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Summary

An excavation was carried out on land northwest of Springwood, Rectory Lane, Latchingdon,
Essex in advance of the construction of a residential development. Located close to the
Snoreham Hall complex, site of a now-demolished church and deserted medieval village, and a
possible medieval moated site, evaluation in January 2021 revealed considerable remains
dating to the medieval period.

Excavation revealed a series of medieval ditches and pits probably located on the periphery of
a settlement. The finds assemblage was relatively small and fragmentary but did include a
range of medieval and post-medieval pottery along with small amounts of ceramic building
material, animal bone and evidence for blacksmithing activities. Dating evidence ranged from
the later 12th into the 16th century, indicating that at least some activity into the early post-
medieval period.

2  Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the report for an archaeological excavation carried out Colchester Archaeological Trust
(CAT) on land northwest of Springwood, Rectory Lane, Latchingdon, Essex from 7th to 12th
April 2021. The work was commissioned by Pete Wells of Woodhill Estates in advance of the
construction of a residential development consisting of five detached dwellings with associated
parking, groundworks and access.

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), Historic
Environment Advisor Maria Medlycott advised that in order to establish the archaeological
implications of this application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of
archaeological investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework
(MHCLG 2019). Consequently a programme of archaeological trial-trenching was undertaken in
January 2021 (CAT Report 1633). Based on the results of this evaluation, ECCPS identified the
need for archaeological mitigation in the form of a programme of open area excavation within
the footprints of the proposed new dwellings, where evidence for significant medieval activity
was discovered.

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with the original evaluation brief (Brief for
archaeological trial trenching) written by Maria Medlycott (ECCPS 2021), and a written scheme
of investigation (WSI) for this subsequent phase of excavation (CAT 2021), prepared in
response to consultation with ECCPS and agreed with them in advance of work commencing.

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England
2016), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This
report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard
and guidance for archaeological excavation (CIfA 2014a), and Standard and guidance for the
collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

Archaeological background

The following archaeological includes extracts of the ECC brief and the Essex Historic
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex
(accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The proposed development site lies in the southern half of the historic village of Latchingdon. It
is located approximately 500m northeast of the Snoreham Hall complex (EHER 13596), the site
of the now-demolished St Peter's Church and an associated deserted medieval village, and also
of the Grade Il listed timber-framed Snoreham Hall Farmhouse, built ¢ 1570 (NHLE 1110875;
EHER 38521). A possible medieval moated site is located ¢ 350m to the east, at Red Lyons
Farm (EHER 7946). It consists of a wide, irregular moat dotted with a small island.
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Historical cartography indicates that Burnham Road, to the north, originated as a linear green
with settlement gradually developing along its edges during the post-medieval period.
Excavations in similar locations across Essex have established that such locations are also
favoured for medieval settlement.

An archaeological evaluation of six trial-trenches was carried out at the site in January 2021
(CAT Report 1633). Nineteen features — eleven pits, six ditches and two postholes — were
excavated. The predominating remains were a series of pits and ditches dating to the medieval
period, indicating that this was a site of domestic and agricultural activity during these years,
possibly related to the settlement at Snoreham Hall. A medieval or post-medieval pit, a post-
medieval pit, and a large modern quarry pit were also uncovered. A plan of the evaluation
trenches can be found on Fig 2.

4 Aims

Archaeological excavation was carried out on this site to record all archaeological remains due
to be destroyed by the proposed development.

5 Results (Figs 2-7)
All feature, layer and finds numbers used during the current excavation follow on from numbers
assigned during the evaluation stage of this investigation (CAT Report 1633). All of the features
identified during the evaluation were present within the excavation areas, with additional
sections excavated only where necessary.

Five excavation areas (plots 1-5) were located within the footprints of each of the five proposed
new dwellings, totalling an area 632m?. Each area was machine excavated under the
supervision of a CAT archaeologist, and stripped through modern topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.14-0.29m) and
subsoil (L2, ¢ 0.19-0.25m thick) onto natural (L3, encountered at a depth of 0.36-0.54m below
current ground level). All features were cut into L3 and sealed by L2.

Medieval/early post-medieval

Most of the features on the development site produced material dating from the medieval period
into the early post-medieval period, ranging from the 11th through to the 16th centuries. These

remains were found across the site but were particularly concentrated in Plots 2, 3 and 4.

It is likely that the focus for activity centred around the 12th to the 15th century, with many of the
ditches probably not completely backfilled until the 16th century.

As the excavation areas were limited in size and did not join, it is difficult to trace the precise
route of some of the ditches. However, from east to west in Plots 1 and 2, features F56, F14,
F19 and F50 are likely to be part of the same irregular ditch alignment. Ranging from 0.84-
1.05m wide by 0.24-0.33m deep, three of the four produced pottery sherds dating from the 13th
into the 16th century.

