . 

C o l l e c t i n g da ta c o u l d e a s i l y become a n 
end i n i t s e l f . I t s use f o r r e s e a r c h 
i s s e l f e v i d e n t , bu t i t i s e q u a l l y 
impo r tan t f o r the g e n e r a l l y u n d e r s t o o d 
t a s k o f museums, t h a t i s , f o r d i s p l a y . 
T o d a y ' s p u b l i c a r e t o d a y ' s t a x p a y e r s ; 
they e x p e c t , and they a re e n t i t l e d t o 
e x p e c t , v a l u e f o r money. T h i s means 
t h a t o b j e c t s must b e s e t o u t a t t r a c t -
i v e l y and in fo rmat i ve ly , and the r i g h t 
b a l a n c e s t r u c k between the c o n f l i c t i n g 
needs o f s c h o l a r s h i p , s e c u r i t y , con-
s e r v a t i o n and i m a g i n a t i v e p r e s e n t -
a t i o n . T r y t o d r a f t a l a b e l i n no t 
more than 100 words o n , s a y , the Roman 
C o n q u e s t , wh ich i s c o m p r e h e n s i b l e and 
i n t e r e s t i n g to a 14 y e a r o l d and w i l l 
no t evoke c r i t i c i s m from a p r o f e s s i o n -
a l a r c h a e o l o g i s t , and y o u w i l l see 
what I mean. 

I n the l i g h t o f a l l t h i s i t mus t b e 
c l e a r t h a t museums need space and 
money. Here in C o l c h e s t e r we hope 
t h a t the p r o p o s e d deve lopment o f 
A l s t o n s Warehouse w i l l h e l p i n s o l v i n g 
the p rob lems o f l i v i n g i n f o u r 
h i s t o r i c , b u t i n c o n v e n i e n t b u i l d i n g s . 
I t s h o u l d be o b v i o u s t h a t museum 
w o r k e r s , I n a d d d i t i o n t o a s c h o l a r s h i p 
embrac ing mos t o f the works o f man and 
n a t u r e , need the a b i l i t y o f a window 
d r e s s e r , w e i g h t - l i f t e r , computer 
p r o c e s s o r , t e a c h e r , a u t h o r and d e t e c t ­
i v e . Maybe t h a t i s e x a c t l y why we g e t 
them. 

CULVER 
P R E C I N C T 

F o r the f i r s t t ime i n o v e r e i g h t y e a r s 
t h e r e a re c u r r e n t l y n o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e x c a v a t i o n s g o i n g o n i n C o l c h e s t e r . 
T h i s w i l l , howeve r , p r o b a b l y c h a n g e 
s o o n . 

C o l c h e s t e r ' s town c e n t r e has seen many 
c h a n g e s o v e r the l a s t decade and w i t h 
the c o m p l e t i o n o f the redeve lopment 
scheme near the p u b l i c l i b r a r y , the 
s o - c a l l e d " C u l v e r P r e c i n c t " , the town 
w i l l have undergone a s e r i e s o f u p ­
h e a v a l s u n l i k e l y to be matched in our 
l i f e t i m e . The l a r g e redeve lopment 
p r o j e c t s 1n the h e a r t o f the town 
c e n t r e ; i . e . i n Long Wyre S t r e e t , L i o n 
Walk and soon C u l v e r S t r e e t W e s t ; have 
gone hand i n hand as p a r t o f the o v e r ­
a l l town c e n t r e redeve lopment p l a n 
embodying the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 
i n n e r r e l i e f road a n d , a l o n g i t s 
r o u t e , some m u l t i - s t o r y c a r p a r k s . The 
r e s u l t a n t l o s s o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
r ema ins has been immense; o f t h i s 
t h e r e i s n o d o u b t . Y e t , d e s p i t e c o n ­
t i n u o u s e x c a v a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t most o f 
the 1 9 7 0 ' s , s e v e r e s h o r t a g e s o f 
f i n a n c e have meant t h a t o n l y abou t a 
t h i r d o f what was t h r e a t e n e d by d e ­
s t r u c t i o n c o u l d be e x c a v a t e d and 
r e c o r d e d i n d e t a i l . The most s p e c ­
t a c u l a r l o s s o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r ema ins 
was at L i o n Walk when the d i g g i n g of a 
l a r g e h o l e f o r the u n d e r g r o u n d 
s e r v i c e s meant the comple te and i n ­
e v i t a b l e d e s t r u c t i o n o f abou t a n a c r e 
o f the r e m a i n s o f the Roman and l a t e r 
town c e n t r e . H e r e , a s everywhere e l s e 
where e x c a v a t i o n s have taken p l a c e , 
the d e v e l o p e r s were ex t r eme l y h e l p f u l 
and c o o p e r a t i v e and much was a c h i e v e d . 
B u t , a s a l w a y s , the p rob lem was i n -
s u f f i c i e n t money. 

