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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (three trenches) was carried out by Colchester
Archaeological Trust on land adjacent to White Ash House, Gosfield, in advance of the
construction of two new dwellings with associated driveways and garages. The site was
located along the Chelmsford-Braintree-Long Melford Roman road, to the south of the
historic settlement of Gosfield. Despite this, no features or finds of a Roman date were
encountered. Three features were identified during the evaluation, but they were all
post-medieval/modern in origin.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching on land adjacent to
White Ash House, Braintree Road, Gosfield, Braintree, Essex which was carried out on
the 22nd February 2021. The work was commissioned by Andy Cameron on behalf of
Jenny Garvey in advance of the construction of two new dwellings, along with
associated garages and access. The work was undertaken by Colchester
Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation, the Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
(ECCHEA) Teresa O'Connor advised that in order to establish the archaeological
implications of this application, the applicant was required to commission a scheme of
archaeological investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy
Framework (MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for trial trenching
evaluation on land adjacent to White Ash House, Braintree Rd, Gosfield, Braintree,
detailing the required archaeological work, written by Teresa O'Connor (ECCHEA
2020), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in response to the
brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2020).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance
with Historic England’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment
(MoRPHE) (Historic England 2015), and with Standards for field archaeology in the
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).
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3  Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the brief and the Essex Historic
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford,
Essex (accessible to the public via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

The proposed development site lies along the Chelmsford-Braintree-Long Melford
Roman road (EHER 6057). The road runs parallel to the London-Dunmow Roman
Road with a 7 mile gap between them. An evaluation in 1995, along the path of the
A131 Great Leighs Bypass, confirmed the presence of the Roman road at several
points along its course, notably in trench C, where metalling survived, but more
generally through identifying its road-side ditches (Lavender 1995).

A Bronze Age barbed and tanged flint arrowhead (EHER 6541) and an early medieval/
medieval mount (EHER 51428) have been recovered from the surrounding fields close
to the development site.

The Chapman and André map of 1777 depicts an access road adjacent to White Ash
House leading to a large wood, known as Whiteash wood on the historic maps,
remnants of which survive. The road indicates that the wood was being accessed for its
resources in the post-medieval period and probably earlier.
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4 Aims

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to record the extent of any surviving
archaeological deposits, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow
the ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.
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5 Results (Figs 2-3)
Three trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT
archaeologist. Trench 1 was located in the location of the proposed access road on the
west side of the site. It was a 1.8m wide ‘T’-shaped trench, measuring 10m long north-
east/south-west and 5m long north-west/south-east. Trenches 2 and 3 were both
located over the footprints of the proposed dwellings. Both measured 10m long by 1.8m
wide and were aligned north-west/south-east.

The evaluation trenches were excavated through three layers. Topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.39-
0.41m thick, firm moist light/medium grey/brown clayey silt) sealed subsoil (L2, ¢ 0.20-
0.22m thick, firm moist light grey/brown clayey silt), beneath which lay natural (L3, firm,
moist, light yellow/orange clay), encountered at a depth of 0.59-0.63m below current
ground level.

ey Gl

Photogrph 1 epresentative section of T3 7
Photograph taken facing north-east.

A sondage was excavated in the west end of T3 to confirm the identification of the
natural.

Three features were encountered, all located with T1. F1 was a shallow post-medieval/
modern pit in the west end of the trench, measuring 0.86m x 0.69m and 0.03m in
depth. Adjacent to this was F2, a north-east/south-west aligned modern boundary ditch,
measuring 1.85m wide and 0.66m deep. The section through this feature was machine
excavated. Finally, in the northern part of the trench was F3, a north/south aligned
modern linear/service run, measuring between 0.68-1.00m in width. F3 was excavated
to a depth of 0.16m before modern plastic was recovered from its fill and excavation
was halted.

Photograph 2 Post-medieval/modern pit F1.
Photograph taken facing east.
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Photograh 3 odern dICh sein.
Photograph taken facing south-west.

Also present with T1 was a land drain and a modern service (Fig 2).

No features were encountered within T2 or T3.

Photograph 4 T2 long shot.
Photograph taken facing north-west.
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6 Finds

6.1 The post-medieval and modern pottery, fired clay, and brick
by Howard Brooks

Introduction

This is a group of eleven post-medieval and modern sherds (376g), and approximately
0.7kg of brick and fired clay, all from three contexts. The post-medieval pottery
classification is based on John Cotter’s 2000 classification in Colchester Archaeological
Report 7.

