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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (two trial-trenches) was carried out Squirrels Croft, Bardfield End
Green, Essex in advance of the construction of two new dwellings. Despite lying in the heart of
the historic village of Bardfield End Green, no archaeological remains were encountered.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust
(CAT) at Squirrels Croft, Bardfield End Green, Essex on 27th March 2023. The work was
commissioned by Tom Cannon on behalf of the homeowner and took place in advance of the
construction of two new dwellings, with associated landscaping, parking and other groundworks.

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), the Historic
Environment Advisor advised that in order to establish the archaeological implications of this
application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of archaeological
investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2021).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for trial trenching and
excavation at Squirrels Croft, Bardfield End Green, Thaxted written by Katie Lee-Smith and
detailing the required archaeological work (ECCPS 2023). A written scheme of investigation
(WSI) was prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2023).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England
2016), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This
report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard
and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for
the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA
2014b).

3  Archaeological background
The following archaeological background includes extracts of the ECC Brief and Essex Historic
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex
(accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The Geology of Britain viewer (1:50,000 scale') shows the bedrock geology of the site is London
clay formation (clay, silt and sand, comprised of bioturbated or poorly laminated, blue-grey or
grey-brown, slightly calcareous, silty to very silty clay, clayey silt and sometimes silt, with some
layers of sandy clay), with superficial deposits of Lowestoft formation (chalky till, together with
outwash sands and gravels, silts and clays. The till is characterised by its chalk and flint
content).

The Historic Environment Record shows that the proposed development lies within an area of
potentially sensitive archaeological deposits. The site located within the historic hamlet of
Bardfield End Green. The Chapman and André map of 1777 (Map 1) shows that the southern
half of the site was located within the historic green, along the edge of the road and the northern
half of the site show buildings no longer extant.

The proposed development is also located within a possible moated homestead site at Millers
Farm (EHER 1482). The first edition Ordnance Survey map of 1876 (Map 2) shows the ditches
of the moat clearly likely to be of medieval date. There is therefore the potential for medieval
and post-medieval archaeological remains being impacted on by the proposed development.

The site is also surrounded by cropmarks depicting historic field boundaries (EHER 46602,
EHER 14979, EHER 9859 and EHER 46598).

1 British Geological Survey — https://geologyviewer.bgs.ac.uk/?
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Map 2 Extract of the 1st OS map of England and Wales, Essex Sheet XV, surveyed 1876.
With site boundary in red and proposed dwellings and garages in blue.

Aims
The aims of the archaeological evaluation were to record the extent of any surviving

archaeological deposits and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow the
ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.
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Results (Figs 2-3 and Appendix 1)

Two trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist which
uncovered no archaeological contexts. The layers within both trenches consisted of a topsoil
(L1, ¢ 0.22m thick) overlying subsoil (L2, ¢ 0.32m thick) on top of the natural (L3).

Photograph 1 Site shot — view east.

Photograph 2 Trench 1 — view north-west.
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Photograph 3 Trench 2 — view north north-east.

Photograph 4 Representtive section from T2 — view north-west.

Finds

No finds were recovered from site.
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Conclusion

There were no archaeological remains uncovered during the evaluation at Squirrels Croft,
Bardfield End Green, with no evidence for the possible moated homestead present within the
development area.
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CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

ECC Essex County Council

ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor

ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services

EHER Essex Historic Environment Record

layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material

modern period from ¢ AD 1800 to the present

natural geological deposit undisturbed by human activity

NGR National Grid Reference

OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS,
http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main

section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s

WSI written scheme of investigation
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CAT Report 1919

ECCPS brief
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Survey data

12 Archive deposition

The archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman Circus House,

Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently deposited with the
Archaeological Data Service.

© Colchester Archaeological Trust 2023

Distribution list:

Tom Cannon

The homeowner

ECC Place Services Historic Environment Advisor

Essex Historic Environment Record, Essex County Council



Appendix 1 Context list

Context |Finds |ldentification | Description Date
no.
L1 - Topsaill Firm, wet dark brownish blue clayey silt with infrequent rooting Undated
L2 - Subsoil Firm, moist light brownish grey clayey-silt with irregular charcoal |Undated
flecking and infrequent small rounded stone inclusions
L3 - Natural Compact, moist mottled brownish yellow chalky clay Post-glacial
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Fig 1 Site location and trench layout in relation to the
proposed development (dashed blue).
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Fig 2 Results
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