Further to the west in Plot 3, were a ditch and gully both aligned east-north-east to west-south-
west. Ditch F44 was a fairly shallow U-shaped feature 1m wide by 0.19m deep. To the south
was gully F16, 0.47m wide by 0.09m deep, which was excavated during the evaluation phase.
Seemingly associated with ditch F44 was Y-shaped ditch F12/F15/F48, which appeared to
terminate at the junction with F44. Aligned north/south ditch F48 was1.6m wide by 0.26m deep,
and branched off in the centre of the plot to the north-north-west to become ditch F12 (0.56m
wide by 0.1m deep) and to the north-north-east as ditch F15 (0.73m wide and 0.13m deep). It is
unclear if F12 and F15 were contemporary with one another or if they represented separate re-
cuts of F48. Like the ditches in Plots 1 and 2, pottery sherds from these features dated from the
late 12th/13th into the 16th century, with some peg-tile and a fragment of medieval/post-
medieval brick also recovered.
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Photograph 1 Plot 2, terminus of ditch F19, looking north-north-east

Photograph 2 Plot 3, ditch F48, looking north
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A similar alignment of ditches to that in Plot 3 was also recorded in Plot 4, with one ditch aligned
roughly north/south and another east/west. North/south ditch F22 was 0.58m wide and 0.16m
deep and appeared to cut east/west ditch F8 which was 0.72m wide by 0.14m deep. Ditch F8
produced pottery sherds dating from ¢ 1000-1375/1400 AD and ditch F22 from 1200-1550 AD.
A complete iron hot chisel from F22 is a good indication of blacksmithing activities in the vicinity
of the site, with fragments of possible whetstones also recovered from medieval pits F45 and
F51.

At least 20 pits of various sizes and shapes also produced material of medieval/early post-
medieval date. The smallest F3 measured ¢ 0.66m in diameter by 0.2m deep, with the largest
by far being F49 measuring over 5.6m by 2.8m and 0.47m deep. Five of the pits (F2, F3, F5,
F21 and F43) produced pottery dating from the 11th to the early 13th century, six contained
pottery dating from the mid/late 12th to 14th century (F18, F35, F38, F45, F46 and F57), and six
more (F13, F17, F32, F49, F51, F55) produced medieval pottery and/or peg-tile, indicating that
they cannot have been backfilled before the 14th century, the date at which peg-tile becomes
common in Essex. In addition, pit F47 produced pottery and peg-tile indicating a date range
from the 14th to the mid 16th century. Three further pits (F33, F42 and F52) contained sherds
of post-medieval red earthenware which typically range in date from 1500 to the 19th/20th
century, but are probably associated with the early post-medieval activity on/near to the
development site.

Photograph 3 Plot 4, medieval/post-medieval pits F32 and F33 in foreround with
modern pits F31 and F34 in background, looking northwest

Later post-medieval/modern
A single pit, F27 (0.68m long, 0.58m wide and 0.19m deep), produced brick of 18th to 19th
century date.

Six pits produced material of 19th/20th century date (F4, F6, F20, F25, F53 and F54), with
modern detritus observed on the surfaces of another five pits (F1, F7, F30, F31 and F34) which
were not excavated. Of various size and shape the pits were largely concentrated in the
western half of the development site. Where excavated, none of the pits were deep (ranging
from 0.11-0.32m) although some, like pit F4 in Plot 1, were large and presumably of agricultural
origin. The only modern feature identified to the east was a service trench in Plot 1.
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Undated

Three pits (F24, F26 and F28) and six postholes (F29, F36, F37, F39, F40, F41) were undated.
Five of the postholes (F36, F37, F39, F40 and F41) were clustered together in Plot 2. These
features were 0.13-0.32m in diameter and 0.07-0.14m deep, and three were aligned in a
straight line indicating a possible posted structure.

Photograph 4 Plot 5, ter post-medieval pit F27 to left, undated pit F28 and
posthole F19 in centre, looking southeast

Photograph 5 Plot 2, undated postholes F36 and F27 in foreground with undated
postholes F39-F41 in back left-hand corner, plus medieval pits F35 and F28, looking west
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6.1

Finds (Fig 6)

Ceramic finds
by Dr Matthew Loughton

The excavation uncovered 332 sherds of pottery and ceramic building material (henceforth
CBM) with a weight of 5,826g and 1.74 vessels according to the rim EVE (Table 1). The mean
sherd weight is 18g.

Ceramic material No. Weight (g) | MSW (g) Rim EVE

Pottery 284 3,230 1 1.74

CBM 48 2,596 54 -
Total 332 5,826 18 1.74

Table 1 Details on the main types of ceramics and pottery

This material was recovered from 33 features (Table 2). The largest assemblage is the 45
sherds with a weight of 6379 from pit F54, followed by ditch F44 with 36 sherds with a weight of
2964, and pit F52 with 26 sherds with a weight of 267g (Table 2). Other notable assemblages
included pit/post hole F27 with seven sherds but with a weight of 1,153g and pit F6 with 25
sherds with a weight of 720g (Table 2).

