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1 Summary
Archaeological monitoring was carried out at Mount Stores, The Street, Pleshey, Essex
during excavations for the installation of an underground LPG tank. Despite being
located in an archaeologically-sensitive area, no significant archaeological deposits or
material were observed during this work.

2  Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the archive report for archaeological monitoring at Mount Stores, The Street,
Pleshey, Essex which was carried out on 28th February 2020. The work was
commissioned by Andrew Stevenson Associates on behalf of Mr & Mrs Gibb and
comprised the excavation of a trench for an underground LPG tank. The work was
undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS),
Historic Environment Advisor Alison Bennett advised that in order to establish the
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2019).

Due to time constraints and the limited scope of the works all archaeological work was
carried out in accordance with verbal instructions from Alison Bennett and without
written scheme of investigation (WSI). All work was, however, carried out in accordance
to standard monitoring practices.

All fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with English Heritage’'s
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (English
Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA
14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for
Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological field excavation (CIfA 2014a)
and Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and
research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

3  Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the Essex Historic Environment
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex
(accessible to the public via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk.

The site is located in the garden of Mount Stores, a Grade Il listed 18th-century timber-
framed and plastered house, part of which was in use as a shop in the 20th century,
hence the name (NHLE 1265041). The property is located immediately to the north-
west of the adjacent to the enclosure earthwork of the scheduled area of Pleshey
Castle and town enclosure (SM EX22 HA 1002191 EHER 1126). Pleshey Castle is a
good example of a motte and bailey type of earthwork built in the 12th century with an
unusually well-preserved town enclosure. The castle was slighted in 1157-8 but
refortified in 1167. Only a short length of the north bailey remains, its line possibly
marked by Back Lane. As the site lies within the medieval town enclosure, there is a
high potential for archaeological finds and features relating to the medieval and post-
medieval settlement.

4 Aim
Archaeological monitoring was undertaken to record any archaeological deposits which
would have been disturbed by the groundworks.
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5 Results (Figs 2-3)
On 28th February 2020 in heavy rain, a CAT archaeologist monitored the excavation of
a 3.9m by 1.8m rectangular trench for an underground LPG tank.

After the turf was removed two layers were recorded. A 0.42m thick layer of sandy silt
topsoil (L1) overlay a natural layer of silty clay (L2). L1 contained peg tile, modern
bottle glass and white china. L2 was removed across the trench to a depth of 0.05m in
order to confirm that was indeed natural geology and not an archaeological deposit. As
the composition of L2 remained consistent and was devoid of artefacts it was
concluded that this was natural and that further excavation under archaeological
supervision was not necessary.

Photograph ‘ Trench for underground LPG tank - looking south-west

6 Finds
Peg tile fragments, modern bottle glass and white china were observed within L1 but
were not retained for post-excavation analysis.

7 Discussion
Groundworks at this site revealed no significant archaeological contexts.
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Abbreviations and glossary

Colchester Archaeological Trust

ceramic building material, ie brick/tile

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

a single unit of excavation, which is often referred to numerically, and can be
any feature, layer or find

Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor

Essex County Council Place Services

Essex Historic Environment Record

an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’
distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material

Liquid Propane Gas

period from AD 1066 to ¢ 1500

period from ¢ AD 1800 to the present

geological deposit undisturbed by human activity

National Grid Reference

Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS,
http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main

from ¢ AD 1500 to ¢ 1800

(abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
written scheme of investigation

CAT
CBM
CIfA
context

ECCHEA
ECCPS
EHER
feature (F)
layer (L)
LPG
medieval
modern
natural
NGR
OASIS

post-medieval
section
wSi

Contents of archive

Finds: n/a
Paper record

One A4 document wallet containing:
The report (CAT Report 1528)
Original site records (sections/plans)
Photographic thumbails and log

Inked sections
Digital record

The report (CAT Report 1528)
Photographs, photographic thumbnails and log

Graphics files
Survey data

Archive deposition

The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be
permanently deposited with Chelmsford Museum under accession code: requested
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Appendix 1 Context list

Context |Finds Feature / layer type | Description Date

number | number

L1 - Topsoil Soft, damp, dark brownish/black Modern
sandy-silt

L2 - Natural subsoil Firm, damp, medium yellowy/brown |-

silty clay with chalk flecking
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Fig 2 Results.
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Fig 3 Representative section.
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