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Summary

An archaeological excavation was carried out on land north of 35-40 Hanover Place, Abbey
Lane, Saffron Walden, Essex in advance of groundworks for the construction of a new dwelling.
Located between the Audley End Estate and a small stream, archaeological evaluation on the
site in 2001 had previously revealed one side of a large post-medieval ditch along with three
postholes, two pits and two gullies/ditches which produced material of 17th/18th century date.

One of the aims of the current project was to excavate a complete section across the width of
the large post-medieval ditch identified in 2001. Excavation at the site has, however, proved
that the ditch is in fact a series of infill layers, ¢ 2m thick, dating from the late 17th to the 18th
centuries. To the west of the projected edge of these infill layers was another possible ditch
feature, however this feature could potentially also be a soil layer within the infill.

Modern pits, postholes and service trenches were the only other features present on the site.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for an archaeological excavation on land north of 35-40 Hanover Place, Abbey
Lane, Saffron Walden, Essex which was carried out from the 25th to 28th May 2021. The work
was commissioned by Tom White of the Audley End Estate in advance of the construction of a
new dwelling, and was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), Historic
Environment Advisor Katie Lee-Smith advised that in order to establish the archaeological
implications of this application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of
archaeological investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework
(MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for archaeological excavation,
detailing the required archaeological work, written by Katie Lee-Smith (ECCPS 2021), and a
written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with
ECCPS (CAT 2021).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England
2016), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This
report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard
and guidance for archaeological excavation (CIfA 2014a), and Standard and guidance for the
collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

Archaeological background

The following archaeological background is based on publications by Petchy (1982) and
Vaughan (2001), and on the Essex Historic Environment Records (EHER 408, 418-423) held at
Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex (accessed via Heritage Gateway, http://
www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The EHER shows that the proposed development lies in an archaeologically sensitive area on
the western side of the historic town of Saffron Walden (EHER 408).

Excavations off Abbey Lane in 1876 revealed a cemetery largely dating from the late Saxon
period along with extensive evidence of domestic occupation (EHER 418). It is therefore likely
that one of the centres of pre-urban settlement in Walden was in the Abbey Lane area with other
centres at Brook Walden (now Audley End) and Little Walden. The centre at Abbey Lane would
have declined after the new town was established around the church in the castle bailey to the
north-east (EHER 418; Vaughan 2001).
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In 1976/7 excavations took place to the north of Abbey Lane (south of the development site) in
advance of the Hanover Place development (EHER 418, 419, 421; Petchy 1982; Vaughan
2001). Settlement activity dated to the 10th-12th centuries included a series of enclosure
boundaries and postholes. The earliest feature, a boundary ditch, was superseded after silting
by a series of palisade trenches. There was little direct evidence of structures, although cob
(mud brick) was found in the upper fills of the boundary ditch. The Saxo-Norman features
probably represent the boundary of a toft within the village, first demarcated by a ditch then by a
series of fences.

Cutting across the Saxo-Norman pattern of palisade trenches was a shallow ditch or palisade
trench interpreted as a phase of re-enclosure after the abandonment of domestic occupation in
favour of the new town around de Mandevilles’ castle (EHER 423; Petchy 1982; Vaughan 2001).
In turn a large north-south aligned ditch cut this feature. This latter ditch was similar in size and
fill to the Battle Ditches section excavated in 1959, with which it is parallel. It has been variously
interpreted as an agricultural field boundary, or as the eastern boundary of Abbey Park which
was laid out with the early 13th century 'magnum fossatum' (Battle Ditches) which it closely
resembles (ibid).

Post-mediaeval features from the 1976/7 excavations comprised three successive ditches (one
a roadside ditch along Abbey Lane), rubbish pits, a brick built drain and flint-filled soakaway of
the mid 19th century (EHER 424). Alongside the medieval and post-medieval remains
prehistoric activity was also identified primarily in the form of struck flints characteristic of the
Mesolithic to late Neolithic (EHER 425-7). Early Iron Age pottery (EHER 420) along with Roman
pottery and ceramic building material (EHER 422) was also recorded.