Context Description No. Weight (g) MSW (g)
F2 Pit 1 10 10
F6 Pit 25 720 29
F8 Ditch 7 68 10
F13 Pit 9 240 27
F14 Ditch 6 38 6
F15 Ditch 14 228 16
F18 Pit 21 219 10
F19 Ditch 17 123 7
F20 Pit 12 244 20
F21 Pit 4 42 11
F22 Ditch 6 52 9
F23 Pit 6 332 55
F25 Pit 2 15 8
F27 Pit/posthole 7 1,153 165
F32 Pit 3 78 26
F33 Pit 2 15 8
F35 Pit 2 6 3
F38 Pit 1 1 1
F42 Pit 2 2 1
F43 Pit 1 13 13
F44 Ditch 36 296 8
F45 Pit 10 158 16
F46 Pit 16 137 9
F47 Pit 4 48 12
F48 Ditch 5 45 9
F49 Pit 9 122 14
F50 Ditch 2 18 9
F51 Pit 4 27 7
F52 Pit 26 267 10
F53 Pit 22 452 21




CAT Report 1668: Archaeological excavation on land northwest of Springwood, Rectory Lane, Latchingdon, Essex — April 2021

F54 Pit 45 637 14
F55 Pit 2 8 4
F57 Ditch 3 12 4

Total 332 5,826 18

Table 2 Quantities of pottery and CBM by feature

Medieval, post-medieval and modern pottery

Post-Roman pottery was recorded according to the fabric groups from CAR 7 (2000) while the
number of vessels was determined by rim EVE (estimated vessel equivalent) (Table 3). There
were 284 sherds of post-Roman pottery with a weight of 3.2kg and 1.74 vessels (Table 4). This
material was recovered from 32 features and the largest assemblage is the 41 sherds with a
weight of 550g and EVE of 0.10 from pit F54, followed by ditch F44 with 32 sherds with a weight
of 233g and EVE of 0.18 (Table 5). Other important assemblage of post-Roman pottery were
recovered from pit F6 (25 sherds at 720g, EVE 0.30) and pit F18 (21 sherds at 219g, EVE 0.08)

(Table 5).

Fabric code |Fabric description Fabric date range guide

F13 Early medieval sandy wares 11th-early 13th century

F13T Early medieval sandy wares transitional Early 12th-early 13th century

F20 Medieval sandy greywares ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400

F21 Colchester-type ware ¢ 1200-1550

F22 Hedingham ware ¢ 1140-1325/1350

F35 Mill Green ware ¢ 1240-1270-1350/1400

F40 Post-medieval red earthenwares ¢ 1500-19th/20th century

F45M Modern English stoneware 19th-20th century

F48D Staffordshire-type white earthenwares 19th-20th century

F98 Miscellaneous, unidentified medieval & post- 11th-18th century
medieval wares, probably English

Table 3 Post-Roman pottery fabrics recorded

Fabric |Fabric description No. | Weight (g) | MSW (g)| EVE
Group
F13 Early medieval sandy wares 89 805 9 0.28
F13T |Early medieval sandy wares transitional 14 163 12 0.23
F20 Medieval sandy greywares 98 778 8 0.69
F21 Colchester-type ware 25 344 14 0.17
F22 Hedingham ware 9 154 17 0.02
F35 Mill Green ware 2 11 6 0.00
F40 Post-medieval red earthenwares 13 156 12 0.05
F45M |Modern English stoneware 3 30 10 0.00
F48D |Staffordshire-type white earthenwares 30 784 26 0.30
F98 Miscellaneous, unidentified medieval & post- 1 5 5 0.00
medieval wares, probably English

Total| 284 3,230 1" 1.74
Table 4 Details on the post-Roman pottery
Context Description No. Weight (g) MSW (g) EVE
F2 Pit 1 10 10 0.04
F6 Pit 25 720 29 0.30
F8 Ditch 7 68 10 0.00
F13 Pit 5 132 26 0.02
F14 Ditch 5 36 7 0.04
F15 Ditch 12 144 12 0.07
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F18 Pit 21 219 10 0.08
F19 Ditch 14 114 8 0.08
F20 Pit 9 39 4 0.00
F21 Pit 4 42 11 0.03
F22 Ditch 5 43 9 0.00
F23 Pit 5 74 15 0.00
F25 Pit 2 15 8 0.00
F32 Pit 1 13 13 0.05
F33 Pit 2 15 8 0.05
F35 Pit 2 6 3 0.08
F38 Pit 1 1 1 0.00
F42 Pit 2 2 1 0.00
F43 Pit 1 13 13 0.00
F44 Ditch 32 233 7 0.18
F45 Pit 9 78 9 0.00
F46 Pit 16 137 9 0.11
F47 Pit 1 1 1 0.00
F48 Ditch 3 7 2 0.00
F49 Pit 7 52 7 0.13
F50 Ditch 2 18 9 0.00
F51 Pit 3 5 2 0.00
F52 Pit 23 224 10 0.38
F53 Pit 19 201 11 0.00
F54 Pit 41 550 13 0.10
F55 Pit 1 6 6 0.00
F57 Ditch 3 12 4 0.00
Total 284 3,230 1" 1.74
Table 5 Quantities of post-Roman pottery by features
Fabric Group [Vessel form EVE
F13 All 0.28
? 0.08
Bowl 0.08
Cooking pot Ada plain ext bevel 0.04
Cooking pot H1 flanged & upright neck 0.08
F13T All 0.23
Cooking pot H1 flanged & upright neck 0.05
Cooking pot H1 square rim with short neck 0.05
Jug 0.13
F20 All 0.69
Cooking pot H1 flanged & upright neck 0.12
Cooking pot H1 square rim with short neck 0.11
Cooking pot H3 blocked neckless rim 0.33
Squat jug inturned rim 0.13
F21 All 0.17
Cooking pot lid-seated 0.08
Squat jug/jug-shaped cistern 0.09
F22 All 0.02
Bowl 0.02
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F40 All 0.05
Dish 0.05

