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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation of two trial-trenches was carried out at Spring Ponds, 42 
Castle Street, Chipping Ongar, Essex in advance of the construction of an all-weather 
tennis court with associated fencing and groundworks. Although located in an 
archaeologically-sensitive area, the only feature uncovered was a single undatable 
ditch.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the archive report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching at Spring 
Ponds, 42 Castle Street, Chipping Ongar, Essex, which was carried out on 30th May 
2019. The work was commissioned by Antony O'Toole of E&M Design on behalf of 
Andrew Turk of ART in advance of the construction of an all-weather tennis court with 
associated fencing and groundworks. The work was undertaken by Colchester 
Archaeological Trust (CAT).  

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), 
Historic Environment Advisor Maria Medlycott advised that in order to establish the 
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to 
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National 
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2018).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for archaeological 
trial trenching, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Richard Havis 
(ECCPS 2018), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in 
response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2018).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with Historic England’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 
and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for 
Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014a),
Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the Brief and the Essex Historic
Environment Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, 
Essex (accessible to the public via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk). 

The ECC historic town project assessment report provides an overview of the area 
(ECC 1999; see too ECC4099-4100). Ongar is recorded in the Doomsday Book, which 
indicates that it was an important centre as it held the hundredal moot and hundredal 
markets. The town appears to have become a significant staging-point for travellers in 
the early post-medieval period. Its main period of growth, however, was located in the 
second half of the 20th century, when Chipping Ongar became established as a 
commuter town.

The current site is located within a large area of cropmarks showing undated linear 
features, trackways, field boundaries and WWII slit trenches (ECC4271). On the 
eastern edge of this area of cropmarks is a feature identified as a rectangular enclosure
of unknown date (ECC48724).

The site is located c 100m east of a enclosure speculated to be of Saxon origins 
(ECC9561). It is also approximately 210m to the north of the site of a motte, c 70m in 
diameter at the base (ECC140). The motte is surrounded by a wet ditch c 1m wide and 
15m deep. There is a kidney-shaped inner bailey to the west and a second bailey to the
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east (ECC4104). The castle which originally stood within these earthworks was 
purportedly built by Richard de Lacy in the 12th century. The original castle was pulled 
down in the 16th century and replaced by a brick building, which was itself destroyed in
the 18th century. The motte and bailey are both moated. The motte and west bailey are
scheduled ancient monuments (no. 1002189). The surviving earthworks of the town 
defences, to the west of the castle, clearly formed part of this defence system. Metal-
detected finds within the inner bailey include a Roman coin (ECC14927), a medieval 
buckle fragment and pottery (ECC14928) and post-medieval coins, buttons, a bell, a 
ring, a thimble, a buckle and pewter dishes (ECC14929). Medieval pottery has also 
been found in the garden of Castle House, adjacent to the motte and bailey 
(ECC4105). 
 
The site is c 190m southeast of the church of St Martin. The chancel and nave of the 
church were built at end of the 11th century, and additions and alterations were made 
between the 13th and 18th centuries (ECC4110-1). Structural remains thought to be 
Roman foundations have been found within the church and churchyard (ECC4108). 
Extensive re-use of Roman tile can be observed in the angle quoins of the nave and 
over the 11th-century lancet windows although no evidence has been discovered in 
recent times to confirm Roman occupation (ECC4108).

The market-place is located c 320m northwest of the site and consists of a cigar-
shaped widening of the High Street. The medieval market is first mentioned in 1287, 
but, as Ongar was the site of the Saxon hundredal market, it is probable that there has 
been a market on the site since late Saxon times. The Market House (also known as 
the Butter Market), stood next to The Kings Head fronting on to the market-place. 
Pictures suggest it was a 17th-century building, but may have replaced an earlier 
structure. It was converted to shops in 1877, and its social functions were relocated in 
the Town Hall (ECC18435). Flanking the main High Street are a numerous historic 
buildings, many of which are listed.

4 Aim
Archaeological evaluation was to record the extent of any surviving archaeological 
deposits and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow the ECCHEA to 
determine if further investigation is required.

5      Results (Figs 2-3)
Two archaeological trial-trenches laid out in a cross-shape were machine-excavated 
under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist. Trench T1 was 30m long by 1.8m wide. 
T2 was 14m long and 1.8m wide.

The trenches were excavated through modern topsoil (L1, c 0.2-0.32m thick, firm, moist
medium grey/brown sandy-silt with 50% gravel) onto natural gravels (L2, loose/friable, 
dry medium orange/brown sandy-silt with 75% gravel).                                             

There were no archaeological features in T2.

Trench 1 (T3): 30m long and 1.8m wide
Undatable ditch F1 lay on a NE-SW alignment and was 1.35m wide and 0.21m deep.
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Photograph 1  Site shot

6      Finds
There were no finds.

7    Conclusion
Despite being located in an area of archaeological significance, only one undatable 
ditch was uncovered.
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10    Abbreviations and glossary
Anglo-Saxon period from c 500 – 1066
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
ECC Essex County Council
ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
medieval period from AD 1066 to c 1500
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS, 

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main
peg-tile rectangular thin tile with peg-hole(s) used mainly for roofing, first appeared c 

AD1200 and continued in use to present day, but commonly post-medieval 
to modern

post-medieval from c AD 1500 to c 1800
Roman the period from AD 43 to c AD 410
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
WSI Written Scheme of Investigation

11    Contents of archive
Finds: n/a
Paper record 

          One A4 document wallet containing:
          The report (CAT Report 1435)

ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
          Original site record (trench sheets, sections)
          Site digital photos and log

Inked section drawings
Digital record 

          The report (CAT Report 1435)
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Graphics

          Site digital photos and log
Survey data
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12     Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be 
permanently deposited with Epping Forest Museum under accession code EPPMS: 
2019.183.
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