In 2001 five evaluation trenches were excavated on the development site (Vaughan 2001) (see
Fig 2). The main feature was a large ditch aligned NNW/SSE in Trenches 1, 2, 4 and 5, which
was at least 8m wide (only one side was identified) and 2.2m deep. The backfill contained
artefacts ranging in date from the 15th/16th century to the mid 19th century, with the lowest fills
possibly representing collapsed bank material. The ditch was on a similar alignment to the
13th-century 'magnum fossatum' to the south, but was of a different character and did not
contain any comparable medieval material. The ditch is not indicated on any of the town maps,
and its purpose and origin remain unclear.

Other post-medieval features excavated in 2001 included three postholes, two pits and two
gullies/ditches which produced material of 17th/18th century date. An undated ditch aligned
NNW/SSE was also present. No features pre-dating the post-medieval period were identified
during the evaluation with an overburden of mixed topsoil and building rubble (from the 1970s
development to the south) overlying the natural clay. It was concluded that although the site
clearly lies in the vicinity of Saxo-Norman settlement (see above), the lack of subsoil and earlier
features were probably the result of truncation and disturbance in the post-medieval period.

Aims
Archaeological excavation was carried out on the site to record any archaeological remains due

to be destroyed by the proposed development, and specifically to excavate a full section across
the large ditch identified in 2001.

Results (Figs 3-4)

An area measuring 180 square metres was stripped by a mechanical excavator through layers
of modern topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.35-0.5), occasionally modern rubble in-fill (L2, ¢ 0.1-0.15m thick) and
buried topsaoil (L3, ¢ 0.2m thick) into a thick layer of cover loam (L4). Natural clay (L5) was only
identified at the very base of F7 at a depth of ¢ 2.85m below current ground level. Layers L1
and L2 probably date to the late 1970s and the construction of Hanover Place to the south.

In 2001 the archaeological evaluation revealed what was interpreted as a large ditch aligned
NNWY/SSE that was at least 8m wide and 2.2m deep, and one of the aims of this current project



CAT Report 1684: Archaeological excavation on land north of 35-40 Hanover Place, Abbey Lane, Saffron Walden, Essex —
May 2021

was to excavate a complete section across that ditch. A large slot, over 10.6m long and 3m
wide was, with the approval of the ECCHEA, excavated partially by machine and by hand.
Recorded as F7, it was sealed by L3 and seemingly cut into L4, but the fill of the feature was
highly irregular with varied deposits and no clear edges on either side (see Fig 4). The upper
fills consisted of yellow/brown slightly clayey-silt, the mid fills of light to mid grey silts and grit,
with the mid to lower fills of wet water-logged deposits interspersed with lenses of silt, grit and
gravel with water-worn pebbles throughout. Natural clay was identified in the base of this feature
at a depth of 2m (¢ 46.12m AOD, 2.85m below current ground level).

Finds were recovered from six different depths through the slot: finds numbers 3-4 came from
the upper fills; 5-6 the mid fills; and 7-8 lower fills. An undated piece of iron sheet came from
the lowest fill (finds no.8), but from above it (finds no. 7) were fragments of post-medieval vessel
glass and clay tobacco pipe stems. One of the stems had the initial mark W on the right side of
the foot. Unfortunately the initial mark on the left side of the foot had been damaged, but
maker's marks of this type were not used until ¢ 1670s becoming common by 1700 (Higgins
2017, section 5.4). Dating evidence from the mid fills (finds nos. 5-6) were largely confined to
pottery sherds of Fabric 40 dating from the ¢ 1500 to 19th/20th century but did include sherds
dating from the 17th to the 18th century, as well as one sherd of 19th/20th century date. Finds
from the upper fills (finds no.3-4) appear to date to the 18th to 20th century with some earlier
material mixed amongst it. Dating evidence would therefore suggest that the soils largely date
from the late 17th/18th century, with some infill still occurring in the 19th/20th century.