F48D All 0.30
Bowl 0.30

Total 1.74

Table 6 Post-Roman pottery quantification via vessel form

Four medieval pottery fabrics, F13 (early medieval sandy wares), F13T (early medieval sandy
wares transitional), F20 (medieval sandy greywares), and F21 (Colchester-type ware), account
for the majority of the post-Roman pottery (Table 4). Cooking pots with flanged and upright
necks (H1) in fabrics F13 (early medieval sandy wares), F13T (early medieval sandy wares
transitional) and F20 (medieval sandy greywares) dating to 1150/1175-1225 (CAR 7, 50 fig. 27)
account around a quarter of the EVE (Table 6) and were recovered from ditch F15, pit F18, ditch
F44, pit F46, and pit F54. Ditch F14, ditch F19, and pit F52 contained examples of cooking pots
in medieval sandy greywares (fabric 20) with blocked neckless rims (H3) which at Colchester
appeared by ¢ 1250/1275 and remained in used until ¢ 1375/1400 (CAR 7, 94, 107 fig. 68). In
contrast, earlier medieval cooking pots are quasi-absent except for one vessel with a plain
external bevel (A4a) (Table 6) from pit F2, which dates from AD 1025/1050 onwards (ibid, 50 fig.
27).

There is also a small quantity of Hedingham ware (fabric 22) pottery (Table 4), dating to ¢ 1140-
1325/1350 (ibid, 83-90), including a large bowl (EVE: 0.02) and a body sherd from a jug. Small
quantities of Hedingham ware pottery was recovered from five contexts: pit F13, ditch F19, ditch
F22, ditch F44 and ditch F48.

Rare sherds of Mill Green ware (fabric 35), dating to ¢ 1200/1250-1350/1400 (ibid, 182) was
recovered from ditch F19 and pit F52. There was a modest-sized assemblage of Colchester-
type ware (fabric 21) dating to ¢ 1200-1550 with 25 sherds with a weight of 344g (Table 4) and
most of this material came from pit F52, pit F53, and pit F54. The EVE at 0.17 only accounts for
10% of the total EVE with only two vessels (Table 6) both of which came from the pit F52: a
cooking pot with lid-seated rim dating to ¢ 1350/1400-1550 and a squat jug or jug-shaped
cistern. There was also a thumbed base from a baluster jug which came from pit F54. To
summarise, the bulk of the medieval pottery dates from the later 12th to the 15th century.

Post-medieval and modern pottery is relatively uncommon (Table 4). Post-medieval red
earthenwares are represented by only 13 sherds with a weight of 156g and EVE of 0.05 (fabric
40) (Table 4). This material was recovered from eight contexts although a significant proportion
came from pit F53. The only vessel form was a dish (EVE: 0.05) which came from pit F33.
Although there were 30 sherds of 19th-20th century Staffordshire-type white earthenwares
(fabric 48D) with a weight of 784g, this material came from just three features, pits F6, F23 and
F25.

Ceramic building material (CBM)

The CBM assemblage consists of 48 sherds with a weight of 2,596¢, giving a mean sherd
weight of 54g (Table 7). Small quantities of CBM were recovered from 19 features and the
largest assemblage is the seven sherds with a weight of 1,153g from pit/posthole F27 (Table 8).
Most of the CBM is accounted for by sherds of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile and post-
medieval/modern brick.