Pottery descriptions

Context | Finds Sherd | Sherd Description Provisional
no. count | weight date
F1 1 1 6 plain body sherd of fabric | 17th-18th

40 post-medieval red
earthenware (PMRE).

F2 2 3 230 three fragments, 19th or 20th
including two bases from
modern stoneware
(Fabric 45m) jars. One
has the stamped
lettering:

L™ COOPERATIVE

F2 2 6 130 sherds of PMRE. Apart 17th-19th
from the one handle
fragment and one body
sherd, the other four are
very robust (10-12mm
thick) sherds from large ?
storage vessel(s).

F3 3 1 10 plain body sherd of fabric | 17th-18th
40 post-medieval red
earthenware (PMRE).

Fired clay and brick descriptions
Context | Finds | Quant | Weight | Description

no.

F1 1 3 19 pieces of undiagnostic fired clay (from
brick?)

F2 2 3 410 Three pieces of mostly unspectacular post-

medieval brick, 65mm thick, 52mm thick,
and one special, 30mm thick and with a
chamfered edge - a decorative piece.

F2 2 2 335 Two pieces from ‘Suffolk White’-type brick
(though not n - pale brown fabric with some
orange clay marbled into the core. Probably
floor bricks (pavers) - the thicker (55mm
thick) definitely has a worn surface, the
thinner (45mm) possibly so. Post-medieval.

F3 3 1 40 edge fragment from post-medieval brick, no
measurable dimensions.
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Comment

This is a small group of post-medieval/modern finds, probably not deserving of a fuller
discussion. The source of the pottery, wall bricks and floor bricks may not be too far
away - White Ash House to the north, and/or Iron Pear Tree Farm across the road.

Finds retention
It is not recommended that any of this material should be retained.

6.2 Miscellaneous modern finds
by Laura Pooley

Modern, 20th-century, finds from F2 and F3 included fragments of glass, and a copper-
alloy ferrule and machinery part. The finds have been recorded below and discarded.

Context|Finds no. | Description

F2 2 Glass: Fragment of bottle glass, greenish-tinge, 21.3g, 19th-
20th century.

Copper-alloy: Two 20th-century metal finds: 1) Damaged
ferrule, ¢ 27mm diameter, 12.7g; 2) copper-alloy rod with ?
rubber bung, a machinery part, 9.7g.

Iron: Nail, shape largely obscured within corrosion, tip probably
missing, 72.2g.

F3 3 Glass: Three fragments of 20th-century glass: 1) bottle
fragment, greenish tinge, 17.2g; 2) bottle fragment, brown, 2.2g;
3) vessel fragment, opaque pale green, 0.5g.

Coallcoke: Fragment, 2.4g.

7  Conclusion
Although some post-medieval pottery and CBM was recovered during this evaluation,
the presence of 20th-century finds within the same contexts leaves little doubt that the
features uncovered here are modern in origin. The only exception may be F1, from
which only a single sherd of post-medieval red earthenware was recovered, perhaps
suggesting it is of a slightly earlier date.

Crucially, no evidence was uncovered relating to the route of the Roman road directly
to the west, nor to any of the Bronze Age or Medieval finds recovered in the vicinity.
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11 Contents of archive
Finds: None retained
Paper and digital record
One A4 document wallet containing:
The report (CAT Report 1641)
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Original site record (feature and layer sheets, finds record, plans)
Site digital photos and log
Digital record
The report (CAT Report 1641)
CBC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Site digital photographs, thumbnails and log
Graphic files
Survey data

12 Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be
permanently deposited with Braintree Museum.
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Appendix 1 Context list

Context | Trench | Finds Context type | Fill description Date
number | number | number
L1 whole - Topsoil firm moist light/medium grey/brown clayey silt | modern
site
L2 whole - Subsoil firm moist light grey/brown clayey silt undated
site
L3 whole - Natural firm, moist, light yellow/orange clay post-glacial
site
F1 T1 1 Shallow pit friable, mixed, moist dark grey/black clayey silt | post-medieval/
modern
F2 ™ 2 Boundary ditch | friable, moist dark grey/black clayey silt with modern
CBM flecks
F3 ™ 3 linear/service | friable, mixed, moist dark grey/brown clayey modern
silt
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