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1 Summary
An archaeological investigation was carried out at Upper Castle Park, Colchester, Essex during 
the excavation of a pit for a commemorative tree on the site of an existing tree that had died.  
Upper Castle Park is a Grade II listed park and garden within the scheduled ancient monument 
of Colchester Castle.  There were no archaeological remains as groundworks did not extend 
beyond layers of modern date.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for an archaeological investigation at Upper Castle Park, Colchester, Essex 
which was carried out on 31st August 2021. The work was commissioned by Colchester 
Borough Council, and was carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) during the 
excavation of a pit for a new cork oak tree to replace an existing tree that had died.

In response to consultation with Dr Jess Tipper, Historic England Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments (HEIAM) it was advised that the works should go ahead under the supervision of a 
CAT archaeologist (Scheduled Ancient Monument consent number S00241781).  A written 
scheme of investigation (WSI) was prepared by CAT in advance of the groundworks and agreed 
the HEIAM.

In addition to the WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with Management of 
Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England 2015), and with 
Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors 
standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for 
archaeological watching briefs (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the Colchester Archaeological Trust report 
archive and the Colchester Historic Environment Record (CHER) (accessed via Colchester 
Heritage Explorer, https://colchesterheritage.co.uk).

The surface geology of the Castle Park area is a mix of Kesgrave sands and gravels and 
London clay. The south-western corner of the park is dominated by the 11th-century Norman 
castle keep and its associated earthwork defences (MCC1732). The Castle Park grounds were 
landscaped by Charles Gray of Hollytrees in the early 18th century. The site was sold to 
Colchester Borough in 1892 for the creation of a public park, laid out by Backhouse & Co. of 
York in the late 19th century. The majority of the park is a Scheduled Monument (SM EX 1, HA 
1002217) and the park is a Registered historic park and garden. 

Evidence for a number of Roman town houses (including MCC852, MCC854 and MCC856), 
walls, tessellated pavements, metalled streets, masonry drains and a water works have been 
recorded within the park, much of this is summarised by Hull (1958), Crummy (CAR 6) and 
Brooks (1997). The park also contains the site of the Temple of Claudius (MCC1830). The base 
of the temple is preserved beneath the Norman Castle. Crossing through the centre of the park 
is the town wall (MCC859), a dominant feature. The current site is located just to the south of the
wall. 

CAT have carried out numerous investigations within Castle Park, the nearest to the current site 
is a UKPN repair in 2017 which revealed layers dating to the modern, post-medieval and 
medieval periods, recorded to a depth of 0.45-0.7m below current ground level. Two patches of 
demolition material were recorded at the western-end of the trench and despite containing 
Roman material, they sealed medieval layer L3. The whole area had been badly disturbed by 
modern electrical cabinets and cables (CAT Report 1086). 

     
  

1



CAT Report 1707: Archaeological investigation at Upper Castle Park, High Street, Colchester, Essex, CO1 1TJ –  August 2021

4      Aim
The aim of the archaeological monitoring was to identify and record any archaeological contexts
revealed during groundworks.

5      Results (Figs 2-3)

A pit was dug into the grass slope between the band stand area and the Roman town wall.  The 
pit covered an area of 0.207m2 and was excavated to a depth of 0.4m below current ground 
level.  
                                                                                                    
The trench was excavated through modern upper topsoil (L1, 0.08-0.1m thick. Comprised of 
hard, dry, light to mid-brown leached humic loam) and lower modern topsoil (L2, 0.31-0.33m 
deep to the base of the tree pit. Fill was firm, dry mid-grey silty loam).  

Photograph 1 Tree pit shot looking southeast Photograph 2 Tree pit shot looking northeast

6 Finds
by Matthew Loughton
The watching brief uncovered 11 sherds of pottery and ceramic building material (henceforth 
CBM) with a weight of 159g (Table 1).  The assemblage contained a variety of Roman, 
medieval, and post-medieval material which all came from the lower topsoil (L2).  Roman finds 
included several tesserae cubes and sherds of greyware (fabric GX) and Coarse oxidised 
(fabric DJ) pottery.  Post-Roman ceramics included sherds of Colchester-type ware (c 1200-
1550), post-medieval red earthenwares (c 1500-19th/20th century) and peg-tile (medieval-post 
medieval).  None of the pottery and CBM was retained.
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Ceramic material Number Weight (g) MSW (g)

Pottery 5 36 7

CBM 6 123 21

Total 11 159 14

Table 1 Details on the main types of ceramics and pottery

Small fragments of Roman brick and modern polystyrene were noted in L1 and fragments of 
oyster shell and a piece of modern plastic in L2, these were not retained.
                                                                                            

                                                                                       

7 Conclusion
Archaeological monitoring at Lower Castle Park did not exceed layers of modern date and 
therefore did not penetrate deep enough to reach archaeological features.
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10    Abbreviations and glossary
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CBC Colchester Borough Council
CBCAA Colchester Borough Council Archaeological Advisor 
CBCPS Colchester Borough Council Planning Services
CHER Colchester Historic Environment Record
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
context specific location of finds on an archaeological site
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
medieval period from AD 1066 to c 1500
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS, 

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main     
peg-tile rectangular thin tile with peg-hole(s) used mainly for roofing, first appeared c AD1200 

and continued in use to present day, but commonly post-medieval to modern
post-medieval  from c AD 1500 to c 1800                                                                                            
residual something out of its original context, eg a Roman coin in a modern pit
Roman the period from AD 43 to c AD 410
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation

11    Contents of archive
Finds: none retained
Digital record
The report (CAT Report 1707)
CAT written scheme of investigation
Site digital photographs, thumbnails and log
Graphic files
Site data
Survey data

12    Archive deposition
The archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman Circus House, 
Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently deposited with teh 
Archaeology Data Service under reference number ECC4658.
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Tim Betts, Colchester Borough Council
Dr Jess Tipper, Historic England
Essex Historic Environment Record
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