Small quantities of peg-tile was recovered from 14 features (F13, F19, F27, F32, F44, F47, F48,
F49, F51, F52, F53, F54, F55). Brick fragments were recovered from five features (F15, F20,
F23, F27, F53) and the only diagnostic piece was a large fragment of unfrogged brick with
dimensions of ? mm x 105 mm x 65 mm, which came from pit/posthole F27. There was also a
brick with an unusual, mottled fabric with white nodules, which came from pit F53. Rare sherds
of Roman CBM were also recovered from ditch F15 and pit F45.
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CBM code CBM type ‘ No ‘ Weight (g) ‘ MSW (g)
Roman
RB Roman brick 1 80 80
RBT Roman brick or tile (general) 1 39 39
Post-Roman
BR Brick 10 1,762 176
PT Peg-tile 29 660 23
Undated
Baked clay 6 46 8
Daub 1 9 9
Total| 48 2,596 54

Table 7 Building material by period and type
Context Description No. Weight (g) MSW (g)
F13 Pit 4 108 27
F14 Ditch 1 2 2
F15 Ditch 2 84 42
F19 Ditch 3 9 3
F20 Pit 3 205 68
F22 Ditch 1 9 9
F23 Pit 1 258 258
F27 Pit/posthole 7 1,153 165
F32 Pit 2 65 33
F44 Ditch 4 63 16
F45 Pit 1 80 80
F47 Pit 3 47 16
F48 Ditch 2 38 19
F49 Pit 2 70 35
F51 Pit 1 22 22
F52 Pit 3 43 14
F53 Pit 3 251 84
F54 Pit 4 87 22
F55 Pit 1 2 2

Total 48 2,596 54

Table 8 Quantities of CBM by feature

Finally, small quantities of baked clay, including at least one piece of daub, were recovered from

ditch F14, ditch F19, pit F20, ditch F22 and pit F53.

Conclusion

Table 9 summarizes the dating evidence for the features which produced dateable ceramic
finds. The majority of features date to the medieval and early post-medieval periods, ranging
from the later 12th probably to the 16th century, while it is possible that pit F2 could be slightly
earlier. Finally, there are a small number of modern features.

Context |Post-Roman pottery CcBM Overall date approx.

F2 F13 (cooking pot Ada) - ¢ 1025/1050-1225

F6 F48D (bowl) - 19th-20th century

F8 F13, F20 - ¢ 1000-1375/1400

F13 F13, F20, F22 (bowl, jug) PT Pottery: ¢ 1140-1325/1350

10
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Context |Post-Roman pottery cBM Overall date approx.
Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F14 F13, F20 (cooking pot H3), F40 - Pottery: ¢ 1250/1275-c 1600
F15 F13, F20 (cooking pot H1) RBT, BR Pottery: ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
CBM: medieval/post-medieval
F18 F13 (cooking pot H1), F20 - ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
F19 F13, F20 (cooking pot H3), F22, PT Pottery: ¢ 1250/1275-c 1600
F35, F40 Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F20 F13, F20, F40 BR 19th-20th century
F21 F13 (bowl) - ¢ 1000-1225
F22 F13, F21, F22 - ¢ 1200-1550
F23 F45M, F48D BR 19th-20th century
F25 F45M, F48D - 19th-20th century
F27 - PT, BR (unfrogged) | 18th-19th century
F32 F13 (bowl) PT 14th-century onwards
F33 F13, F40 (dish) - ¢ 1500-19th/20th century
F35 F13, F20 - ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
F38 F20 - ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
F42 F20, F40 - ¢ 1500-19th/20th century
F43 F13 - ¢ 1000-1225
F44 F13, F13T (jug), F20 (cooking pot PT Pottery: ¢ 1200-1550
H1), F21, F22 Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F45 F13, F20 RB ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
F46 F13, F20 (cooking pot H1) - ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
Fa7 F21 PT Pottery: ¢ 1200-1550
Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F48 F20, F22 PT Pottery: ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F49 F13T, F20 (squat jug inturned rim) | PT Pottery: ¢ 1250/1275-1350
Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F50 F20, F21 - ¢ 1200-1550
F51 F20 PT Pottery: ¢ 1150/1175-1375/1400
Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F52 F13, F20 (cooking pot H3), F21 PT Pottery: ¢ 1350/1400-c¢ 1600
(cooking pot lid-seated, squat Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
jugl/jug-shaped cistern), F35, F40
F53 F13T, F20, F21, F40 (cistern) PT, BR 19th-20th century
F54 F13, F13T (cooking pot H1), F20, PT 19th/20th century
F21 (baluster jug), F40, F45M, F98
F55 F13 PT Pottery: ¢ 1000-1225
Peg-tile: 14th century onwards
F57 F20, F13 - ¢ 1000-1375/1400

Table 9 Approximate dates for the individual features

11
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6.2

6.3

Small finds (Fig 8)
by Laura Pooley

Four small finds were recovered during the excavation. Fragments of possible whetstone (SF1
and SF2) came from medieval pit F45 and from the surface of pit F51 (possibly from L2). A
complete iron hot chisel (SF3) came from medieval ditch F22. Chisels were used principally as
a blacksmith's tool for cutting iron (Goodall 2011, 9). A fragment of flat iron plate (SF49) also
came from pit F49 with two incomplete iron nails from ditches F14 (finds no. 57) and F15 (finds
no. 38).

SF |Context |Finds | Description Date
No. no.

