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Summary 
Ardleigh is rich in archaeological cropmarks representing prehistoric and Romano-
British burials, boundaries and settlement (Fig 2). A watching brief on the laying of an 
electric cable linking six lamp posts around the car park NW of Elm Park Brain Injury 
Services revealed no archaeological features or finds.  The narrow cable trench 
made observation difficult. Nevertheless, the trench did not intercept any known 
cropmarks, nor were any previously-unknown features seen (Fig 1). 
  

 
Plate 1: cable trench on western side of car park, looking SW into the paddock 

 
Introduction 
Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) was commissioned by Partnerships in Care to 
monitor the laying of an electric cable around the car park north-west of the main Elm 
Park buildings (NGR: TM 0550 2882). Apart from its extreme western edge (near  
Station Road, all of Elm Park is Scheduled Ancient Monument (reference: 1002146). 
 

Partnerships in Care applied for Scheduled Monument Consent for the works. 
Archaeological site work was carried out according to a Written Scheme of 
investigation approved by Historic England (CAT 2016), and in accordance with CIfA 
2015, EH 2006, and Medlycott 2011.  
 

The project was monitored by Historic England. 
 

Archaeological background 
Elm Park Brain Injury Services falls within an area of Scheduled Ancient Monument 
encompassing one of the region's most important archaeological landscapes, 
recently summarised by Nigel Brown (1999). Watching briefs and excavation in 1994-
6 revealed a Beaker burial, Late Iron Age and Early Roman field ditches, and post-
medieval pits and garden features (Brooks 2001). More recently, a watching brief on 
the laying of a new water pipe to the west of the car park revealed no archaeological 
features or finds (CAT 2015). 
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Report 
CAT staff were on site to monitor the cable trench on 7th-8th March 2016. The trench 
was 20cm wide and up to 60cm deep.  
 

In one of the lamp-post-holes, stratigraphy was 10cm of topsoil, over 20cm of light 
brown clean silty clay (probably natural), over 30cm of brown sandy gravel (natural) 
to trench bottom. Nothing of archaeological significance was seen, nor were there 
any finds. 
 

 

 
Plates 2-3: views west and north-west of the trench on the northern and eastern  
side of the car park  
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Plate 4: view west on trench on the northern side of the car park. 1-metre scale is in one of 
the lamp-post holes.  
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Fig 1  Site location, with electricity cable shown in blue.
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Fig 2 Electric cable trench (blue) in relation to cropmark sites at Ardleigh.
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