Wi th the impend ing deve lopment o f 
" C u l v e r P r e c i n c t " the s c a l e o f d e s t r -
u c t i o n o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r ema ins c o u l d 
be on a p a r w i t h t h a t a t L i o n W a l k . 
Y e t the economic c l i m a t e i s s u c h t h a t 

D a v i d C l a r k e 
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- t h e biggest challenge 

we have even l e s s money f o r exca -
v a t i o n s than b e f o r e . A t C u l v e r 
P r e c i n c t we can e x p e c t to f i n d the 
r ema ins o f p a r t o f the Roman f o r t r e s s , 
b u i l d i n g s and s t r e e t s o f the l a t e r 
Roman town and the rema ins of medieva l 
and l a t e r C o l c h e s t e r , a l l w i t h i n the 
top e i g h t f e e t o r so o f the modern 
s u r f a c e . No a r c h a e o l o g i c a l exca-
v a t i o n s have e v e r taken p l a c e i n t h i s 
p a r t o f the t own , a l t h o u g h when the 
l i b r a r y was b e i n g b u i l t i n 1 9 3 8 - 3 9 i t 
was o b s e r v e d to be on the s i t e of a 
Roman c r o s s - r o a d s . The who le a rea is 
c l e a r l y v e r y impor tan t i n terms o f the 
o r i g i n and deve lopment o f the town and 
t he re can be no doubt t h a t the a r c h a e -
o l o g i c a l r ema ins here a re e x t e n s i v e . 

L i o n Walk redeve lopment i n p r o g r e s s ; 
l o o k i n g e a s t w i t h C u l v e r S t r e e t o n the 
l e f t . 

Keep y o u r f i n g e r s c r o s s e d i n the hope 
t h a t , i n the nex t i s s u e o f C a t a l o g u e , 
we can b r i n g y o u news o f e x c a v a t i o n s 
j u s t beginning i n C u l v e r P r e c i n c t ! 

P h i l i p Crummy 
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S e w e r t r e n c h e s revea l 

i ron a g e d e f e n c e s 

S i n c e l a s t summer the Borough E n g i n -
e e r ' s Department has been engaged i n 
c o n s t r u c t i n g a new sewage sys tem in 
the Shrub End a r e a . By the t ime t h i s 
work i s f i n i s h e d l a t e r t h i s y e a r 
seve ra l m i l e s o f new sewer w i l l have 
been l a i d . T h i s i s p r o v i d i n g u s w i th 
an o p p o r t u n i t y to e s t a b l i s h the e x a c t 
p o s i t i o n o f some of the many d i t c h e s 
o f I r o n Age and Roman date t ha t l i e to 
the west of the town. 