Excavation has therefore proved that this feature is not a ditch, but appears to be a succession
of post-medieval/modern infill layers which considerably built-up ground level over this part of
the site.

Photgraph 1 Slot through |57, Iboklng southeast

Possible ditch F5 was located immediately to the west of F7 and was aligned NNW to SSE.
Measuring 2.32m wide and 1.05m deep, it had a V-shaped profile and single silty-clay fill, and
had been cut into L4. Producing only fragments of peg-tile along with snail and oyster shell, it
appears to be the same ditch identified in FAU trench 4 of the 2001 evaluation (Vaughan 2001).
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Interestingly, the feature was not present to the south of the excavation area and neither was it
located in FAU trench 3, suggesting that if a ditch it either terminates close to the excavated
section or curves sharply to the west. It is though, perhaps more likely that this feature is simply
a deposit of material within L4, and that both F5 and L4 are infill layers too. Indicating that this
infill material likely covers much, if not all, of the excavation area.

Photgraph 2 Ditch or infill layer F5, looking northwest

Undated postholes F2 and F3 were sealed by L3 and cut into the backfill of F5, they are
presumably of relatively modern date.

Two modern service trenches (F1 and F4) were sealed by L2 and are probably associated with
the 1970s development. Two modern pits cut into the top of F7 were unexcavated.

Finds

Ceramic finds
by Dr Matthew Loughton

The excavation uncovered 81 sherds of pottery and ceramic building material (henceforth CBM)
with a combined weight of 7.9kg and 0.90 vessels according to the rim EVE (Table 1). The
mean sherd weight is high at 98g.

Ceramic material No. Weight (g) MSW (g) Rim EVE
Pottery 42 1,300 31 0.90
CBM 39 6,598 169 -

All 81 7,898 98 0.90

Table 1 Details on the main types of ceramics
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This material was recovered from two features and one layer although most of this material
came from F7 (Table 2).

Context Description No. Weight (g) MSW (g)
F5 Ditch 4 253 63
F7 Land infill 62 6,351 102
L3 Topsoil/Subsoil 15 1,114 74
Total 81 7,898 98

Table 2 Quantities of pottery and CBM by features and layers

Post-Roman pottery

Post-Roman pottery was recorded according to the fabric groups from CAR 7 (Cotter 2000)
while the number of vessels was determined by rim EVE (estimated vessel equivalent) (Table
3). The assemblage consists of 42 sherds with a weight of 1,300g and 0.90 vessels (Table 4)
which was recovered from two features and one layer although most of this material came from
F7 (Table 5).

There is a variety of post-medieval and modern pottery (Table 4), although sherds of post-
medieval red earthenwares (fabric F40) account for the bulk of this material and included a dish
(EVE: 0.09), large bowls or pancheons (EVE: 0.10), a small-medium handled bow! (EVE 0.09)
and a large storage jar (EVE: 0.07). Other notable sherds included a Metropolitan slipware dish
(fabric F40A) with trailed white slip decoration dating to the 17th-18th century, and a
Staffordshire-type slipware press-moulded dish with combed slip decoration (EVE: 0.08) dating
to 1650-1800. There was also a small quantity of 19th-20th century Staffordshire-type white
earthenwares (fabric F48D) including a bowl! (EVE: 0.10).

Medieval pottery is quasi-absent except for three sherds of Colchester-type ware (fabric F21)
from a Cheam copy jug (EVE: 0.29). Finally, a possible sherd of Anglo-Saxon handmade
brickearth pottery (fabric F97) came from the top soil/sub soil L3.

