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Summary

An archaeological investigation took place at Alresford Hall, Ford Lane, Alresford, Essex
following a retrospective planning application for the construction of a swimming pool. Alresford
Hall is an early 18th-century Grade Il listed building and the swimming pool was located within
one of the mid 19th-century walled gardens. Spoil from the swimming pool was investigated for
finds retrieval and contained material of later post-medieval/modern date, likely from activities
within the walled garden and wider estate. There was no evidence within the spoil that any
earlier archaeological remains had been truncated when the pool was built.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for an archaeological investigation at Arlesford Hall, Ford Lane, Alresford,
Essex which was carried out on 1st and 2nd June 2021. The work was commissioned by Dawn
Mercer of Rural Solutions on behalf of WSM Farming, and was undertaken by Colchester
Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In October 2020 an application was made to Tendring District Council (20/01523) for
retrospective planning permission and listed building consent for a swimming pool in the walled
gardens to the south of Alresford Hall. The hall is a Grade Il Listed Building (NHLE 1111422)
and the walls enclosing the garden are also listed at Grade Il (NHLE 1168865).

As the swimming pool had already been constructed Teresa O'Connor, the Historic Environment
Advisor for Essex County Council Place Services, advised that the spoil from the site should be
investigated for archaeological material to determine if any significant archaeological contexts
had been truncated during the groundworks.

All fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with Management of Research Projects in
the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England 2015), and with Standards for field
archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and
practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014a).

Archaeological background

The following archaeological includes extracts of the ECC brief and the Essex Historic
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex
(accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

Alresford Hall is a Grade Il listed building (NHLE 1111422) 1.4km to the southeast of the village
of Alresford. To the south of the hall are two rectangular walled gardens, with the walls of those
gardens also listed at Grade Il (NHLE 1168865). The swimming pool is located within the
eastern walled garden, to the south of a single-storey brick outbuilding. The hall dates to the
early 18th century but may have replaced an earlier structure, and the walled gardens were laid
out sometime in the mid 19th-century as they do not appear on the Parish of Arlesford Tithe
Map of 1839 but are on the 1874 OS map (Grahame 2020, 30-31). The historic background of
the hall has been fully discussed in a Heritage Impact Assessment submitted with the current
planning application (Grahame 2020).

Cropmarks in a field immediately to the east and southeast of the site included ring ditches,
linear features and a trackway (EHER 2592). Evaluation on the field in 2020 located a number
of the cropmarks though finds dating evidence was rare. One large ring-ditch produced sherds
of early Neolithic and early Roman pottery, a rectilinear enclosure contained an isolated sherd of
Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age pottery, and the trackway revealed a sparse distribution of
Late Iron Age to early Roman pottery (Monahan & Higgs 2020).
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Aim
The aim of the investigation was to search the spoil heap for finds to determine if any significant
archaeological remains had been truncated by the construction of the swimming pool

Results

The swimming pool is located within the eastern walled garden and measured 12m long by 6m
wide and 1.7m deep (Fig 2). Spoil from the excavation of the pool had been retained on site, to
the east of the walled garden, and a mechanical excavator was employed to spread the heap
out over a wider area to assist with the search. The spoil was then dug through by hand by two
CAT archaeologists for finds retrieval. A metal-detector was also used.
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Finds

Pottery and building material
by Dr Matthew Loughton

Four sherds of pottery and six pieces of building material were recovered from the spoil heap.
The pottery dates to the 20th century and included sherds from two stamped flower pots (fabric
51B) and a Staffordshire-type white earthenware (fabric F48D) bowl. The building material
included two complete stamped (S[- - - |P?) soft red bricks, with dimensions of 230 mm x 110
mm x 68 mm, which date to the 19th to 20th century. There was also sherd of pan-tile dating

from the 17th century onwards, a piece of Roman imbrex, a piece of roofing slate, and a lump of
modern mortar.

Ceramic material No. Weight (g) MSW (g) Rim EVE
Pottery 4 113 29 0.32
Building material 6 5,877 980 -

Total 10 5,990 599 0.32

Table 1 The pottery and building material
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6.2 Animal bone
by Alec Wade

Ten pieces of unstratified animal bone were recovered weighing a total of 830g. Two species
were identified, horse and cattle. The horse bone was in visibly better condition than the cattle
bone and could be assumed to have originated from a different context. Itis also very likely that
the pieces represent the remains of a single mature animal.

Species | No. of | Weight Comments
pieces (9)

Cattle 1 58 Metacarpal, almost complete but missing distal end.

Horse 4 548 Complete second phalange, distal metapodial fragment, (fused
epiphysis), distal tibia fragment (fused epiphysis with oblique/transverse
chop marks) and a complete incisor (upper third incisor) from a mature
animal (15 — 20 years +).

Large 5 224 One pelvic fragment, 3 pieces of rib and an unidentified fragment.

mammal Large mammal could potentially be either cattle, horse, or larger species of deer.

total 10 830

Table 2 The animal bone

6.3 Ironwork
Several pieces of post-medieval/modern ironwork were found in the spoil heap with a metal-
detector. These items were photographed (see below) and left on site.
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Conclusion

Finds recovered from the spoil heap were largely of later post-medieval/modern date and most
were probably associated with activities within the walled garden and wider estate. Itis
impossible to determine if this material was located within soil layers or if significant contexts
associated with the hall and/or walled garden had been destroyed by the excavation of the
swimming pool. There was however, no evidence amongst the finds that any significant earlier
archaeological remains had been truncated.
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Fig 1 Site location.



Western
walled garden

Y]
2
3
3
2
—%
o

Eastern
walled garden

spoil
heap

Fig 2 Plan showing location of swimming pool and spoil heap
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