1 F45 40 Whetstone (Fig 8.1): Possible fragment of whetstone, broken at ?Medieval
both ends, damaged on one side but originally rectangular in cross-
section. Smooth on both sides, rough on both edges. 123.7mm
long, 26.3mm wide, 17.9mm thick tapering to 10.8mm thick.

2 F51 50 Whetstone (Fig 8.2): Possible fragment of whetstone, broken at ?Medieval
both ends. Diamond-shaped in cross-section at one end which
tapers to the opposite end with facets at opposing angles, opposing
end roughly square in cross-section. 53.5mm long, 12.5mm by
12.5mm at one end, 9.0mm by 8.5mm at the other.

3 F22 21 Iron hot chisel (Fig 8.3): Complete, rectangular-sectioned shank | Medieval
tapering to a flat cutting edge, oval-shaped head, ¢ 81mm long,

42.99
4 F49 45 Iron plate: Fragment of flat iron plate, 65mm long, 53mm wide, Undated
8mm thick, 87.3g.
- F14 57 Iron nail: Fragment of iron nail shank, square-sectioned, 4g. Undated
- F15 38 Iron nail: Incomplete with tip missing, square-sectioned shank, Undated

small round ?domed head, 5.3g.

Table 10 Small finds and iron nails

Miscellaneous finds
by Laura Pooley

A small assemblage of oyster, whelk, cockle and periwinkle shells came from medieval pit F13
and medieval ditches F15 and F44, as well as modern century pit F54. Burnt flint/stone came
from medieval pits F38 and F45, with metal-working debris from medieval pit F21 and modern
pit F20. Finally a fragment of 19th- to 20th-century glass came from modern pit F25.

Context |Finds |Description
no.
F13 35 Shell: Fragments of oyster shell, 7.1g.
F15 38 Shell: Two fragments of oyster shell (22.1g) and incomplete whelk (5.8g) and
periwinkle (2.9g) shells.
F18 47 Stone: Natural piece of stone discarded.
F20 18 Metalworking debris: Fourteen pieces of metal-working debris/slag, 1,781g.
F21 19 Metalworking debris: One piece of metal-working debris/slag, 23.7g.
F25 23 Glass: Fragment of clear vessel glass, 2.7g, 19th-20th century (discarded).
F38 31 Burnt flint: Fragment, cracked, burnt red, 74.9g (discarded).
F44 36 Shell: 20 fragments of oyster shell, 160.2g.
F45 39 Burnt flint: Fragment, cracked, burnt red, 45.4g (discarded).
Burnt stone: Fragment of pebble, cracked, burnt pinkish-red, 49.8g (discarded).
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6.4

F54 54 Shell: 18 fragments of oyster shell (135.4g), one cockle shell (4.3g) and one
incomplete periwinkle (1.5g).

Table 11 Miscellaneous finds listed by context

Animal bone
by Alec Wade

The excavation produced 11 pieces of animal bone weighing a total of 88g from four features of
medieval/early post-medieval date. Two species were identified, sheep or goat (no distinction
being possible due to a lack of diagnostic skeletal features) and horse. Though in reasonable
surface condition the occasionally distinctive brownish-orange staining on some pieces
suggests that the fragments had once been submerged in waterlogged conditions.

One small fragment of sheep or goat mandible from modern pit F54 may have fine cut marks
associated with butchery across its lateral surface.

Context |Finds |No. of |Weight | Species Comments
no. pieces |(g)
F44 sx3 |37 1 12 Sheep or goat | Part of the ischium. Strong brownish/orange
staining.
F49 49 2 2 Unidentified Unidentified fragments.
F52 52 1 52 Horse 3rd metacarpal (distal fragment with fused

epiphyses). Broken into two pieces.

F54 54 7 22 Sheep or goat | Teeth (including both an upper and a lower
molar) with other mandible or maxilla fragments.
Possible vertical fine parallel cut marks on
mandible fragment.

Total 11 88
Table 12 Animal bone by context

Conclusion

Fifty-six features were recorded during evaluation and excavation on land northwest of
Springwood, Rectory Lane, Latchingdon. The vast majority of the features dated to the
medieval/early post-medieval period and included ten ditches/ditch sections, 22 pits and two
postholes. These features were uncovered across the site but were particularly concentrated
towards the centre in Plots 2-4.

Five of the pits produced pottery dating from the 11th to the early 13th centuries and are
presumably amongst the earliest features on the site, with other pits producing pottery of mid
12th to late 14th century date. Peg-tile from some of the features dates from the 14th century
onwards with other pits producing sherds of post-medieval red earthenware. This material is
unlikely to represent a distinct post-medieval phase of activity but continuity into the 16th
century at least. Similarly, the ditches produced a wide range of pottery sherds dating from the
12th century into the 15th century, but also including sherds of post-medieval red earthenware.
The evidence would suggest that the ditches were cut during the medieval period and were
backfilled with waste material dumped onto the site probably from a nearby settlement. The
presence of post-medieval red earthenware pottery in many of the ditches suggests that they
were still at least partially open in the early post-medieval period.

