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Summary

An archaeological evaluation (four trial-trenches) was carried out at 31a Julien Court Road,
Braintree, Essex, in advance of the construction of three new bungalows. The site lies east of
the Roman road which ran from Chelmsford to Braintree, and west of the site of a tile-built
Roman kiln. An Early Bronze Age stone hammer and a Bronze Age pit have also been found in
the vicinity. Excavations at the site uncovered a pit or tree-throw, two gullies and a ditch. Only
one of these features produced any finds, a gully, which was dated to the medieval or post-
medieval periods.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for an archaeological evaluation carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust
(CAT) at 31a Julien Court Road, Braintree, Essex on 10th-11th January 2024. The work was
commissioned by Steven Higgon of HGN Design Ltd on behalf of Task Force Developments Ltd,
and took place in advance of the construction of three new bungalows.

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), the Historic
Environment Advisor advised that, in order to establish the archaeological implications of this
application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of archaeological
investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2023).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for a trial trenching evaluation
and excavation at 31a Julien Court Road, Braintree written by Teresa O’Connor (ECCPS 2023).
A written scheme of investigation (WSI) was prepared by CAT in response to the brief and
agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2023).

In addition to the project Brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was undertaken in
accordance with:

e Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic
England 2015),

e Professional standards of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, including its Code
of Conduct (CIfA 2020a-b, 2022, 2023a-b),

e East of England standards and frameworks published by East Anglian Archaeology
(Brown & Glazebrook 2000, Gurney 2003, Medlycott 2011) and the recent review
updates on https://researchframeworks.org/eoe/

e Relevant health and safety guidelines and requirements (CAT 2023).

Archaeological background

The following archaeological background includes extracts of the ECC Brief and Essex Historic
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex
(accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The Geology of Britain viewer (1:50,000 scale') indicates that most of the site has bedrock
geology of London clay formation (clay, silt and sand, comprised of bioturbated or poorly
laminated, blue-grey or grey-brown, slightly calcareous, silty to very silty clay, clayey silt and
sometimes silt, with some layers of sandy clay), with superficial deposits of Head (clay, silt, sand
and gravel including poorly sorted and poorly stratified, angular rock debris and/or clayey hill-
wash and soil creep, mantling a hillslope and deposited by solifluction and gelifluction
processes). On the southern edge of the site the superficial deposits are of Kesgrove
Catchment subgroup (sand and gravel, the gravel is characterised by quartz and quartzite).

The site is located on a slope overlooking the valley of the River Blackwater. The site lies above
a natural spring which feed into a series of ponds towards the River Blackwater. In the southern
part of the site, borehole data recorded 0.9m of organic silt deposits below topsoil (Exposem

' British Geological Survey — https://geologyviewer.bgs.ac.uk/?
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2023), which may indicate the presence of waterlogged deposits which could contain
palaeoenvironmental evidence.

Approximately 300m west of the site, extending along the line of the current Bradford Street, is
the route of a Roman road which ran from Chelmsford to Long Melford via Braintree (EHER
6057). The remains of a Roman tile-built kiln were uncovered to the east of the site in 1966
during the construction of a housing estate (EHER 6477).

To the east of the site, a stone hammer dating to the Early Bronze Age was found during
building work on a property at the junction of Bedford Close and Marlborough Road (EHER
19529). A Bronze Age pit containing pottery and charcoal was also found nearby in 1977 (EHER
19528).

The adjacent property, 33 Julien Court Road, known as Thorpe Lodge, is a Grade ll-listed
timber-framed farmhouse, built in the mid 17th century and re-fronted in the 19th century (EHER
39248).

To the immediate east of the site, at 39 Julien Court Road, the former Essex County Council
Field Archaeology Unit (ECCFAU) carried out an evaluation prior to a residential development. A
small undated pit and a linear feature were recorded. The only find recovered was an
undiagnostic struck flint (Sparrow 2009; EHER 47191).