Fabric code Fabric description Fabric date range guide
F21 Colchester-type ware ¢ 1200-1550
F40 Post-medieval red earthenwares ¢ 1500-19th/20th century
F40A Metropolitan slipware 17th-18th century
F42 Border ware 16th-17th century
FA5E Cologne stoneware 16th-17th century
F45M Modern English stoneware 19th-20th century
F46 Netherlands, Anglo-Netherlands and English tin-glazed Mid-16th-18th century
earthenwares
F48D Staffordshire-type white earthenwares 19th-20th century
F50 Staffordshire-type slipware 1650-1800
F51A Late slipped kitchenware 19th-20th century
F97 Saxon ‘brickearth fabrics’ 5th-7th century
Table 3 Post-Roman pottery fabrics recorded.
Fabric Fabric description No. Weight | MSW (g) EVE
Group (9)
F21 Colchester-type ware 3 138 46 0.29
F40 Post-medieval red earthenwares 24 733 31 0.35
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F40A Metropolitan slipware 2 62 31 0.00
F42 Border ware 3 212 71 0.08
FASE Cologne stoneware 1 12 12 0.00
F45M Modern English stoneware 1 42 42 0.00
F46 Netherlands, Anglo-Netherlands and English tin-
glazed earthenwares 1 40 40 0.00
F48D Staffordshire-type white earthenwares 3 1 4 0.10
F50 Staffordshire-type slipware 2 23 12 0.08
F51A Late slipped kitchenware 1 16 16 0.00
Fo7 Saxon ‘brickearth fabrics’ 1 11 11 0.00
Total 42 1,300 31 0.90
Table 4 Details on the post-Roman pottery
Context Description No. Weight (g) | MSW (g) EVE
F7 Infill 40 1,287 32 0.90
L3 Top soil/Sub soil 2 13 7 0.00
Total 42 1,300 31 0.90

Table 5 Quantities of post-Roman pottery by features and layers

Ceramic building material (CBM)

CBM consist of 39 sherds with a weight of just under 6.6kg (Table 6) and most of this material
was recovered from the infill F7 and from topsoil/subsoil L3 (Table 7). Most of the ceramic
building material (CBM) consists of un-frogged brick fragments dating to the 18th-19th century
and sherds of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile (Table 6). One piece of Roman imbrex with a
weight of 202g was also recovered from F7. The only identifiable and dateable CBM from ditch
F5 was two sherds of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile with a weight of 243g.

CBM code ‘ CBM type ‘ No. ‘ Weight (g) ‘ MSW (g)

Roman

RI [ imbrex |1 | 202 | 202

Post-Roman

PT Peg-tile 15 1,096 73

BR Brick 21 5,290 252

Undated

Unidentified CBM 1 4 4

Baked clay 1 6 6
Total 39 6,598 169

Table 6 Building material by period and type

Context Description No. Weight (g) MSW (g)

F5 Ditch 4 253 63

F7 Infill 22 5,244 238

L3 Topsoil/subsoil 13 1,101 85
Total 39 6,598 169

Table 7 Quantities of building material by features and layers
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Conclusion

Table 8 summarizes the dating evidence for the features and layers which produced dateable
ceramic finds. Infill F7 contains a large quantity of post-medieval pottery with 19th-20th century
material from the upper layers. Ditch F5 can only be dated to the medieval/post-medieval
period.

Context Post-Roman CBM Overall date approx.
F5 - PT Medieval/post-medieval
F7 F21 (cheam copy jug), F40 (chafing dish?, dish, RI, PT, BR UN- Post-medieval to

large bowl/pancheon, large storage jar, small- FROGGED 19th-20th century

medium handled bowl), F40A (dish), F42 (large
bowl/pancheon), F45E, F45M, F46, F48D (bowl),
F50 (press-moulded dish), F51A

L3 F97, F48D PT, BR 19th-20th century

Table 8 Approximate dates for the individual features and layers

Miscellaneous finds
by Laura Pooley

Miscellaneous finds from the site included an undated iron sheet, fragments of post-medieval
glass and clay tobacco pipe stem, and pieces of both oyster and snail shell which came from
contexts F5 and F7. The only item which could be closely-dated was a fragment of clay pipe
stem which included an initial mark on one side of the foot (the other side was damaged). Initial
marks of this type were not used until around the 1670s and were very common by 1700
(Higgins 2017, section 5.4).

Context | Finds | Description
no.

