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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (five trial-trenches) was carried out at land to the rear of
Windy Ridge, Colne Road, Bures Hamlet, Essex in advance of the construction of nine
new detached dwellings. The evaluation revealed four undated ditches, a probable
post-medieval ditch and an undated natural feature/treethrow.

2  Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the archive report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching on land to
the rear of Windy Ridge, Colne Road, Bures Hamlet, Essex which was carried out on
31st July to 1st August 2017. The work was commissioned by Davis Syrett on behalf of
Balkerne Gate Developments (Southeast) Ltd in advance of the construction of nine
detached dwellings, and was carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS),
Historic Environment Advisor Teresa O’Connor advised that, in order to establish the
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National
Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for archaeological
trial-trenching and excavation, detailing the required archaeological work, written by
Teresa O’Connor (ECCPS 2017), and a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI)
prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2017).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

3  Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the Essex Historic Environment
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex.

The EHER shows that the development site lies within a landscape containing a
number of cropmark features that are suggestive of prehistoric burial features. Ring-
ditches are known to occur along the margins of the River Colne and these areas are
thought to have been significant in prehistoric burial practices. Cropmarks occur 300-
400m to the SW (EHER 9281 and 9480, two ring-ditches and linear features), ¢ 500m
to the SE/SSE (EHER 9191, three ring-ditches) and 640m SSW (EHER 9838, linear
and curvilinear cropmarks).

To the north lies the historic settlement of Bures which originated in the medieval period
and less than 200m directly west lies Parsonage Farm, a 15th-century hall house which
is a Grade II* listed building. The house would have probably been built on the site of
the medieval manor.

A significant number of finds from all periods has been recovered from fields
surrounding the historic settlement. The railway appears on the 1st edition map along
the eastern boundary of the site and goods sheds and associated railway buildings
were erected along the line adjacent to the station. A footpath, depicted on the 1st
edition OS crossed the railway line and formed the northern boundary of the site. The
route may have been in use prior to the surveying and publication of this map.
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Map 1 1st edition OS map (ESSEX XVIII.NW), revised 1896 publlshed 1905.

4 Results (Figs 2-3)
Five trial-trenches were excavated within the development site. Three layers were
recorded. Modern topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.05-0.25m thick, soft moist dark grey/brown sandy-
loam with charcoal, fleck and tile fleck inclusions and frequent stones) sealed
accumulated subsoil (L2, ¢ 0.06-0.27m thick, firm dry medium yellow-grey-brown
sandy-silt with charcoal, brick, tile and manganese fleck inclusions and occasional
stones). This layer sealed naturally-deposited sands and soils (L3, of firm dry light-to-
dark yellow-orange-brown sandy-silty-clay, encountered at a depth of ¢ 0.15-0.48m
below current ground level).

Trench 1 (T1): 30m long by 1.8m wide
No significant archaeological remains were uncovered within this trench.

Trench 2 (T2): 30m long by 1.8m wide

Undated ditch F3 was alighed northwest-southeast and measured 0.58m in width and
0.1m in depth. The feature probably continues to the southeast as ditch F4 in T4.
Possible post-medieval ditch F5 was also uncovered. It wa aligned northwest-
southeast, measured 1.33m in width and 0.42m in depth. It cut through undated ditch
F6 which was also aligned northwest-southeast, and measured 1.12m in width and
0.35m in depth.

Trench 3 (T3): 30m long by 1.8m wide
Undated natural feature or tree-throw F2 was uncovered. It measured 0.72m in width
and 0.1m in depth.

Trench 4 (T4): 30m long by 1.8m wide
Undated ditch F4 was aligned northwest-southeast and measured 0.45m in width and
0.1m in depth. It probably continues to the northwest as ditch F3 in T2.

Trench 5 (T5): 30m long by 1.8m wide
Undated ditch F1 was aligned northeast-southwest and measured 1.2m in width and
0.12m in depth.
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Finds
by Stephen Benfield

The only finds came from the fill of F5 (1) in T2. The most closely-dated is a broken
piece from the end of a post-medieval pottery land drain of arched shape with an open
base (192 g). A small abraded piece of fired clay (62 g) was also recovered from the
feature. This has a fine sand fabric with dark grey core and oxidised surfaces. It is not
closely-datable but is likely to be residual. A natural piece (flake) of flint with mottled
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patinated surfaces and an unpatinated area of rough damage on one face was also
retrieved from the fill.

Discussion

Archaeological evaluation at this site revealed four undated ditches, a probable post-
medieval ditch, and an undated natural feature/tree-throw. It is possible that the ditches
represent the remains of old field boundaries, though none are indicated in historic

maps of the site.
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10 Contents of archive
Finds: None retained
Paper and digital record
One A4 document wallet containing:
The report (CAT Report 1145)
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Original site record (feature and layer sheets, finds record, plans)
Site digital photos and log, architectural plans, attendance register, risk assessment

11 Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be
permanently deposited with Braintree Museum under accession code: requested.
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Appendix 1 Context list
Context | Finds Feature Type Description Date
Number | Number
F1 - Ditch Firm moist light-to-medium grey/brown Undatable
silty-clay with manganese fleck inclusions
F2 - Natural feature / | Firm moist light grey/brown silty-clay with Undatable
tree-throw manganese fleck inclusions
F3 - Linear feature Firm moist medium grey/brown silty-clay Undatable
with charcoal, daub and manganese fleck
inclusions
F4 - Ditch Firm dry medium yellow/orange/brown Undatable
sandy-silt with brick and manganese fleck
inclusions and occasional stones
F5 1 Ditch Firm dry medium grey/brown silty-clay with | ?Post-medieval
rare charcoal, daub and manganese
inclusions and rare stones
F6 - Ditch Firm dry medium mottled grey/brown silty- | Undatable
clay with rare charcoal and manganese
fleck inclusions
L1 - Topsoil Soft moist dark grey/brown sandy-loam Modern
with charcoal, brick and tile fleck
inclusions and common stones
L2 - Subsoil Firm dry medium yellow/grey/brown Undatable
sandy-silt with charcoal, brick, tile and
manganese inclusions and occasional
stones
L3 - Natural Firm dry light-to-dark yellow/orange/brown | Post-glacial
geological sandy-silty-clay with commons stones
deposits
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