The orientation of the ditches were fairly irregular and few could be projected to align with
ditches in adjacent plots. In the broadest sense, they could be described as roughly aligned
north/south and east/west, and may have delineated field or plot boundaries but it is difficult to
be certain.
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Although waste material such as pottery, ceramic building material, animal bone, shell and even
some small finds were recovered from the site, this material represents a relatively small
assemblage and the site is likely to be located on the periphery of a settlement. Significantly
though, the presence of a hot chisel, two possible whetstones and two pieces of metal-working
debris, indicate smithing activities in the vicinity. This activity is most likely to be associated with
either the Snoreham Hall complex (EHER 13596) located 500m to the southwest which includes
the site of a now-demolished church and deserted medieval village, or even a possible medieval
moated site at Red Lyons Farm ¢ 350m to the east (EHER 7946).

Also present on the development site were 13 late post-medieval/modern pits which were
probably largely of agricultural origin, along with six undated postholes and three undated pits.
The postholes in Plot 2 may represent the remains of a posted structure of some kind. Although
it is uncertain what phase of activity they belong to they are surrounded by medieval remains.
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Contents of archive
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Appendix 1 Context list

Context Finds |Feature/ |Description Date
No. layer type
L1 - Topsoil Soft, moist dark grey/brown clayey-loam Modern
L2 - Subsoil Firm, wet medium grey/brown silty-clay Undatable
L3 - Natural Firm, moist/wet medium yellow/grey/brown clay Post-glacial
Evaluation
F1 - Pit Soft, wet dark grey/brown silty-clay Modern
F2 1,25 Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay with CBM 11th to early 13th century
flecks
F3 2 Pit Firm, wet grey/brown silty-clay 11th to early 13th century
F4 Pit Firm, wet medium grey/brown silty-clay with 19th-20th century
charcoal and CBM flecks and frequent stones
F5 5 Pit Firm, moist dark brown clay 11th to early 13th century
F6 26 Pit Firm, moist medium grey/brown clay 19th-20th century
F7 6 Pit Soft, moist medium yellow/grey/brown sandy- 19th-20th century
clayey-loam with charcoal, oyster shell and CBM
flecks
F8 20 Ditch Dark grey/brown silty-clay 11th-late 14th century
F9 7 Posthole Dark brown silty-clay 11th-13th century
F10 8 Posthole | Soft, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay 11th to early 13th century
F11 (part |4 Pit Firm, wet light grey silty-clay with charcoal flecks 14th century+
of F49)
F12 10 Pit Friable, moist medium grey/brown clay 16th century
F13! 9,35 Pit Firm, wet light grey/brown silty-clay with charcoal | 14th century+
flecks
F14 11, 57 | Ditch Soft, moist medium yellow/grey/brown silty-clay Mid 13th to 15th century
with charcoal flecks and rare stones
F15 13, 14, | Ditch Firm, moist medium brown silty-clay with charcoal | Mid 12th to late 14th
38 and CBM flecks century
F16 15 Ditch Firm, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay with Mid 12th to late 14th
charcoal flecks century
F17 12 Pit Soft, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay 14th century+
F18 16, 46, |Pit Soft, moist medium yellow/grey/brown silty-clay Mid 12th to 14th century
47 with charcoal flecks and rare stones
F19 17, 29, |Ditch Soft, moist medium yellow/grey/brown silty-clay Mid 13th to 16th century
48 with charcoal flecks and rare stones
Excavation
F20 18 Pit Firm, moist medium brown silty-clay 19th-20th century
F21 19 Pit Firm, moist dark brown silty-clay 11th to early 13th century
F22 21 Ditch Firm, moist dark brown silty-clay 13th to mid 16th century
F23 22 Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay 19th-20th century
F24 - Pit Firm, moist medium brown silty-clay Undated
F25 23 Pit Hard, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay with 19th-20th century
CBM flecks