F5 1 Snail shell: Five complete and almost complete, 29.8g.
Oyster shell: Fragment, 7.1g

F7 3 Glass: Neck and mouth (with strip rim) of a post-medieval wine bottle, olive green and
covered in thick iridescence, 141.7g.
Clay tobacco pipe: Two fragments of stem, 10.0g, post-medieval.
Oyster shell: Two fragments, 12.6g.

F7 4 Oyster shell: Fragment, 6.2g

F7 7 Glass: Five fragments of post-medieval wine bottle, including a neck/mouth (with strip
rim) and parts of a push-up base, olive green and covered in thick iridescence, 285.0g;
five fragments of window glass, pale green and covered in thick iridescence, 26g.
Clay tobacco pipe: Six fragments of stem, one of which has a W in raised relief on
the right side of the foot (the left side has been damaged), 35.6g. Generally of post-
medieval date, initial marks were not used until around the 1670s and were very
common by 1700.
Oyster shell: Fragments, 15.7g.

F7 8 Iron sheet: Two joining fragments of iron sheet, highly corroded and covered in small
grits, impossible to determine original or broken edges, 114.7mm long, 59.3mm wide
(max.), 7.1mm thick, 68g.

Table 9 Miscellaneous finds listed by context

Animal bone
by Alec Wade

Summary
The excavation produced a small assemblage of 42 pieces of animal bone from three contexts,
F5, F7 and L3. The material was all hand collected and ranged in condition from poor to fair.
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Three species were identified in the assemblage — cattle, sheep or goat (no distinction being
possible due to a lack of diagnostic features) and horse.

Methodology

The assemblage was recorded using a system based upon the rapid method devised by S.J.M.
Davis (Ancient Monuments Laboratory Report 19/92). Briefly, all the bone and teeth fragments
are examined but only a restricted suite of skeletal parts are recorded as a matter of course —
these being chosen because they are relatively easy to identify and represent most regions of
the mammalian body (head, girdles, limbs, and feet). When these parts are present in sufficient
numbers, they can provide the maximum useful information regarding sex, age, butchery
practice and metrical data. These skeletal parts are referred to here as the parts of skeleton
always counted or POSAC for short.

The remaining pieces of bone are referred to as non-countable specimens (NCS) and consist
largely of undiagnostic fragments. Beyond a basic level of quantification (see non-countable
specimens table in appendix) these are generally of no further interest unless these are found
to offer the only evidence for the presence of a species otherwise not represented amongst the
POSACs.

The 'minimum number of individuals' value (MNI) is calculated from the most numerous
skeletal and dental parts with reference to the epiphysial fusion state of any joints efc. It is
calculated from the aggregate totals derived from each main site period or phase and is
presented here as a further means of gauging the relative numerical value of a species within
the recovered material.

Where possible, tooth wear-stage is recorded for sheep/goat, pig and cow mandibles with
present dentition. These are assigned to the eruption and wear-stages of Grant (1982).

Only one sheep/goat mandible was complete enough for a full mandible wear stage (M.W.S)
calculation and a single cattle metatarsal for measurement (both pieces from F7).

The recorded data is presented in tabular form in the appendix of this report.

Results

Eleven POSACs were identified amongst the assemblage, all recovered from F5 and F7. The
most numerous species was cattle (6 POSACs), followed by sheep or goat (3) and horse (2).
Dog gnawing was noted on several pieces indicating a level of residuality within the finds from
the contexts. Three POSACs had either chop marks or had been deliberately broken and further
evidence of butchery was noted amongst the NCS material.

