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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (three trial-trenches) was carried out on land opposite The
Drove, Lower Green Lane, Wimbish, Essex, in advance of the construction of a 
cottage-style dwelling with detached cartlodge. The site lies within a possible medieval 
moated settlement. Despite being located in an archaeologically-sensitive area, 
however, only a post-medieval or modern ditch or pit and a modern pit were uncovered.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching on land opposite 
The Drove, Lower Green Lane, Wimbish, Essex which was carried out on 14th July 
2020. The work was commissioned by Peter Purkiss on behalf of Guillermo Marquez in 
advance of the construction of a cottage-style dwelling with detached cartlodge, and 
was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).  

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), 
Historic Environment Advisor Katie Lee-Smith advised that in order to establish the 
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to 
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National 
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for Trial Trenching 
and Excavation, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Katie Lee-Smith 
(ECCPS 2020), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in 
response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2020).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the 
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices 
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological 
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the Essex Historic Environment 
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex.

The site abuts a protected lane which appears to be an old access route to the farm 
which lies to the west. Historical cartographic evidence indicates that the boundaries of 
the site correspond to an older boundary defined by four ponds, which is depicted on 
the first edition Ordnance Survey map of the area. It is possible these ponds, with their 
rectangular arrangement around the site, are the remains of a moated site (see Map 1 
below). It is therefore possible that archaeological remains lie within the development 
area, and these may provide some indication of the original site of the nearby 
farmstead and of land use during the medieval period.

The site lies adjacent to a small settlement of dwellings and other buildings arranged 
around a central green. The adjoining property to the southwest, Stock Cottage, dates 
to the 17th or 18th century (EHER 36979). Lower House Farm, to the west, dates to the
16th or 17th century (EHER 36977).

During the Second World War, an emergency landing strip associated with RAF Great 
Sampford, was located directly opposite the site. It was used during the war by the 
USAAF as a dormitory site and contained six barrack blocks for airmen and separate 
quarters for officers and senior NCOs (EHER 16569).
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Map 1  Extract of the 1880 6-inch OS map of England and Wales 
showing site location

4      Aim
The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to record the extent of any surviving 
archaeological deposits, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow 
the ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.

5      Results (Figs 2-3)
Three trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT 
archaeologist. Trench T1 was 8m long and 1.8m wide, T2 was 12m long and 1.8m 
wide, and T3, a cross-shaped trench, was 22m long and 1.8m wide. 

The trenching was excavated through modern topsoil (L1, c 0.07-0.19m thick, soft, dry 
dark brown silty-loam) and subsoil (L2, c 0.04-0.33m thick, firm, dry medium 
grey/brown silty-sandy-clay with occasional chalk flecks and small stones) onto natural 
(L3, firm, dry medium brown clay with occasional chalk flecks, encountered at a depth 
of 0.21-0.47m below current ground level).

There were no archaeological remains in trench T3.

Trench 1 (T1): 8m long by 1.8m wide
Modern pit F2 lay at the western end of the trench. The feature extended beyond the 
limit of excavation and so its full dimensions could not be ascertained, but its exposed 
extent was 1.28m wide and 0.2m deep.
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Photograph 1  T1 trench shot – looking southeast

Trench 2 (T2): 12m long by 1.8m wide
Post-medieval or modern ditch or pit F1 passed through the trench on a NW-SE 
alignment. It was approximately 4m wide. The feature was not excavated as it clearly 
represented the remains of an old trackway depicted on late 19th-century OS mapping.

Photograph 2  T2 trench shot – looking south

6      Finds
by Dr Matthew Loughton

The evaluation produced eight fragments of unfrogged brick dating to the 18th-20th 
centuries with a weight of 4.632kg. This material came from the following contexts: F1, 
F2 and L1. Pit F2 (2) produced a complete (3.63kg) unfrogged brick with dimensions of 
205 mm x 110 mm x 80 mm. This is stamped STEIN and is from the Stein Manuel 
Firebricks & Refracting Works at Whitecross, Stirlingshire (Scotland), which operated 
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from 1928 to 2001. This brick is dense, with a bright yellow coloured fabric with pink to 
red coloured surfaces and dark inclusions (ore?). This is possibly a refractory brick, one
edge is dark and covered with a dark glassy like deposit, from a fireplace, kiln or 
furnace.

7      Conclusion
Despite being located within an archaeologically-sensitive area, only a post-medieval or
modern ditch or pit and a modern pit were uncovered.
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10    Abbreviations and glossary
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
context specific location of finds on an archaeological site
ECC Essex County Council
ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
medieval period from AD 1066 to c 1500
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
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post-medieval from c AD 1500 to c 1800
residual something out of its original context, eg a Roman coin in a modern pit
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation
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          Site digital photos and log
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Digital record
The report (CAT Report 1574)
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
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Graphic files
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12    Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
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SAFWM: 2020.54
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