The l a r g e s t d i t c h e s form p a r t o f the 
complex sys tem o f de fences o r dykes 
which p ro tec ted l a t e I r o n Age and 
e a r l y Roman C o l c h e s t e r . O r i g i n a l l y 
t h i s c o n s i s t e d o f many m i l e s o f deep 
d i t c h e s each w i th a h i g h bank beh ind 
bu t now, two thousand y e a r s l a t e r , 
most o f the banks have gone and a l l 
t h a t remains are the f i l l e d - i n d i t c h e s 
which l e a v e l i t t l e o r no i n d i c a t i o n o f 
t h e i r p resence on the s u r f a c e . The 

sma l l e r d i t c h e s a l s o had banks and 
s e r v e d to form f i e l d s and o t h e r en-
c l o s u r e s , a l l now v a n i s h e d . By c a r e -
f u l l y wa t ch ing the p r o g r e s s o f the 
sewer t r e n c h , and r e c o r d i n g the 
d i t c h e s cu t by it , a s u r p r i s i n g amount 
i s b e i n g found ou t about the de fences 
and f i e l d s o f I r o n Age C o l c h e s t e r . 

N ick Smi th 

NEW BOOKLET ON COLCHESTER EXCAVATIONS 

In Sea rch o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s P a s t i s 
s e l l i n g wel l in l o c a l b o o k s h o p s ; i t 
has reached number two In 
C o l c h e s t e r ' s b e s t - s e l l i n g paper -back 
book l i s t s . The b o o k l e t is 60 pages 
l o n g , wel l I l l u s t r a t e d and w r i t t e n by 
P h i l i p Crummy, D i r e c t o r o f CAT. 
C o p i e s are a v a i l a b l e a t bookshops and 
the C a s t l e Museum a t £ 0 . 7 5 e a c h . 

Cover P h o t o g r a p h : 

R e c o r d i n g f i l l e d - i n d i t c h e s o f I r o n 
Age C o l c h e s t e r a t Shrub E n d . 

F R I E N D S O F THE C O L C H E S T E R A R C H A E O L O G I C A L T R U S T 

The COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST is 
composed o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f l o c a l 
and n a t i o n a l b o d i e s as we l l as a few 
c o - o p t e d i n d i v i d u a l s and emp loys a 
permanent s t a f f o f a r c h a e o l o g i s t s t o 
deal w i t h the r e s c u e s i t e s i n 
C o l c h e s t e r . 

The F R I E N D S OF THE COLCHESTER 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST h a s been formed 
to p r o v i d e a means of k e e p i n g 
i n t e r e s t e d members o f the p u b l i c 
i n f o r m e d abou t the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l work 
g o i n g on in and a r o u n d the h i s t o r i c 
town o f C o l c h e s t e r . The F r i e n d s 
p r o v i d e the funds to p u b l i s h CATALOGUE 
- the N e w s l e t t e r o f the C o l c h e s t e r 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t . M i ke C o r b i s h l e y 
o r g a n i s e s the F r i e n d s and e d i t s the 
N e w s l e t t e r . 

F r i e n d s r e c e i v e two n e w s l e t t e r s a 
y e a r , a t t e n d an annual programme o f 
l e c t u r e s o n the p r e v i o u s y e a r ' s 
p r o g r e s s , a re g i v e n conduc ted t o u r s o f 
c u r r e n t s i t e s and can take p a r t in a 
r e g u l a r programme o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
v i s i t s t o s i t e s and monuments i n the 
a r e a . 

The annua l s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e s a re a s 
f o l l o w s : A d u l t s £ 1 . 5 0 , C h i l d r e n and 
S t u d e n t s 7 5 p , F a m i l y Membersh ip £ 2 . 0 0 
and I n s t i t u t i o n s o r n e w s l e t t e r s - o n l y 
£ 1 . 0 0 . 

You w i l l f i n d a membership form i n s i d e 
t h i s n e w s l e t t e r . S u b s c r i p t i o n s s h o u l d 
be s e n t t o M r s G . C h a d w i c k , T r e a s u r e r , 
F r i e n d s o f the C o l c h e s t e r A rchaeo -
l o g i c a l T r u s t , 171 Wivenhoe R d . 
A l r e s f o r d , C o l c h e s t e r C07 8AQ. 