Context |Finds [ Taxon Skeletal part Skeletal part Notes
no. completeness
(%)
F5 1 Ovis/Capra (sheep/goat) |Scapula — Coracoid 55 Dog gnawed
F7 3 Equus caballus (horse) | Tibia (distal) F 35 Single chop mark
F7 5 Bos taurus Mandible 40 Dog gnawed
(domestic cattle)
F7 5 Ovis/Capra (sheep/goat) |[Mandible 80 -
F7 5 Bos taurus Metatarsal (distal) 95 Dog gnawed
(domestic cattle) metaphysis U
F7 6 Bos taurus Metatarsal (distal) F 20 Split or broken
(domestic cattle) deliberately
F7 6 Bos taurus Metatarsal (distal) F 30 Split or broken
(domestic cattle) deliberately
F7 7 Bos taurus Mandible 30 -
(domestic cattle)
F7 7 Bos taurus Metatarsal (distal) F 100 GL 197mm
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(domestic cattle)
F7 7 Ovis/Capra (sheep/goat) |Radius (distal) 40 -
metaphysis U
F7 7 Equus caballus (horse) | Tibia (distal) F 95 GL 355mm

Table 10 Animal bone by context, parts of skeleton always counted or POSAC
The MNI calculation for the assemblage is two cattle and one each for sheep/goat and horse.

Conclusion

The hand collection of material will have favoured the more robust bones of the larger species
and cause the smaller species to be under-represented in the assemblage. The assemblage
represents an unremarkable collection of post-medieval butchery waste including bone from the
main domestic species of cattle, and sheep or goat. Most of the material was recovered from
infill F7 where it was likely to have been dumped waste.

Discussion

Excavation on land north of Hanover Place, Saffron Walden has proved that the feature initially
identified as a ditch in the 2001 evaluation is actually a series of infill layers, approximately 2m
deep, which were laid down in the post-medieval period no earlier than the late 17th century.
Given the evidence, it would also seem likely that both F5 and L4 are layers either within infill F7
or very similar to it, and that this infill is present across the excavation area. The infill layers
appear to have effectively raised ground level between the boundary of the Audley End Estate
to the west and what is now a small stream to the east.

! Hall
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The interpretation of these infill layers requires some thought. It was originally postulated that
the stream bed to the east of the site was originally much wider, incorporating much of the site
which was then raised in the post-medieval period. The subsequent infill could have: 1) been a
deliberate act to reclaim useable land between the Audley End estate and the stream; 2) laid to
mitigate a flood risk; or 3) occurred gradually over time as a result of natural silting and waste
being dumped onto the site from the nearby town. The Chapman and André map of 1777 (Map
1) certainly shows a narrow stream, but it may have been wider earlier in the post-medieval
period. If not a wider stream bed, the relatively flat base of the slot through F7, may indicate
that the site was quarried for sand and gravel extraction which ceased when natural clay layers

s F /X = / \ 74
Map 1 Chapman and André, 1777, site indicated by a blue arrow
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were reached. The subsequent infill could again have been a deliberate act to raise ground
level/backfill the site after quarrying or a more gradual process.

The irregular layers of infill appear to show that the deposits had been churned up, perhaps by
periods of high water and flooding, and the occurrence of a single piece of 19th/20th century
pottery in the mid fill of these layers is probably intrusive. Dating evidence therefore suggests
that the mid to lower infill layers of F7 likely date from the late 17th to the 18th century. The
upper layers in contrast date from the 19th/20th century and comparison of the 1896 (Map 2)
and 1919 (Map 3) OS maps may help explain this. The maps show that between these two
dates the stream was redirected further to the southwest due to the expansion of the sewage
works to the north, and material associated with these groundworks was likely deposited on the
site at the time.

Cemetery _
(Site of) Map 2 1896 OS map, site
= indicated by a blue arrow

‘an 2 2y
WO
i
a® o» : Map 3 1919 OS map, site
® . a® s o B ..— "~ indicated by a blue arrow
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We know from excavations in the 1970s in advance of the Hanover Place development, ¢ 115m
to the south of the development site, that evidence of medieval settlement activity was
discovered (Petchy 1982). No medieval activity was recorded during the current excavation.
However, as approximately 2m of post-medieval soils cover the site, any medieval activity on
the development site is either sealed underneath this material or has been truncated by
quarrying activities.
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Abbreviations and glossary

Anglo-Saxon period from ¢ 500 — 1066

CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

context a single unit of excavation, which is often referred to numerically, and can be

any feature, layer or find.