Some sherds of pottery were recovered from ditch F13 but were misplaced.
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F26 - Pit Hard, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay Undated
F27 24 Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay with CBM 18th-19th century
flecks
F28 - Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay with CBM Undated
flecks
F29 - Posthole Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay Undated
F30 - Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay Modern
F31 - Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay Modern
F32 27 Pit Not recorded 14th century+
F33 28 Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay 16th to 19th-20th century
F34 - Pit Not recorded Modern
F35 30 Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty clay Mid 12th to late 14th
century
F36 - Posthole Firm, moist dark brown silty-clay Undated
F37 - Posthole Firm, moist dark brown silty-clay Undated
F38 31 Pit Firm, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay Mid 12th to late 14th
century
F39 - Posthole Firm, moist dark brown silty-clay Undated
F40 - Posthole Firm, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay Undated
F41 - Posthole Firm, moist dark brown silty-clay Undated
F42 32 Pit Firm, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay 16th to 19th-20th century
F43 33 Pit Firm, dry dark brown silty-clay with rare stones 11th to early 13th century
F44 34, 36, |Ditch Hard, dry dark brown silty-clay with oyster shell 13th to mid 16th century
37 flecks
F45 39,40 |Pit Firm, moist dark grey/brown silty-clay Mid 12th to late 14th
century
F46 41 Pit Firm, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay Mid 12th to late 14th
century
F47 42 Pit Hard, moist dark grey/brown clayey-silt with CBM | 14th to mid 16th century
flecks
F48 43 Ditch Not recorded 14th century
F49 44,45 |Pit Hard, moist medium grey/brown clay with charcoal | 14th century+
and CBM flecks
F50 49 Ditch Firm, moist medium grey/brown silty-clay 13th to mid 16th century
F51 50,51 |Pit Hard, moist dark grey/brown clay with CBM flecks | 14th century+
F52 52 Pit Soft/friable, dry/moist dark brown silty-clay with 14th to 16th century
oyster shell and CBM flecks
F53 53 Pit Soft/friable, moist dark brown silty-clay with oyster | 19th-20th century
and CBM flecks
F54 54 Pit Soft/friable, dry medium grey/brown silty-clay with | 19th-20th century
charcoal and oyster shell flecks
F55 55 Pit Hard, moist medium grey/brown clay with CBM 14th century+
flecks
F56 - Ditch Hard, moist dark grey/brown clay with charcoal and | Undated, ?medieval/early
CBM flecks post-medieval
F57 56 ?Pit Friable/firm, dry/moist medium grey/brown silty- 11th-late 14th century

clay
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F20 lc.1150/1175-1375/1400
F13 Ic.1000-1225
F21 SLIP DECORATED lc.1200-1550
F21 RACES GLAZE lc.1200-1550
F21 ? THIN-WALLED Ic.1200-1550
F21 |BALUSTER JUG HUMBED BASE lc.1200-1550
F13T |COOKING POT H1 FLANGED & UPRIGHT NECK 1150/1175-1225
F13T |[COOKING POT H1 FLANGED & UPRIGHT NECK 1150/1175-1225
F45M 19TH-20TH CENTURY
F40 Ic.1500-19th/20th century
F40 ? Ic.1500-19th/20th century
HIN-WALLED, BUFF, SPARSE AN-
GULAR SAND, SOME WHITE & RED
F98 NODULES MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL
F13 lc.1000-1225
F20 lc.1150/1175-1375/1400
F13 Ic.1000-1225




Appendix 3 CBM list

LCA

LCA L.
UCA

UCA L.

|Stamp
[sign.

Tally

Graf PF

w
P H
ilm = [Comments Date
MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL
?
? VERY SANDY MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL
? ROMAN
MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL
?
d
RED/PURPLE, HIGHLY
? FIRED NR FUSED FABRIC _[19TH/20TH CENTURY
IGLASSY FUSED SURFACE [?
?
LIGHT BUFF, ORANGE
INODULES, WHITE INCS.  [18TH-19TH CENTURY
MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL
lORANGE, RARE PEBBLES,
105 MIICA 17TH-19TH CENTURY

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

ROMAN

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MOTTLED LUMPY FABRIC
(WHITE NODS), DEEP RED,
HITE SURF.

19TH/20TH CENTURY

Cxt |Feature type ._.E_ NR |GR. [MSW § [Typology[Sub-type
F13 |PIT 34 108| 271 X |pT

F14 |DITCH 57 2 2| X [Baked clay
F15 |DITCH 3 45 45 BR

F15 |DITCH 38 39 39 |RBT

F19 |DITCH 29 2 2 X |pT

F19 |DITCH 29 4 4] X [Baked clay
F19 |DITCH 48 3 3| X [Baked clay
F20 |PIT 18 189) 189 X |BR

F20 |PIT 18 16| 8| X [Baked clay
F22 |DITCH 21 9 9| [paub

F23 |PIT 22 258 258 X |BR

F27 |PIT/POSTHOLE | 24 7 71 X PT
F27_|PIT/POSTHOLE | 24 774 774| X [BR UNFROGGED
F27 |PIT/POSTHOLE | 24 372 74| X BR

F32 |PIT 22) 47 471 X |PT

F32 |PIT 27] 18| 18] X PT

F44 |DITCH 36 63 16] X PT

F45 |PIT 39 80) 80| X [RB
F47_|PIT 42 47, 16] X PT

F48 |DITCH 43 38| 19 X PT

F49 |PIT 44 70 350 X |PT

F51 |PIT 51 22 22| X |PT

F52 |PIT 52 43 14| X PT

F53 |PIT 53 106| 106 X |PT

F53 |PIT 53 124 124 |BR

F53 |PIT 53 21 21| X [Baked clay
F54 |PIT 54 87 22| X |PT

F55 |PIT 55 2) 2 x|t

?

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL

MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL
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Fig 2 Phased results including the evaluation features (evaluation trenches outlined in blue)
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Fig 4 Detailed plan of plots 3 and 4
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Fig 5 Detailed plan of plot 5
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