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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (two trial-trenches) was carried out at Little London Farm, 
Gravel Lane, Chigwell, Essex in advance construction of two detached houses with 
detached double garages and new vehicular access.  Despite being located close to 
the Roman site of Little London, there were no archaeological remains. 

2 Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the archive report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching at Little 
London Farm, Gravel Lane, Chigwell, Essex which was carried out on 11th May 2017.  
The work was commissioned by Stephen Hayhurst on behalf of James Parrish in 
advance of the construction of two detached houses with detached double garages and
new vehicular access, and was undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT).  

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), 
Historic Environment Advisor Maria Medlycott advised that in order to establish the 
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to 
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National 
Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for trial trenching and
excavation detailing the required archaeological work, written by Maria Medlycott 
(ECCPS 2017), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in 
response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2017).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the 
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices 
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological 
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological  background  draws  on the  Essex Historic  Environment
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex. 

The EHER shows that the proposed development is sited next to the Roman site of 
Little London (EHER 4057-9), which has been variously interpreted as a villa, a mansio 
(Roman government staging-post) and a small town.  The cropmark of a trackway 
(EHER 4064) links the proposed development area to the Roman road from London to 
Cambridge, and it is probable that the development area formed part of the wider 
Roman settlement area.

4      Results (Figs 2-3, photographs 1-2)

As a result of human error the trial-trenches were not located within the footprint of the 
proposed dwellings and garages (as stated in the brief and wsi), but were instead 
located approximately 20m further to the east and south (see Fig 1).  This was 
discussed with ECCHEA when the error was discovered during post-excavation and, as
there were no significant archaeological remains (see below), it was agreed that no 
further trenching was necessary to rectify the error.

Two trial trenches (both measuring 16m long by 1.8m wide) were machine excavated 
under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist.  They were excavated through modern 
topsoil (L1, c 0.15-0.25m thick, medium grey/brown silty-loam with frequent gravel 
inclusions) and subsoil (L2, c 0.12-0.24m thick, medium brown silty-clay with 
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occasional gravel inclusions), which sealed a natural yellow/brown silty-clay (L3, 
encountered at a depth of c 0.35-0.42m below current ground level).

Trench 1 (T1): A small sondage was dug at the southwestern end of T1 to confirm that 
L3 was natural.  Several small fragments of post-medieval/modern peg tile were 
recovered from L2.  There were no significant archaeological remains.

Trench 2 (T2):  Two small patches of modern hydrocarbon staining were recorded in 
the base of the trench.  There were no significant archaeological remains.

Photograph 1  T1, looking NNE

Photograph 2  T2, looking NNE
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5      Finds
Three sherds (44g) of glazed red earthenware (Fabric 40, late 16th to early 18th 
century) and four fragments (86g) of post-medieval/modern tile were recovered from L2
(1).

6      Discussion
Despite being located in proximity to the Roman site of Little London and a cropmark 
trackway linking Little London to the Roman road from London to Cambridge, there 
were no archaeological remains.
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9    Abbreviations and glossary
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
context specific location of finds on an archaeological site
ECC Essex County Council
ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
medieval period from AD 1066 to c 1500
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
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natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS, 

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main     
post-medieval from c AD 1500 to c 1800
Roman the period from AD 43 to c AD 410
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation

10    Contents of archive
Finds: none retained
Paper and digital record 

          One A4 document wallet containing:
          The report (CAT Report 1103)

ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
          Original site record (feature and layer sheets, finds record, plans)
          Site digital photos and log, architectural plans, attendance register, risk assessment

11    Archive deposition
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be 
permanently deposited with Epping Forest Museum under accession code, EPPMS: 
2017.4.
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Appendix 1  Context list

Context
number

Finds 
number

Context 
type

Description Date

L1 Topsoil Very loose, dry, medium grey/brown silty-loam 
with frequent gravel with a base of crushed 
concrete, brick and building materials laid by 
the farmer in 1996 (owner, pers comm).

Modern

L2 1 Subsoil Firm, moist, medium brown silty-clay with 
occasional gravel

Post-medieval / 
modern

L3 Natural Firm, moist, medium yellow/brown silty-clay 
with occasional gravel patches

-
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