ECC Essex County Council

ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor

ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services

EHER Essex Historic Environment Record

feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’

layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material

medieval period from AD 1066 to ¢ 1500

modern period from ¢ AD 1800 to the present

natural geological deposit undisturbed by human activity

NGR National Grid Reference

OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS,

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main

post-medieval from ¢ AD 1500 to ¢ 1800

Roman the period from AD 43 to ¢ AD 410

section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s

wsi written scheme of investigation

Contents of archive

Finds: Part of one box

Paper record

One A4 document wallet containing:

The report (CAT Report 1684)

CAT written scheme of investigation
Original site record (section drawings)
Inked section drawings

Site digital photographic thumbnails and log
Digital record

The report (CAT Report 1684)

CAT written scheme of investigation

Site digital photographs, photographic thumbnails and log
Graphics

Site data

Survey data

Archive deposition

The archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman Circus House,
Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently deposited with
Saffron Walden Museum under accession code SAFWM: 2021.26.
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CAT Report 1684: Archaeological excavation on land north of 35-40 Hanover Place, Abbey Lane, Saffron Walden, Essex —

Mid to lower fill — wet waterlogged lenses of silts, grits,
small gravels.

May 2021
Appendix 1 Context lists
Context |Finds |Context type Soil description Date
no.
L1 - Topsaoil Soft moist dark grey/brown sandy silty loam clay with Modern
charcoal flecks, oyster flecks, brick flecks, tile flecks
L2 - Build up Loose firm dry medium/dark grey/brown/black sandy Modern
loam with charcoal flecks, oyster flecks, brick flecks,
tile flecks
L3 2 Buried topsoil | Soil description not recorded Modern
L4 - Cover loam or | Soil description not recorded Undated or
infill layer post-medieval
L5 - Natural Firm/hard wet medium orange/brown clay Post-glacial
F1 - Service trench | Not excavated Modern
F2 - Posthole Soft dry medium grey/brown silt Modern
F3 - Posthole Soft medium/dark grey/brown silt Modern
F4 - Service trench | Not excavated Modern
F5 1 Ditch or infill Friable dry medium/dark grey/brown silty clay with Post-medieval/
layer daub flecks, brick flecks and inclusions of: tile/brick modern
15%
F6 - Two pits Not excavated Modern
F7 3,4,5, |Infil Upper fill — yellow brown slightly clayey silt. Post-medieval to
6,7,8 Mid fill — light to mid grey silts and grits. modern
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Appendix 2 Pottery list

IDate

19th-20th

16th-17th

19th-20th

RANGE GLAZE INT.

lc.1500-19th/20th

lc.1200-1550

16th-17th

Ic.1500-19th/20th

OMBED DEC

1650-1800

. 5[5
g T e s (£ |8
; L RERE

ICxt [Feature type = [NR |GR. MSW |& = | |2 (& [&

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 42 42

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 12| 12 X

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 9 4.5

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 74 74

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 138 46

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 94 94

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 20| 20| X

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 11] 11

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 40] 40|

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 62| 31

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 611 31

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 16 16

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 12| 12

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 118 59

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 15 15[ X

[E7 IDITCH/STREAM 13 13[ X

IL3 |[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL p 2| X

IL3

[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL

11

11

% ] -]
g o ; g ; %
Z TEE|2|2(21815
& 1= |5 [ |= |8 |8 |& |< [Typology
F4sM
F45E
F48D [BOWL
F40  |CHAFING DISH?
F21 __|CHEAM COPY JUG
F42  [LARGE BOWL/PANCHEON
F40
F50_ [PRESS-MOULDED DISH
F46
F40A |DISH
F40  [LARGE BOWL/PANCHEON
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F40 _ |pIsH
F40  |[LARGE STORAGE JAR
F51A
Fs0
F42
F40
F40
F48D
Fo7

Mid-16th-18th

RAILED SLIP DED

17th-18th
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lc.1500-19th/20th

lc.1500-19th/20th

lc.1500-19th/20th

19th-20th

1650-1800

? BROWN GLAZE INT.