Other archaeological work carried out in the vicinity includes an evaluation undertaken by
ECCFAU in 1996 at Great Bradfords County Infant and Junior School. Four post-holes and a
stake-hole were uncovered. All of these features were undated. A couple of sherds of abraded
Roman pottery and fragments of Roman tile were recovered from modern contexts (Germany
1996; EHER 17286). A subsequent excavation did not reveal any features or finds. Fragments
of tar or asphalt were found embedded in the natural soil, suggesting that ground reduction was
carried out at the site during the construction of the school in the 1970s (Germany 2007).

To the north-east of the site, cropmarks indicate the presence of channels in the river valley
which are thought to be part of a historic water meadow drainage system (EHER 14229).

Aims

The aims of the archaeological evaluation were to record the extent of any surviving
archaeological deposits and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow the
ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.

Results (Figs 2-5)

Four trial-trenches were excavated under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist. Trench T1
was 15m long and 1.8m wide, trench T2 was 17m long and 1.8m wide, trench T3 was 22m long
and 1.8m wide, and trench T4 was 8m long and 1.8m wide. To avoid on-site constraints and
waterlogged areas, trench T2 was moved and excavated in an L-shape, and trench T3 was
moved and excavated in a T-shape.

Trenches T1 and T2 were cut through modern topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.09-0.19m thick) and subsoil (L2, ¢
0.15-0.27m thick) onto natural (L3, encountered at a depth of 0.28-0.45m below current ground
level [bcgl]). Trenches T3 and T4 were cut through L1 (¢ 0.21-0.44m thick) onto L3. A sondage
was excavated in trench T1 to confirm the identification of L3 as natural.

There were no archaeological remains in trench T1. A full context list with soil descriptions and
dimensions can be found in Appendix 1.

Trench 2
Pit or tree-throw F1 was uncovered in the southern part of the trench. No finds was recovered
from this feature.
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Trench 3

Gully F4 passed through the eastern half of the trench on a north-north-west/south-south-east
alignment. It produced a sherd of medieval or post-medieval peg-tile.

Photogrph 1 T3 trench shot — looking west

Trench 4

Gully F2 passed through the western half of the trench on a north-west/south-east alignment
and ditch F3 extended through the eastern half of the trench on a north-north-west/south-south-
east alignment. Neither feature contained any dating evidence.
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Finds
by Dr Matthew Loughton

The evaluation uncovered one fragment (12g) of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile from gully F4.
It was not retained.

Conclusion

Four features were uncovered during this evaluation: a pit or tree-throw, two gullies and a ditch.
Only one of these features, a gully, produced any dating evidence, placing its origins in the
medieval or post-medieval periods. It should be noted that while the borehole survey conducted
prior to this investigation revealed a deposit of organic silt some 0.9m thick in the southern part
of the site, trenching here uncovered a topsoil layer a maximum of 0.44m in thickness overlying
natural geology. It may be that the borehole survey encountered a feature which was not
exposed by the trenching.
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Site data
Survey data

12 Archive deposition
The archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman Circus House,
Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently deposited with the
Archaeology Data Service.
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Appendix 1 Context list

Context | Trench |Finds |Interpretation |Context information Period
no. no.

L1 All - Topsail Very soft, moist/wet very dark brown loam. Modern
0.09-0.44m thick.

L2 T1,T2 - Subsoil Soft, moist/wet medium grey/brown silty-clay. Undated
0.15-0.27m thick.

L3 All - Natural Soft, wet dark brown/light blue-grey clay. Post-glacial
Encountered at a depth of 0.21-0.45m below
current ground level.

F1 T2 - Pit/tree-throw | Firm, wet dark brown silty-clay with 1% stones. Undated

Irregular profile. Extended beyond LOE; exposed
extent 0.55m by 1.57m and 0.21m deep.

F2 T4 - Gully Soft, wet medium orange/blue/grey silty-clay. Modern
Feature not drawn.

F3 T4 - Ditch Soft, wet medium orange/blue/grey silty-clay. Modern
U-shaped profile with flat base. 1.21m wide and
0.31m deep.

F4 T3 1 Gully Firm, moist medium/dark grey/brown sandy-silt. | Medieval/
Irregular profile. 0.37m wide and 0.17m deep. post-medieval




Braintree

ESSEX

o
Chelmsford

ez

0 50 m

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 100039294.

Fig 1 Site location and trench layout in relation
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