16th-17th

lc.1500-19th/20th
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Appendix 3 CBM list

braded

IWall PI. Col.
Modif.

LCA
LCAL.
UCA
UCA L.
[Stamp
icm2
Mortar

Date

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

>

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

IORANGE SANDY 18th-19th
IOFF WHITE 18th-19th
IORANGE SANDY 18th-19th

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

JORANGE, ROUGH SANDY

18th-19th

15 MM DIAM.

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

IROMAN

IWHITE MORTAR, ORANGE

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

IYELLOW, SANDY (FLOOR BR?)

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

10 MM DIAM.
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ICxt |Feature type ic GR. [MSW |3 [Typology
IF5 |IDITCH 1] 243] 122 X [PT
IF5 _|DITCH 6 6] X [Baked clay
IF5 |IDITCH 4 4| X |Unid CBM
[F7 __IDITCH/STREAM 246 246| X |PT
[F7 _IDITCH/STREAM 1454 1454) X [BR
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 584 584| X |BR
[F7 _IDITCH/STREAM 20 200] X |BR
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 33 33| X |PT
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 999 999| X [BR
[F7 _IDITCH/STREAM 256 128 X [PT
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 211 106] X [BR
[F7 __IDITCH/STREAM 202 202| X |RI
[F7 _IDITCH/STREAM 428 214| X |BR
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 340 340| X |BR
[F7 _IDITCH/STREAM 43 22| X |PT
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 198| 39.6] X [PT
IF7 _IDITCH/STREAM 50| 50[ X [BR
IL3 _[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL 77 39 IPT
IL3 _[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL 130 33| IBR
IL3__[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL 352 352] IBR
IL3 _[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL 507] 101 IBR
IL3 _[TOP SOIL/SUB SOIL 35] 35] IBR

IBUFF

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

ICREAM, DENSE

IMEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL




Appendix 4 Animal bone

NCS (non-countable speciments)

Context | Finds |Taxon NCS species |Comments
no. total

F5 1 Bos taurus (domestic cattle) 6 Femur (proximal fused), upper molars/premolars
and a pelvic fragment.

F5 1 Ovis/Capra (sheep/goat) 1 Metatarsal, proximal fused.

F5 1 Large mammal 6 Skull and vertebrae fragments.

F5 1 Medium mammal 2 Mandible fragments.

F7 3 Large mammal 1

F7 4 Bos taurus (domestic cattle) 2 Horn core and a tibia diaphysis fragment (dog
gnawed and chopped).

F7 5 Bos taurus (domestic cattle) 1 Tibia with unfused proximal metaphysis.

F7 6 Large mammal 4 Tibia and femur fragments. Probably cattle?

F7 7 Large mammal 1

F7 7 Equus caballus (horse) 1 Proximal radius fragment (fused).

F7 7 Bos taurus (domestic cattle) 3 Upper molar, metacarpal, and skull fragments
(occipital condyles).

F7 7 Ovis/Capra (sheep/goat) 2 Mandible and metacarpal fragments.

L3 2 Medium mammal Vertebrae fragment.

The large and medium mammal categories include bone fragments that were not closely identifiable to
species level. Large mammal includes cattle, horse, and possibly larger deer species. Medium mammal is
likely to be sheep/goat but could also include smaller deer species.

Measurement data
Bos taurus (domestic cattle) metatarsal

= o
x c TH £ -
() o £ o 35
- » - (] -~ o - ) < S ©
5 T o 7 - & e © 2 © w 2 a | =
© i
F7 |7 197 |21.8 (444 |493a (241a (21.1a |278a 246a |221 |19a |27.1 [24.9
a = Surface of bone abraded where measurement taken.
M.W.S data
Context | Finds no. | Skeletal part Taxon M1 M2 M3 M.W. S
F7 5 Mandible Ovis/Capra (sheep/goat) m g g 41
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